DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Propagation for the 2018
season will resume every
Saturday starting January 27,
10–noon. Bring gloves,
clippers, and a friend.

2016 General Meetings
January 22
February 26
March 26

2016 Board Meetings
February 6
March 6
April 3

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale
Saturday May 12.

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome 2018 and DIG’s
New President, Helen Wheeler

I would like to thank the members of DIG for their
confidence in electing me President for the year 2018. I
will endeavor to follow in the capable footsteps of former
President, Connie Miller, whose outstanding leadership
raised the bar for me to climb and, hopefully, perform as
well as she did during her tenure.

I planted my roots in Brentwood nearly ten years ago, when I moved
from my longtime home in cool, often fog-shrouded Pinole, to the warm,
sunny, plant-friendly city so famous for its farms and orchards. I came
primarily for the climate and was not disappointed. I thrive on warmth and
Brentwood has that in abundance during its long summers, though when
the thermometer reaches into the hundreds it can get more than a little
uncomfortable.
House-shopping carefully, I eventually chose a home on top of a hill in
a quiet cul-de-sac and eagerly looked forward to working on my first
garden. Imagine my surprise and chagrin, when I discovered there was
only rock-hard, yellow clay. I was dismayed but not defeated, and over
the last few years I’ve managed to work around the issue with composting
and vermiculture.
As an avid gardener, I wanted to connect with other like-minded, green
thumb people. I found many kindred souls with DIG, and I’ve enjoyed
every minute I’ve spent working with other plant lovers to bring greater
beauty into the world. In this rewarding process, I’ve forged a host of new
friendships that I’m certain will last a lifetime. Our potluck dinners and
other social get-togethers are especially enjoyable and reflect DIG’s tightknit community. And that’s what we are: a gardening community.
In closing, I would again like to thank all the DIG members for electing me
President, and I will do the best I can to make the coming year memorable
for all concerned.

Helen A. Wheeler
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GARDENING NOTES
DIG’s Bi-Annual Auction
Brentwood Community
Methodist Church, 809
Second Street in Brentwood.
Monday, January 22, 2018
6:30 pm
Garden related treasure to be
auctioned

Joe Truskot Blog
I’ve created a new gardening blog
and would love to have you visit it
and then click follow.
The content is mostly roses but
there will also be information on
local gardening events, annuals,
vegetables, perennials, and
general plant care and nurturing.
The climate of California’s Central
Coast is unlike most of the
country and the blog will be full
of locally applicable content and
observations.
http://enterprises.joetruskot.com/

Thanks in advance for
following me.
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JANUARY 2018 FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR!
The January general meeting on Monday the 22nd will be our biennial
garden auction. This is a good time to clean out garden or kitchen related
items that you no longer need, so clean out your garage, tool shed,
cupboard, etc. of those items that you no longer need. Bring your items to
the meeting at 6:30 to be set up for display, at 7:00 have some refreshments
and view all items, note those items that you want to bid on when bidding
begins. This is always a fun event and is a fund raiser for the club to help
cover our expenses. Garden or kitchen related items in good and clean
condition only, such as garden tools, flower pots, garden statuary, etc., no
books, magazines or baskets please. Any items that you bring and is not
purchased please take home with you. Hope to see you there.
If you need information on when and what to prune, http://www.gardening.
about.com has two good articles to help with Perennial Plants to prune in
the fall (https://www.thespruce.com/perennial-plants-to-cut-back-in-thefall-1402712) and Perennial Plants to Prune in the spring (https://www.
thespruce.com/suggested-perennial-plants-1402713).
I had an inquiry about pruning Crepe Myrtles, see the video for a quick
tutorial.
https://www.aol.com/video/partner/monkeysee-com---home/139964863/
554785e1e4b0f61941cb6354/
Also, in an effort to present programs of interest to you, I would like to
know what topics that you would like to learn about, any specific speakers
you may know that can present an interesting topic to the club, etc.. Please
e-mail me any suggested topics or speakers that you would like and I will
see if I can find a speaker for the suggested topics or arrange for any
speaker suggested by you. My e-mail address is r.selders@yahoo.com
Thank you for your suggestions
Bob Selders, Vice President, Programs r.selders
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
The good news is that we have 138 members in DIG to date. The sad news
is that only 71 members have paid their membership dues for the new year.
I’ve reminded members at meetings, pleaded in the Weeder since October
and even provided envelopes already addressed to DIG. The rest is up to
you, dear members. Please mail your check made out to DIG TODAY. The
dues are still only $15 for an individual or $20 for a family. Please be sure
to include the sign up slip on the back of the Weeder with your payment.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Chris Artz, Membership Chairperson
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BOARD MINUTES—NOVEMBER 25, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Helen. She reported that DIG
received thank you notes from Hope House and the City of Brentwood’s
Community Chest for our recent donations. Bob said that many speakers
for the year are in place -except for February. Ginger presented the
Treasurer’s report. There was a discussion regarding a new Treasurer’s
report format. The new format will be used for future reports. Chris
said that DIG’s membership stands at 138. Debbie reported that the
Brentwood Neighborhood Committee “Homes of the Season” winner for
Christmas was Hugh and Carolyn Bursch, 2860 Spanish Bay. They had
a Disney theme and it was truly a winter wonderland. Congratulations to
Hugh and Carolyn. Carole stated that the Field Trip Committee will be
meeting January 15th to plan Field Trips. Steve said Plant Propagation
for 2018 will begin on Saturday, January 27th at Wolfe Ranch.
There was a discussion regarding DIG’s upcoming Auction which will
be held on Monday, January 22nd. Instead of a speaker, DIG will have
an Auction which will be held at our usual meeting location. Please
bring donations for the auction to the meeting a little early – about 6:30.
Items should be of usable garden related and/or decorative items – plant
stands, pots, fountains, hats, a DIG tee shirt, a “treasure trove” of goodies
(kitchen goodies also allowed and encouraged)… No books, magazines
or baskets, please. Set-up at 6: 30, browse with cookies, then the auction
will begin about 7:00.
The next board meeting will be on Tuesday, February 6th at 7:30.
Connie will host.
Sue Castle, Secretary
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Artichoke Squares
12 ounce jar marinated artichokes
(reserve half the liquid)
1 small onion, minced
4 eggs
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded
1/4 cup bread crumbs
2 tablespoons parsley, chopped
1/4 teaspoon pepper
Method

M O R E I N F O O N D I G S E V E R Y- C O U P L E - O F - Y E A R S
A U C T I O N O F M O S T LY G A R D E N I T E M S
The most essential element of this auction is that each one of you must
bring something (or even better, several somethings). We need booty.
Garden-related is good, and so is kitchen-related.
Each donation should be an article you have which you no longer use,
want to get rid of, or just need the space it is taking up. This is a good
excuse to clean the garage, cupboard or tool shed. Please, never, never buy
anything to bring to our auctions. On the other hand, don’t bring anything
just to get rid of it. Nice balance. No books, magazines or baskets, and all
items should be clean and tidy.
We are delighted that Emil Geddes will again be our auctioneer, Emil adds
the action to our auction.
Bring your contributions at 6:30 when we set everything up for display.
At about 7:00 stop at the refreshment counter for some cookies and take a
look at the merchandise. Ginger and Sue will cashier: DIG will take checks
or cash. No credit cards. Anything that is not sold will go home with the
bringer. Please note that the time is earlier than our usual meeting time.
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Chop artichokes finely and set
aside.
Cook onion in the artichoke liquid
until tender
In a bowl, beat eggs, stir in
onions, artichokes, cheese, bread
crumbs, parsley, and pepper.
Spread mixture evenly in a
greased 12 x 5 inch baking dish.
Bake in preheated 350 degree
oven for 30 to 35 minutes.
Cool 15 minutes
Cut into squares to serve.
Recipe from the DIG Cookbook,
courtesy Pat Moore
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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WOLFE RANCH
700 CREEK ROAD
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Brentwood, CA 94513

Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

