Whenever we speak in public, 


it is always advisable to pray for the Spirit to guide our tongue, 



because it goes into public records.  

As our Miranda rights remind us, 


“anything you say, 



can and will be used against you in a court of law.”  

We have probably watched enough lawyer shows to know 


that the one questioning 



is trying to get the person to say something 




that springs their trap 




and then they move onto the point they are trying to make.  

It is a bending of truth 


that can be very frustrating to be involved in.

The Rabbinic world that Paul came out of 


did something similar to this on a regular basis.  

They operated in a world where there were four ways to read a text.  


There was the literal meaning, 


the intended meaning, 


meaning deduced by investigation, 


and the allegorical meaning.  

A phrase like, 


“Let's make some dough.” 



would be heard literally as mixing flour, water and yeast.  


The intended could be, 



“Let's make some money.”  

After investigation 


we discover it was a baker, 



but he said it the first time at 4 am 



and the second time at 7 am as the shop opened, 




so we conclude there were two different uses.  

Then there is the allegorical interpretation, 


that would say, 



the flour represents our natural lives, 




even with the waters of baptism, 



nothing happens until the activity of the Holy Spirit comes with the yeast.  


Let's pray that “We make a lot of dough!”

From the fact that what Paul says here 


does not make sense to someone hearing it the first or fifth time, 



we can rest assured Paul is on the allegorical phase of interpreting this text.  

We heard the clips from Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar's story.  


Abraham is given a promise of an heir 



and children that number with the stars.  

At age 75 he was promised offspring.  


He was now 86 



and nothing was happening.  

Abraham did what our human nature tends to do with God's promises.  


He made it happen.  

How many things have we spoiled 


because we did not want to wait for God?  

We struggle to trust God in every phase of life: 


dating, 


marriage, 


when children are going to come, 


grandchildren, 


even trusting that God will bring us into his full presence 



we have hankerings to rush.  

When we do, 


we find ourselves in a similar awkward position as Abraham was in.  

“God, I have a child, 


make me a great nation.  

God, 


“This isn't the child I promised.”  

Abraham, 


“Oh, what do I do with this child then?”  

As Abraham had done so many times before, 


he failed to trust God to be who he was 



and took matters into his own hands.  


He did it with claiming Sarah was his sister twice before 



and now has an additional son to work with.  

Now, I do not the all the influences of the culture in Abraham's time, 


but I am pretty sure what Abraham and Sarah did 



will still get very similar results today.  

Show me a culture where 


having a servant give birth to a child of the master 



will not give that servant an elevated sense of superiority 




over the barren wife, 



despite being a servant.  

The same human nature is at work today. 

So it is no surprise that 


when God's promise is fulfilled the way God intended to fulfill it, 



there is all kinds of drama within the household.  

Nothing we should strive to emulate, 


but need to acknowledge that when we try to play God 


instead of letting God be God, 



there are consequences that are going to arise.

The Hebrew Bible is written in such a way, 


that the Jewish Christians were right to read it on the literal for sure 


and probably the intended and investigative level 



that they are Abraham's children.  

Paul has already given us a clue where he is going to go in his allegory 


with this however.  

9 times in chapter 3 


he dropped that key word, “promise.”  



To declare what will 



or will not be done.  

My kids know the power of this word “promise.”  


They often try and recall that word and ice cream often.  

I know better than to use that word 


for the binding of it.  

We have a lot of “if it is possible,”  


“if time allows,” 


or “we will see,”  



so that I can't be nailed down to a promise.  

Because those little minds hold tight to all those promises 


like treasure.  

We need to do the same with our Father, 


but we tend not to.

This people of promise 


is where Paul is going 

and he is asking the question, 


which group is the people of promise.  

This is the gotcha question, 


the what you said 



being used against you point Paul is making.  

You can spend all the time you want 


saying it is Isaac's offspring that get the blessings.  

But the larger story is 


that it is the people who trust God's promises 



that find themselves as God's children.  

It didn't work out too bad for Hagar and Ishmael, 


they lived decent lives, 



but what they have 




is limited by what they can create themselves.  



It is dependent on them 




to bring blessings and favor into their lives.  

I will concede 



that there are people who do a decent job 



of bringing about good things to their lives.  

I will also point out 


that they are exhausted 


and doing things that they might wish they could do differently, 



because it seems what they have 




is dependent on what they have done.  


They can't take a day off, 


they can't say no, 


they will work through the pain 



otherwise everything falls apart.  

That is the danger of this worldview, 


you have to hold the world up.

Now the advantage is, 


you have a pretty good read on whether the world is going to stay going.  

I worked 80 hours this week, 


slept for four, 



everything is going to be just fine.  

Somedays, 


it would be nice if that were true.  

There are just enough reminders out there however,


that that is not how the world actually works 



for those with eyes and ears to perceive.  

The question of 


how could someone die so suddenly is there, 


natural disasters make that clear, 


bad things happening to “good people” make it clear.  

It is not because of what we have done 


that we enjoy the life we do.  

We enjoy the life we do, 


because of the covenants that God has made with us.  



To not destroy the whole world with a flood again, 



to be our King 




and for us to be his people 



and with Jesus' covenant, 




his children.  




Heirs who will receive the Kingdom 





as was first created in Genesis.  

With those promises 


come the promise that we will suffer, 


have hardships, 


disaster will strike, 

but Jesus will be walking with us 

and helping us persevere through it all.  

So Paul then asks, 


which family are you going to be part of Galatians?  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 


which family are you going to be part of?  

Are you going to be part of the family that creates your own righteousness 

or the family that knows that the righteousness has been promised to you?  

Keeping the Jewish law 


was creating your own righteousness.  

There were things you could 


and could not do, 

the closer you followed those things, 


the better off you were, 



but never really fully, 



absolutely in.  

What happens when you have dementia 


and forget to pray?  

What happens when your children, 


who are separate minds, 



do something foolish?  


Are you now out?

This legalistic, 

earn your salvation 


is always prowling around in the church, 



ready to pounce.  

We let the tiger pounce way too often 


when people don't maintain our independently established standards.  

They said they were Christians 


but then got a divorce, 


did drugs, 


were arrested, 


their children rebelled, 


didn't keep their lawn mowed.  

Like I said, 


there are independently established standards.  

All of these do not align with the divinely established standard, 


“I promised my children.”  

The promise of God the Father should carry the weight for us.

If we can't rest in the promises of God, 


then what are we left with?  

We are left with legalistic Judaism.  

We are left to be Pharisees and Saducees, 


debating about the minutia of what counts as righteousness


 and what is displeasing to God.  

We must then live in fear 


that one single thing that we did 



disqualifies us from the Father's presence.  

We become, 


as Paul points out, 



slaves to the law.  

He wants us to be free 


to be children of our heavenly father.

If you need to see what that looks like, 


watch children play.  

The limits are their imaginations.  


While backpacking, 



our toothbrushes suddenly became a family 



and lived out a whole lifetime of ups and downs 




in the course of 30 minutes of play.  

Children are not confined to the way things are, 


but are free to live into the way things could be.  

Princesses can suddenly fly, 


interact with dragons, 


and defeat evil within a two minute span, 



while keeping the castle pristine.  

When children play, 


they are not worried about what they have to do to stay in line, 

but are caught up 

and living fully in the moment 


with all its joys and all its sorrows.  

We know which option sounds more ideal.  


Are we willing to let go of our work 



and let that be just part of our response to the good promises of God?  


Are we ready to live into the promises of God 



and let that be enough to know we are valued, 



we are loved, 



and we are not alone, 




because we are part of the family of God.  

I hope that we are all moving in that direction.
