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I have been taking sailing lessons this summer and my hope is to take the water and written test later this
month so that I may obtain my level one certification that allows me to sign out the 18ft sailboats at Kensington Metro Park. This program is through a community sailing club and is open to anyone. This is not an
article about sailing per se, but I couldn’t resist harnessing the terminology since I have enjoyed my training
very much and have learned things that are applicable to our daily lives!
On one such outing, I learned that the leisurely sail we had out and back was
commonly known as a “gentleman’s reach.” I am not sure who coined this term, but the jargon seems to imply that ladies
are not entitled to this same type of leisure, hence, I prefer the more common name of “broad reach” which seems to be
more inclusive of women, men and children. This metaphor reminds me of Peter and the other disciples casting their nets
widely, not just for fish but for people as well. We have a similar goal here at St. John’s to be a welcoming place for everyone, so we want our outreach to all of our parishioners and the wider community to be as broad and inclusive as possible.
To that end, we have a broad array of activities, events and services planned for the autumn tide. For a complete listing,
please consult the calendar found in each monthly edition of our newsletter. . If you have a meeting or event that you
would like to add to this schedule, please e-mail Charmaine or Father Steve with the information so that it may be included
on our calendar.
Several events coming up this month to be on the lookout for:
1) Casino Trip on Saturday, September 16th
2) Rummage Sale over three days Thursday 9/17, Friday 9/18,
Saturday 9/19
3) Fall Festival on Saturday, September 30
More information about these three events may be found
throughout this newsletter. We also continue with our Tuesday EuMorning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
charist celebrations at Hope Rehabilitation Center on the second Sept. 3
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 10:30 in the morning. We Sept. 10
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
have a senior exercise program every Wednesday morning at 9 am Sept. 17
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
followed by our Wednesday bible study at 10 am and Holy EuSept. 24
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
charist at 11:45 am in the sanctuary. On the second Thursday of
each month our food pantry operates for 2 hours in the morning.
Everyone is welcome to participate in any or all of these events. Tuesday Worship
Sept. 12
Hope Health Care Eucharist 10:30 am
For more information, please contact Fr. Steve.
10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
Many people believe that January 1 is the only time to make Sept. 26
Hope Health Care
resolutions for the coming year, but I would like to invite all of us
to set our sights on making new commitments to our local community of faith this month. We need everyone to share time, talent Wednesday Worship
Bible Study 10:00 am
and treasure with us to make St. John’s the warm, welcoming, spir- Sept. 6
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
itual place that feeds our souls. We will talk more about this celebration of stewardship in the coming weeks and how you can make Sept. 13
Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
a difference! I hope that all of you had a wonderful summer and
that you are setting your course once again toward the safe port of Sept. 20
Bible Study 10:00 am
St. John’s for the coming fall and winter season.
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Sept. 27

No Bible Study or Holy Eucharist

A Deacon for St. John’s
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You may have already heard that our bishop has assigned Carolynn Johnson to be the deacon at both St. John’s
and Nativity. Since we are already sharing a priest, it makes sense that we would share a deacon as well.
Carolyn’s first Sunday at St. John’s will be September 10th and then she will be alternating Sundays between
the two congregations just as Fr. Steve is doing. We asked Carolyn to write a biography for this newsletter and the
following is what she would like to share with us.
I was born and reared in the Detroit area. I lived and attended colleges around the state of Michigan. Currently, I live
in Southfield where I have resided almost forty years. I have raised four children, one deceased, and have a good relationship with them, my twelve grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
I completed my Bachelor of Science in Psychology and my Masters of Social Work (LMSW) at Wayne State and Eastern
Michigan, respectively. I am retired from the state of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. I worked with
Juvenile delinquents as a Group leader at a boy’s training school in Genesee County. I then
transferred to Oakland County where I was assigned as a Foster care specialist, Delinquency specialist and eventually
as a supervisor for Intake of abuse and neglect for Oakland County, and Delinquency, Foster care and senior supervisor
for those in the Masters Degree program (MSW) at Eastern Michigan University.
While I was a supervisor, I enrolled in the diaconate program through Whitaker Institute after completing a year in
EYSJ (Exploring your spiritual journey). I completed my classes part time over the next four or five years and then as
part of the program enrolled in Clinical Pastoral Education where I attended classes at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann
Arbor and performed my duties as a chaplain at St. Mary’s Mercy Hospital in Livonia.
Once I finished the program I was then assigned to St. Luke’s, Ferndale having been sponsored by St. David’s in Southfield. I was ordained a Deacon in December, 2016.
I have been a Eucharistic Minister (EM), Eucharistic Visitor (EV), senior warden on the Vestry, teacher of the EM and
EV certification program and leader of various other ministries.
I have been a member of the Order, Daughters of the King since 2006. I initiated the “Healing Prayers” ministry at St.
David’s and led the Litany of Healing at St. Luke’s several times. While at St. Luke’s I initiated the “Helping Hands” ministry to assist those of the congregation with need for assistance in some area of their life. I led “Morning Prayer” at a
nursing home in Ferndale with those who are at various levels of memory loss, debilitating diseases or in need of rehabilitation.
I hope that my position as a deacon at St. John’s will allow me to assess and then assist with the needs of the congregation. Whether it is as your deacon, assisting your priest or as a leader of Bible studies, trainer, facilitator, officiant at
“Morning Prayer”, taking Holy communion to those in the hospital or shut-ins, I am willing and able to live up to the
ministry.
Hopefully even new ministries will be found and embarked upon. I look forward to serving this community as your deacon. Peace and love,
Reverend Deacon, Carolynn E. Johnson

Roof Repair Completed!

Last month the flat roof on our building was replaced.
Thanks to an anonymous donor in our
parish we were able
to pay the $9,000 bill
in full. We are very
happy that the leaks
are fixed! Thank you
to Ken Coyne and
Don Streeter who coordinated this effort!
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Dine on theVine with Spirits!
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This upscale social event features wine and spirit tasting
with appetizers in the beautiful Gallery and Patio of the Westland City Hall.
36300 Warren Road, Westland Michigan 48185

September 22, 2017 from 6 pm until 9 pm

Admission $30 per person • Buy tickets from Mary Vellardita or the Chamber of Commerce.
Call 734-326-7222 for more info. Partial proceeds go to St. John’s Food Pantry!

Saturday, September 30
10 am - 11 pm
Craft Show 10am-3pm
Fall Fest Food & Bake Sale
Beer Tent • Silent Auction • Bounce House
Children’s Activities • Face Painting & Balloons
Live Entertainment 2pm - 10pm:
2-4pm Del Rays • 4-6pm Rob & Max Acoustic
6-8 pm Benny Speer (of Benny & the Jets)
8-10 pm Big City Country with Andy “Barron” Spisak
Get Ready for Flu Season!
CVS Flu Shot Clinic Open 11 am - 3pm
*Silent Auction ends at 9 pm. Need not be present to win.

If you haven’t already, please consider a Fall Festival Sponsorship or donation.

Fall Festival Sponsor Levels
Golden Harvest Sponsors $500
Major Sponsor $300
Supporting Sponsor $100
Friends of St. John’s $25+

We are grateful for donation of any amount.
May God bless you for your generosity! Please
give your donations to Charmaine.
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Thursday, Sept. 21 thru
Saturday, Sept. 23

Rummage Sale Hours:

Thursday, Sept. 21 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Friday, Sept. 22 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Saturday, Sept. 23* 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(*Saturday only: 1⁄2 off or $5 per bag!!)

Clean Up: Sun. Sept. 24 after Coffee Hour
Donations may be dropped off in the Lounge,
Sun. 9/17 & Mon. 9/18 (Mon. 11am-2:45pm)
Any questions: contact Angela Hamblin

Proceeds to St. John’s Outreach Mission Projects

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

Sept. 14, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, Sept. 10 or earlier!

SEPT. EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday:
Sept. 10 Vestry Meeting & Daughter’s of the King
Sept. 17 Breakfast between Services
Wednesdays:
Sept. 6, 13, 20 & 27 Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am
Sept. 21-23
Sept. 22
Sept. 16
Sept. 30

Thursday - Saturday:
Rummage Sale

Friday:
Dine on the Vine. Food pantry
fundraiser, 6-9 pm
Saturday:
Casino Trip
Fall Festival

Greektown Ca$ino
Bu$ Trip Sept. 16!

We will be meeting in the church parking lot at 10:00 am and
taking a bus to the Greektown Casino in Detroit. The bus
leaves at 10:15 am, so please do not be late! The cost is $40
per person and you will receive $20 back in free slot machine
credit once we arrive at our destination. There is a sign up
sheet on the Parish Hall table and you may purchase tickets
from any vestry member or from Charmaine in the office. Invite a friend or family member to come with you!
CASINO BUS TRIP ITINERARY:
9:45 am
Gather in church parking lot
10:15 am
Depart from St. John's
4:45 pm
Return to St. John's
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