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Mariner Volleyball Big in Numbers and Optimism
By John Sandstrom
Beginning her fourth year as Mariners head
volleyball coach, Alicia Nopola says she is
more excited than ever. Kelley High School
sponsors one fall girls sport and the response
has been overwhelming with fifty girls participating in the first week of practice!
“The girls work hard and are always optimistic,” said Nopola when asked about the first
week of practice. “We always emphasize the
importance of being a great teammate, but this
year we are also working on volleyball IQ. In
other words, we are working on teaching what
each player can do in a particular situation to
help the team succeed.”

Nopola is assisted by Aubrey Thun, Keri
Johansen, and junior high coach Cassandra
Velcheff. Coach Nopola's sister, Brandi, is a
volunteer coach.
The Mariners have four seniors: Liv Hoff,
Amy Carpenter, Nevaeh Nordlund, and Nicole
Tibbets.
When asked about her role with all the
young players participating this season,
Tibbets responded, “It is great to see all these
girls. We seniors are aware that we have to set
a good example, demonstrate what it means to
be coachable, and work hard. The young play-

ers watch what we do.”
Freshman setter Sophia Blanck says she is
“super excited to be here. I haven't seen these
girls much this summer because I have worked
a lot and it is great to be back at it. I am losing
my voice from yelling to my teammates this
week! I am working hard to get better timing
with the hitters in order to help them and the
whole team be more successful.”
The Mariners will play in three tournaments
this season: Duluth Marshall, Crosby-Ironton
and Two Harbors. The Mariners open the season at home on Thursday, September 2, when
they host the Wrenshall Wrens.

Historic Beaver Bay Tourist Information Center building finds
new home to plant its roots, again!
Submitted by Ed Maki, Jr.
Bay Area Historical Society
The Beaver Bay Tourist Information building has been sold to Tedi (Hangartner)
Kytola. Tedi and her sisters are going to use
the building for their Skipping Rocks Gift
Shop. Skipping Rocks is a family run shop
that has a wide variety of Northshore inspired items including books, jewelry,
candles, soaps, toys, clothing and more.
There is also a fun assortment of vintage furniture and cabin décor. The new location
should appeal to locals and travelers as the
historic building will retain its character, still
provide tourist information and still have on
display the extensive Beargrease Collection
and other Beaver Bay artifacts on loan from
the Bay Area Historical Society. Driving
through Beaver Bay you will see the site
preparation being done by Marv and Travis
Morrison.
The cabin has traveled many miles over its
past 88 years and made one more trip this
past Monday just a couple of blocks to its
new location.
The cabin was built in 1933 and served as
the residence of George Archibald, Camp
Superintendent for CCC Camp 721 in Finland. The cabin was built facing the Baptism River with a screened in porch and a
large fireplace in the living room. Ruth
Himes was only 13 years old when she
worked for the Archibald family taking care
of their daughter Nancy and doing some
housework. Camp 721 closed in 1938 and
most of the buildings were torn down, but
this cabin endured and was sold to Harold
Menssen of Hutchinson, Minnesota.
Menssen moved the cabin to a piece of
land on Lake Superior near the Satellite Inn.
The cabin and property were in turn sold to
Tom and Margit Berg of Minneapolis.
When the Berg family decided to build a
new lake home, the cabin was donated to the
Bay Area Historical Society. In the fall of
1999, the cabin was again moved, this time
to Beaver Bay.
For 22 years, BAHS has maintained the
cabin as an Information Center and has
housed Beaver Bay and Beargrease artifacts.
The past few years, BAHS has had a difficult time finding people to staff the building.
Increasing maintenance costs have also been
a burden on the Society. Even while open,
they saw a decrease in visitation. With the
opening of the new Beaver Bay Wayside
Rest they thought would bring in more
people - it actually brought in less, as people
no longer were seeking a bathroom.

The historic Beaver Bay Tourist Information Center building gets a lift to a new site just
down the road on Highway 61. The building will be the new home of Skipping Rocks Gift
Shop and located on the old Beaver Bay Apartments site. (photo by Christine Mallory)
part of Camp 61. When Todd and Carol
Krynski sold Camp 61, the Hangartner girls
found themselves looking for a new home
for their business.
There happened to be a prime piece of real
estate in the heart of Beaver Bay - the old
home of the Beaver Bay Apartments. In
April 2020, a cooperative demolition between the City of Beaver Bay and Lake
County tore down all the buildings making
up the Beaver Bay Apartments. All the
original buildings were built in the mid to
late 1950's, including the former Spruce
Point Motel and Diner, Snook Apartments,
Ball Apartments, and the Walter Walker
house. All the buildings were acquired by
Erv Johnson by the 1970's.

made an offer to buy and move the cabin.
Tedi has worked countless hours trying to
find the right people to talk to and resolve
all the issues, legal and otherwise. BAHS
thanks her for all her hard work. What was
a dilemma became a Win! Win! Win! for everyone.

On December 29, 2014, the apartments
were purchased by the City of Beaver Bay.
Attempts to market the properties “as is”
didn't pan out, so the decision was made to
tear them down.

What makes this more intriguing is that
the cabin is being moved to a piece of property that my grandparents, Elmer and
Maybelle Wilson, purchased from Tedi's
grandparents, John and Mary Hangartner.
The original contract for deed was filed on
June 30, 1953 between John and Mary
Hangartner and Maybelle Wilson and Edith
Mattson. Edith soon backed out of the deal
leaving my grandmother with the $4,500
purchase price. Maybelle managed to come
up with the $1,100.00 down payment. Subsequent payments were to be:
$1,100 due September 1, 1954
$1,100 due September 1, 1955
$1,200 due September 1, 1956.

By the fall of 2020, the Skipping Rocks
Gift Shop was without a home. The City of
Beaver Bay was without a viable buyer and
BAHS was without a solution. Tedi then
made an offer to the City to purchase the
former apartments property, and she also

Art Lorntson was the realtor for the sale
and had supposedly said that he would be
selling that land again within a year. While
that didn't happen then, it is happening now
with the Beaver Bay Apartment properties
returning to the Hangartners.

What to do? They had a building on State
land that was deeded to the City of Beaver
Bay for the purpose of an Information Center. If not used for that purpose, the land
would revert to the State. For now, even after the building was moved, the land will
continue to be used for public purposes.
While BAHS was in a dilemma, so were
Tedi and her sisters as the Skipping Rocks
Gift Shop was in a rented building that was

The building is set on its new location at the old Beaver Bay Apartments site.
(photo by Tedi Kytola)

