THE TAILGATER
CNY CHAPTER SPAAMFAA®
®
Home of the Belle Isle Reserve Fire Company
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2015 CNY
CHAPTER OFFICERS, President Pat Gannon,
Vice President Gary Colella, Treasurer Gary
Thurston, Secretary Fuzzy Taber, Membership
Secretary Mary Thurston and Directors Don
Herb and Dave Sinclair.

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

To all those who attended our December
Christmas Party and your generous donations of
food and clothing for the Salvation Army.
Thanks to Mary & Gary Thurston for hosting
and coordinating the Christmas Party at the
Hayner Hoyt facilities.
HEALTH & WELFARE
In January Don Herb suffered a couple of falls
outside his residence while picking up his mail.
The second fall resulted in a fractured left leg.
Don was transported by ambulance to
Community Hospital Campus of Upstate
University Hospital where he underwent surgery
and had a rod inserted in the leg due to the
seriousness of the break. At press time he was
in the rehab section of the hospital, but was
expecting to be transferred to another
rehabilitation facility or home for further physical
therapy.
Tom Laun continues on the road to recovery
after knee surgery. He is able to get around, but
describes his recovery as slower than he was
expecting.
Mike Waters has suffered some serious health
issues and is now at Emeritus at East Side
Manor, 7164 East Genesee Street, Fayetteville,
NY 13066.

YOUR 2015 DUES ARE PAYABLE
NOW
PLEASE RENEW IN A TIMELY MANNER &
GET A FRIEND TO JOIN THE CNY CHAPTER
The Editor thanks Dave Reeves and Andy
Henderson for providing information and
materials for this issue.

FEBRUARY 2015

In the February 2013 Tailgater, we ran an
article on the 50th anniversary of the February 7,
1963 multi alarm fire that destroyed the five
story Howard Hotel in Syracuse and resulted in
the deaths of two guests of the establishment.
It’s now 52 years since that tragic fire and on
Page 2 is a follow-up on the history of SFD
Water Tower No. 1 which responded to the
blaze. Richard “Dick” Horstmann, the founder
of SPAAMFAA suggested to the fire officials on
the scene that this would be a great place to
utilize the renovated water tower. He drove the
apparatus to the fire scene that night with the
approval of the Chief of Department and the
tillerman was Pete Lazarski, who at the time was
a SFD District Chief. The official low
temperature for that date was listed as -13
degrees, although some reports had it at -24
degrees.
Water Tower 1
encased in ice the
next morning after
operating at the
1963 Howard
Hotel fire.

Photos By
Mike Waters
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Water Tower Co. 1 was organized on March 29, 1892, and the first water tower apparatus was an 1892
Hale 55 foot tower. This was later mated with a 1919 American LaFrance tractor. In 1923, a new 65 foot
American LaFrance water tower was put in service. The tractor was described by American LaFrance as
a “Steamer Tractor.”

Above: American LaFrance Factory Photo, Steamer Tractor Registration #4157, Water Tower Registration #13

Below: The front of Water Tower 1 at the Clinton & Jefferson Street quarters of Engine 6, Truck 1, Car 3
and at that time Light Squad 1, the front of which is shown. The Light Squad apparatus was a former
Eastwood Volunteer FD rig that was acquired when the Village of Eastwood was annexed by the City of
Syracuse. One of the ex-Eastwood VFD engines was used as a basis for this new “Light Squad”
company. It was one of two 1925 Obenchain-Boyer 500 gpm engines built on the sturdy Federal chassis.
The pump and hose body were removed at the SFD shops, and a Kohler 2Kw 110-volt generator was
added along with an open body to hold the equipment and spotlights. The new company entered service
on December 1, 1933 and was the forerunner of Rescue Co. 1. (See the September 2014 Tailgater.)
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By 1953 the Water Tower No. 1 was down to being staffed by only two personnel and on February 28,
1955 it made its last run, the Alhambra Sports Arena fire. Shortly after that, the rig was taken out of
service and stored outside at the training academy. Equipment was taken off the rig in preparation for
scrapping. The rehabilitation of Syracuse Fire Department Water Tower No. 1 was undertaken in 1957.
The Tower was originally a 1923 American LaFrance straight truck with front wheel drive, a rear tiller
axle, single wheels and solid tires all around. The tower base was positioned over the tiller axle and the
tower, when bedded, extended several feet beyond the front of the radiator.
In the summer of 1957 it was decided to investigate the possibilities of restoring the vehicle to active
service. The Memphis, Tennessee Fire Department had rebuilt their similar water tower and was
consulted for details. The cost of rebuilding the apparatus would be far less than the purchase of a new
aerial ladder. Previously scheduled for scrapping, the vehicle was deteriorating from the effects of
outside storage. In addition to this, the deck nozzles had been dismantled, the engine block was
cracked, and the tires were loose on the rims. At some time in the past, the tower had been dropped
with a load of ice bending the structural part of the tower out of shape about six Inches.
A new engine would cost $2500 and would involve considerable reworking to assemble with an overall
cost of approximately $5000. However, this would only take care of the engine. The vehicle would still
be on solid tires and a substantial amount of work would be required to put the rest of the vehicle in a
workable condition. Another suggestion was to tractorize the vehicle. A suitable used tractor would cost
approximately $5000. Changing the tiller axle to pneumatic tires would involve new hubs, wheels and
tires at an estimated additional cost of $2500. Repairs to the tower and other associated work would
bring the overall cost up to about $10,000.
Finally it was decided to use the tractor, tiller axle and other parts from a retired 1927 Seagrave ladder
truck, ex Truck 1, in combination with the useable parts of the water tower and make a workable vehicle
out of the two. The overall cost was estimated at $5000, and the work would be undertaken by the
Syracuse Transit Company shops.
One of the problems encountered was a difference of 10” in frame widths between the two vehicles. Sub
frames were fabricated to adapt the Seagrave tractor and tiller axle spring mountings to the American
LaFrance tower frame. Another problem was the relocation of the tillerman’s steering position. This was
accomplished by utilizing the main drive sprockets and chain from the water tower. Aside from producing
a workable vehicle, it seemed important to build in, if possible, greater vehicle stability than bad
previously existed. The maximum height of the original tower was reported to be 65 ft. As an additional
safety factor this was cut to 62 ft. A Booster cylinder was incorporated into the service brake system.
Other minor improvements were hose lights, deck leveling guides and axle lights to illuminate the spring
locks.
The vehicle was painted and lettered in
Syracuse Fire Department colors and passed
preliminary tests on Dec. 24, 1957. On Dec.
29, 1957 it was turned over to the Fire
Department.
After being taken out of SFD service a second
time following its last run to the Howard Hotel
conflgration, it was sold by the city and
purchased by the late Andy Henderson, Sr., a
CNY Chapter member. It was later sold again
and eventually was dismantled in a restoration
that went no further. Last reported it was sitting
in a dismantled state in a field someplace in
The rebuilt Water Tower No. 1 at an early SPAAMFAA Muster
down state New York.
at the Barge Canal Terminal in Syracuse.

THE TAILGATER

FEBRUARY 2015

The water tower was composed of the tower unit attached to an American LaFrance “steamer tractor.”
The original, very detailed specification books, one for each unit, still exist.
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TENTATIVE 2015 MEETING SCHEDULE
NO JANUARY, FEBRUARY or MARCH MEETINGS
April 17, 2015 7:00 P.M. Fayetteville FD

May 15, 2015 7:00 P.M.

Dewitt Fire Department

The Vagabond Truck Co. 4
Syracuse’s Truck Co. 4 has wandered around the city since it was first organized over 112 years ago. It
has been quartered with four different engine companies, in five different stations and once had its own
Mini Pumper. Its travels have gone from the south side of the city to the northeast quadrant.
Organized in July 1902, it shared quarters with Engine Co. 8 on South Salina Street. In December 1927,
Truck Co. 8 was organized and Truck Co. 4 set out for another home while the newly organized Truck
Co. 8 moved in with Engine Co. 8.
Truck Co. 4 started north and joined with Engine Co. 16, sharing their quarters on South State Street, an
arrangement that would last for 27 years until 1954. Truck Co. 4 once again set out to the north and east
to a new home with Engine Co. 7 at their brand new quarters on East Fayette Street, completed in 1954.
Engine Co.16 was disbanded the following year due to their quarters becoming structurally deficient.
Truck Co. 4 had the distinction of receiving the first of what would be many Sutphen Tower Ladders
purchased by the SFD, a 1973, 85-foot tower ladder.
After nineteen years with Engine Co. 7, Truck Co. 4 was again on the move further north and east. In
1973 Engine Co. 9 was closed while the SFD’s reorganization program was underway and a new
location for Station 9 was still being debated. Truck Co. 4 moved into 9’s former Oak Street quarters and
was assigned a 1973 Pierce mini pumper, the only truck company to be so paired. The mini was
designated Mini 9. The original Station 9 had been built in 1899 and still had pulleys on the ceiling for
use when horse drawn apparatus had been quartered there. The ceiling beams had to be notched to get
the aerial tower inside. When it responded from the Oak Street station, the building shook, plaster fell
and if turning left off the apron was required, the turn had to be made in several moves.
In 1975, the new Station 9 would be completed, Engine Co. 9 would be reorganized and get their Mini
back. Truck Co. 4 would move to these new quarters as well, and still is assigned there to this day with
Engine Co. 9 and Car 4.
In an ironic twist, when Truck Co. 8 was organized, its first piece of apparatus was a 1916 / 1905
Seagrave 85 foot tillered aerial, formerly assigned to Truck Co. 4. In February 2015, when the latest
2014 Sutphen tower is received, it will be assigned to Truck Co. 8, and Truck 8’s 2001 Sutphen 95-foot
tower will be assigned to Truck Co. 4, replacing their 1997 Sutphen tower.

.
Truck Co. 4 with their 1927 Seagrave 85 foot tillered aerial in
front of Engine 16’s quarters on South State Street.
The apparatus still has solid rubber tires and this photo was
probably taken between the late 1920’s and mid 1930’s.

Truck Co. 4's current vehicle shown at Station 6
is a 1997 Sutphen 95-foot tower ladder (#HS3181), one of three identical units acquired in May
1997. It features stainless steel bodywork, a 1500
gpm pump and a 400-gallon booster tank. They
were the first SFD Sutphen towers to feature tilt
cabs for increased ease of maintenance. The cost
of these units new was $536,780 each. This piece
is scheduled to be replaced in February 2015.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - CNY CHAPTER OF S.P.A.A.M.F.A.A. – USE FOR RENEWAL
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO OWN FIRE APPARATUS TO JOIN SPAAMFAA
NAME _______________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth __________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ____________________________________________________
PHONE (Home) __________________

STATE _______________ ZIP ______________________

(Work) _______________________ E-Mail Address_______________________________

DO YOU OWN FIRE APPARATUS?
YES
NO
IF YES, DESCRIPTION:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
INDIVIDUAL MEMBER

$15.00 _______ $ _________
PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION,

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

$ 18.00 _______ $ __________

FIRE DEPARTMENTS OR
ORGANIZATIONS

$15.00 ______

$ __________

TOTAL

$ __________

INCLUDING ALL RENEWALS, WITH YOUR
DUES TO;

SPAAMFAA
CENTRAL NEW YORK
P.O. BOX 2433
SYRACUSE, NY 13220

MEMBERSHIP YEAR JANUARY THROUGH DECEMBER DUES ACCEPTED AFTER NOVEMBER 1st APPLIES TO THE NEXT YEAR.

THE TAILGATER
CENTRAL NEW YORK
S.P.A.M.F.A.A.®
PO BOX 2433
SYRACUSE, NY 13220
FIRST CLASS MAIL

NO FEBRUARY OR MARCH
MEETINGS
April 17th at Fayetteville
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2015 DUES?

