


MCCPTA Board of Directors Meeting
May 14, 2020
Zoom/Phone Conference


Meeting was called to order by Cynthia Simonson at 7:11 pm. Quorum was established at that time and the Agenda was approved. The minutes from the February 2020 BOD meeting were also approved.

Cynthia Simonson went over the current rules from Maryland PTA regarding the election of the PTA Board for the locals – until you can have an in person election (when the state/county guidelines allow) the current board stays in place. Cynthia explained the 3 options that locals have (see attached slide deck). The best option is to keep the current board until an in-person election can be had.

The Executive Committee met on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 and under article 9, section 5 of our bylaws the executive committee unanimously voted to establish a special committee “Administration” (permitted in our bylaws) and unanimously voted to make Rochelle Fink the committee chair.  This is a temporary, non-voting position on our board. Establishing this committee will allow Tracie Potts to transition the duties of the VP of Administration to Rochelle via this channel.  At whatever point the two decide appropriate, Tracie will render her resignation and cycle off the MCCPTA board, creating a vacancy on our executive committee until Rochelle can be officially voted in at our next in person DA Meeting to be determined at a future date.

Confirmation of New Cluster Coordinators and AVPs – Article VIIA, Section 5 details the process. At the next general membership meeting the 2020-2021 slate of candidates already generated by the MCCPTA Nominating Committee will be voted on. As an interim measure, we are voting tonight to confirm those listed below  (who have already been voted on by their clusters) to assume these positions for the remaining 2019-2020 term –

The BCC/Walter Johnson/Whitman Cluster remains the same

The DCC – 

· AVP – Chris Rutledge to be replaced by Laura Mitchell
· Einstein CC – Kristy Daphnis to fill a vacancy
· Northwood CC – Henroit St. Gerard to be replaced by Brigid Howe
· Northwood CC = Ashley Franzel to resign/term out

Churchill/RM/Poolesville/Rockville/Wootton – 

· AVP – Jennifer Young to be replaced by Rodney Peele
· Churchill CC – Adam Lee to be replaced by Lauren Berkowitz
· Churchill CC – Julie Yang to be replaced by Kristin Stocksxhlaeder
· Richard Montgomery CC – Rodney Peele to be replaced by Amy Ackerberg-Hastings

Damascus/Gaithersburg/Magruder/Watkins Mill

· Magruder CC – vacancy filled by Kim Glassman
· Watkins Mill CC – vacancies filled by Christian Daniel and Kelle Dockery

Clarksburg/Northwest/Quince Orchard/Seneca Valley

· Clarksburg CC – Wendy Davis to be replaced by Maria McClure
· Clarksburg CC – Kim Haden to be replaced by Melissa Van Hersken
· Northwest CC – Torie Rodriguez to resign/term out
· Northwest CC – vacancies to be filled by Sarah Kessler and Shilpa Ghodgaonkar
· Quince Orchard CC – vacancy filled by Jeremy Lawson
· Seneca Valley CC – vacancy filled by Kristen Carter

NEC/Sherwood

· Blake CC – Kendra Harris to resign/term out
· Paint Branch CC – Yvette Bobb to resign/term out
· Sherwood CC – Khristy Kartsakalis to be replaced by Henriot St. Gerard
· Springbrook CC – Benito San Miguel to be replaced by Stephanie Martinez

A motion was made to accept the resignation of the outgoing AVP/CC listed for the remainder of the 2019/2020 term was made by Debby Ozark and seconded by Chris Rutledge. The motion to confirm the nominees for the 2020/2021 term to fill the remainder of the 2019/2020 term was made by Fred Azcarate and seconded by Chris Rutledge.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Local PTA Officer Transition Process – Cynthia went over the 3 options that are available and presented a decision tree created to help streamline the process.  Option 1 is still PREFERRED – the current board stay on until an in person election can be held safely. The details are in the slide deck that was presented during the meeting and also uploaded to the May 2020 BOD folder in OneDrive. One point that was raised was that if your treasurer is outgoing please encourage that the books are handed over by June 30th and all audit committees should begin work now.

Use of PTA/PTSA E Lists and Social Media – follow the National PTA guidance Article III, g. Refer to the slide from the meeting. Cynthia reminded members that PTA communications should not be used to promote candidates in any way. This includes advertising any non-inclusive candidate forums (where all candidates aren’t invited). She also cautioned against using personal social media accounts to share both official PTA business and to support the candidate of your choice. Violators are warned via email and a copy to the CC and AVP.

Officer Reports began at 8:12 pm

Tracie Potts, VP Administration – The Maryland PTA convention has been postponed indefinitely but when there is updated information it will be sent out. The Family Engagement team met and has plans to meet again (virtually) and we are getting good feedback from local communities for MCPS. We don’t have an updated compliance document but CC and AVPs are encouraged to remind locals to file their tax forms.

Cynthia Simonson, President – summer area meetings and trainings are likely to be virtual in some form, especially for President, Treasurer, Membership, CCs and AVPs. Frances Frost stated that they are hoping for robust fall training in person but to also look at the National PTA and Maryland PTA online trainings.

Rodney Peele – VP Educational Issues - Rodney provided a detailed report that is in the May 2020 folder. It lays out the Grading and Reporting the BOE passed on 5.12.20 as well as curriculum updates and program updates. 

James Modrick, VP Programs – James provided a report uploaded to the May 2020 folder. Would like to think of a way to honor/recognize the Awardees that were announced.

Laura Stewart, VP Advocacy – Laura provided a lot of information on the Operating Budget and the Capital Budget that can be found in her report in the May 2020 folder. The County Council voted to pass a budget that satisfies the Maintenance of Effort requirement, about 50 million less that the BOE request. We are receiving about 25 Million from the CARES act; we might get 10 Million more from the state portion of the CARES act. Dr. Smith said that we would need to find about 100 Million in this MOE budget to focus on learning recovery. This puts some of the pre- Covid priorities in jeopardy and we need to consider what is really important. There is the possibility that cuts may be made to areas not directly tied to learning. Capital Budget items are detailed in Laura’s report. Summer CIP Meetings – comments are to be collected by June 26, 2020 and we aren’t sure how the meetings will happen but they are currently working on a plan.

Khristy Kartsakalis, Treasurer – Khristy will upload her report to the May 2020 folder. Refunds for rooms that were canceled due to COVID 19 have come in. Please don’t go through the trouble to get signatures for one or two memberships, the check can wait. Personal Property tax has been extended to July 15th.  Reminder, most locals don’t have a line item for postage to conduct a mail in election but some do have categorical budgets. However, it is preferred locals hold off on mail in ballots until more can be clarified with Maryland PTA.

Committee Reports began at 8:51 pm

Laura Mitchell, Operating Budget – reminder to pay the new AIM insurance policy before it is due July 1st. There is no grace period.

Michelle Gluck, Gifted Child – there is a concern among parents that students in compacted math and other gifted programs aren’t getting the resources they need and won’t moving forward with distance learning. The concern is the same for special needs students.  One idea that came up for the summer is to hold parent circles/pta circles around these topics to gain insight to pass to MCPS.

Unfinished Business began at 9:02 pm

James withdrew is motion to add money to celebrations as it is no longer relevant. 

Next MCCPTA BOD meeting will be June 11, 2020.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm
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