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The History of Earth Day
Began April 22, 1970
The Idea for the first Earth Day
The idea for a national day to focus
on the environment came to Earth
Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California.
Inspired by the student anti-war movement, he realized that if he could infuse
that energy with an emerging public
consciousness about air and water pollution, it would force environmental
protection onto the national political
agenda.
Senator Nelson announced the
idea for a “national teach-in on the
environment” to the national media;
persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-minded Republican Congressman,
to serve as his co-chair; and recruited
Denis Hayes from Harvard as national
coordinator. On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans took to the streets,
parks, and auditoriums to demonstrate
for a healthy, sustainable environment
in massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities organized protests against the deterioration
of the environment. Groups that had
been fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw
sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, and the
extinction of wildlife suddenly realized
they shared common values.
Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare
political alignment, enlisting support

from Republicans and Democrats, rich
and poor, city slickers and farmers,
tycoons and labor leaders. By the end
of that year, the first Earth Day had led
to the creation of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and
the passage of the Clean Air, Clean
Water, and Endangered Species Acts. “It
was a gamble,” Gaylord recalled, “but it
worked.”
As 1990 approached, a group of
environmental leaders asked Denis
Hayes to organize another big campaign. This time, Earth Day went global,
mobilizing 200 million people in 141
countries and lifting environmental
issues onto the world stage. Earth Day
1990 gave a huge boost to recycling
efforts worldwide and helped pave
the way for the 1992 United Nations
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. It also
prompted President Bill Clinton to
award Senator Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1995)—the
highest honor given to civilians in the
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United States—for his role as Earth Day
founder.
Earth Day Today
As the millennium approached,
Hayes agreed to spearhead another
campaign, this time focused on global
warming and a push for clean energy.
With 5,000 environmental groups in a
record 184 countries reaching out to
hundreds of millions of people, Earth
Day 2000 combined the big-picture
feistiness of the first Earth Day with
the international grassroots activism
of Earth Day 1990. Much like 1970,
Earth Day 2010 came at a time of great
challenge for the environmental community. Climate change deniers, wellfunded oil lobbyists, reticent politicians,
a disinterested public, and a divided
environmental community all contributed to the narrative—cynicism versus
activism.
Despite these challenges, Earth Day
prevailed and Earth Day Network reestablished Earth Day as a relevant, powerful focal point. Earth Day Network
brought 250,000 people to the National
Mall for a Climate Rally, launched the
world’s largest environmental service
project—A Billion Acts of Green®–introduced a global tree planting initiative
that has since grown into The Canopy
Project, and engaged 75,000 partners
in 192 countries in observing Earth Day.
Today, the fight for a clean environment continues with increasing
urgency, as the ravages of climate
change become more manifest every
day. We invite you to be a part of Earth
Day and help write many more chapters—struggles and victories—into the
Earth Day book.
2020 marks the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day. In honor of this milestone, Earth Day Network is launching
an ambitious set of goals to shape
the future of 21st century environmentalism. Learn more here.
www.earthday.org/earthday/countdown-to-2020/

session at sunrise or sunset for an even
more beautiful and relaxing experience.
2. Have old outdoor gear, toys, or
clothes that you’re looking to replace?
Host a neighborhood clothing or toy
swap. This is a great way to find a
new home for items you’re looking
to part with, snag some “new” goods,
and reduce waste by diverting your
unwanted belongings from landfills.
3. We’ve all heard of New Year’s
resolutions, but what about Earth Day
resolutions? Create a checklist with
some short term and long term goals,
or jot down some eco-minded ideas in
a journal to inspire you to treat every
day like Earth Day!
4. Nothing says Earth Day like a
rejuvenating hike and litter clean-up
combo! Whether you’re hitting the trail
with a group of friends or going for a
solo stroll around the neighborhood,
this is a great way to get in your exercise for the day while helping to keep
our planet beautiful. 5. Have old electronic devices or equipment sitting
around? You’re not the only one! Host
a drive at your workplace or school to
collect e-waste and other materials
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10 Ways to Celebrate
Earth Month
As we head into Earth Month and
look forward to Earth Day on April 22,
now is a great time to start planning
how you might want to celebrate! If
you’re still searching for fun activities,
no worries—here are 10 ideas to help
get you started:
1. Gather your friends and colleagues for a casual outdoor yoga
or stretching session. This is a great
activity to help you concentrate on
mind-body wellness while connecting
with the outdoors. Pro tip: Plan your

that can be difficult to recycle.
6. Get crafty with some environmentally-inspired Do-It-Yourself
projects! Transform your old T-shirts
into fun reusable shopping totes,
or create homemade stationary by
making biodegradable seed paper.
7. Plant a tree, or two, or three!
Get your hands dirty and plant some
native flowers or trees to help restore
local habitats and keep our planet
beautiful.
8. There’s no better time to get
started on your spring cleaning than
Earth Month! Use environmentallyfriendly cleaning products to make
your home spotless, and get rid of
clutter by collecting gently used
clothes, furniture, and other household items you no longer have a use
for to donate to people in need.
9. Earth Day is a great opportunity
for us to reflect on our own ecological footprints and consider ways
in which we can reduce our impact
on a daily basis. A great way to start
thinking about this is by going on
“scavenger hunt” of your home or
your workplace to search for areas
where you can reduce waste, energy,
and water use. Not only will you be
conserving natural resources, but the
savings you generate can help your
wallet too!
10. Find some time to enjoy
nature-themed books like Dr. Suess’s
The Lorax—a great option for children and adults alike!
www.teamsierra.org
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VISIT US AT WRITER SQUARE OR LIVSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

WRITER SQUARE - DOWNTOWN GOLDEN TRIANGLE

LODO

RINO

1512 Larimer Street #27 $710,000
2 bedrooms, 3 baths, 1,801 sq ft.

475 West 12th Avenue #9E $995,000
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,640 sq ft.

1560 Blake Street, PH#810 $875,000
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,396 sq ft.

3243 Lawrence Street $949,000
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,304 sq ft.

HELEN FRENCH 303.246.8704
hfrench@livsothebysrealty.com

XENIA A. MATTESON 303.725.7570
xmatteson@livsothebysrealty.com

ADAM MOORE 303.956.8069
amoore@livsothebysrealty.com

MCKINZE CASEY 480.220.8597
mcasey@livsothebysrealty.com

CRAGMONT

THE VILLAGE CASTLE PINES

EVERGREEN

LOHI

28775 Cragmont Drive $4,200,000
5 bedrooms, 10 baths, 11,052 sq ft.

228 Hidden Valley Lane $1,995,000
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,317 sq ft.

6199 S. Skyline Drive $1,690,000
4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 5,400 sq ft.

1737 Central Street, #501 $1,085,000
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 1,939 sq ft.

KAY BOHAN 303.915.1563
kbohan@livsothebysrealty.com

CAITLIN BRENNAN 303.898.1473
cbrennan@livsothebysrealty.com

KERRY ENDSLEY 303.570.0267
kendsley@livsothebysrealty.com

BRODY STINSON 720.989.5895
bstinson@livsothebysrealty.com

CHERRY CREEK

BEAR CREEK ESTATES

COAL CREEK

GREENWOOD VILLAGE

2400 E Cherry Creek S Dr. #105 $1,195,000
2 beds, 2 baths, 2,289 sq ft.

283 Potato Patch Circle $950,000
4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,773 sq ft.

270 West Rudi Lane $850,000
4 bedrooms, 5 baths, 3,990 sq ft.

3 Beacon Hill Lane $759,000
4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 4,313 sq ft.

KACEY BINGHAM, 720.245.0356
kbingham@livsothebysrealty.com

CAROLINE WAGNER 303.877.4572
cwagner@livsothebysrealty.com

DEBBIE ZUCKER 720.530.5580
dzucker@livsothebysrealty.com

JARED BLANK 303.521.5025
jblank@livsothebysrealty.com

THE VILLAGE CASTLE PINES

HUGHES MT VIEW

CANDELAS

MAYFAIR

1009 Hummingbird Drive #B2 $735,000
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,403 sq ft.

1300 S Quebec Way $599,000
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,400 sq ft.

9598 Juniper Way $499,000
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2339 sq ft.

955 Eudora Street #307E $298,000
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,140 sq ft.

JON BASTONE 303-875-7361
jbastone@livsothebysrealty.com

GARRETT BESERRA 720.560.9312
gbeserra@livsothebysrealty.com

CARLY OLSON 3 303.726.0544
colson@livsothebysrealty.com

KATHY STAIANO 303.333.9489
kstaiano@livsothebysrealty.com

livsothebysrealty.com

|

303.893.3200

|

1512 Larimer Street #46R, Denver
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the rezoning process that many developers use.
Giellis’ and Tate’s proposals arrive
just as Hancock is seeking approval for
Denveright, a lengthy set of plans for
the city’s next 20 years.
Those long-term documents are
due for approval by the Denver City
Council in the coming months, just
as Election Day approaches. Hancock’s
best-funded challengers, including Lisa
Calderón, all have demanded a delay in
approval of the plans.
The administration has defended
the plans, saying they’re the result of a
years-long process that began in 2015
and involved scores of public meetings.
Tate’s moratorium
Tate’s permitting moratorium
would freeze new construction,
potentially including projects that are

Mayoral Election
Some Challenges for
Now-Mayor Hancock
The debate over what Denver’s
future should look like is coming into
sharper focus as the city’s May election approaches, with Mayor Michael
Hancock’s challengers proposing
new restrictions on construction and
development.
On Wednesday, Penfield Tate’s
campaign called for the city to freeze
new construction requests until the
election has passed. In a statement to
The Denver Post, he said there “should
be a moratorium on approving any
new permits immediately.”
Meanwhile, candidate Jamie
Giellis has proposed new limits to

allowed by law but haven’t received
administrative approvals.
“I think some of us are fearful that
there will be a rush to the register,
to get your project done, when you
know it’s going to be held up to more
scrutiny come July,” Tate explained in
an interview.
He clarified that he’s not asking
for a freeze on permits for fences
and other small-scale projects, but it
would include some projects that are
already allowed “by right” under city
law. “If it’s any sort of development or
any sort of project that’s seeking some
kind of waiver or variance, whether by
right or not, that ought to be held up,”
he said.
Giellis’ zoning change
“Rezoning in Denver has become
too commonplace. It undermines the
integrity of the planning and zoning

No on Initiative 300 ~ Right to Survive

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Initiative 300?
This is a citizen-initiated proposal to change the Denver Revised Municipal Code. If approved it would:
• Allow people to occupy all outdoor public places, including parks and sidewalks, indefinitely.
• Prohibit city agencies and law enforcement from enforcing essential laws that protect public safety.
• Eliminate all park curfews.
• Endanger public safety, quality of life and the economic vitality of our neighborhoods and our city.
It may also lead to unintended consequences that could include:
• Curtailing the ability of trained outreach workers from approaching and offering services to people
experiencing homelessness. The measure makes it illegal to “harass” anyone exercising his or her rights
under the ordinance without providing a clear definition of what constitutes harassing behavior. That
ambiguity could have a chilling effect on programs designed to serve people experiencing homelessness.
• Harming our water quality if human waste, drug paraphernalia and trash from encampments near rivers
contaminate our waterways.
• Increasing the risk of an outbreak of communicable diseases like typhus and hepatitis, which are common
when large groups of people congregate in unsanitary environments.
• Significantly limiting or altogether preventing Denver Parks from holding permitted or ticketed events in public
parks.

Who is behind it?
A small group called Denver Homeless Out Loud initiated this proposal. Although it qualified for the ballot in
October, the measure has not been endorsed or publicly supported by any of Denver’s elected officials or leading
civic groups.

Why is it being proposed?
Proponents are rightly concerned about the access to affordable housing in Denver and the well-being of our
neighbors experiencing homelessness. The City of Denver and community partners are taking meaningful steps to
create more affordable housing and provide effective outreach and support services to people experiencing
homelessness (see more detail on page 2). More could and should be done to ensure Denver is a safe, supportive
place for everyone – absolutely. But Initiative 300 is not a solution to Denver’s housing or homelessness
challenges. Allowing people to sleep outside in public places is not safe, healthy or helpful for the people
experiencing homelessness or our community. In fact, based on the way this proposal is written, Initiative 300
may make it harder to provide those experiencing homelessness with resources and services. Denver should be
a place where all people can thrive, not just survive.

When will Denver voters consider it?
On the May 2019 ballot.

What parts of Denver will be impacted?
If passed, this would apply to all of Denver’s public outdoor spaces. People could sleep, eat, camp and/or live in or
around:
• Residential Areas: on sidewalks and in alleys around homes.
• Parks, Trails, Open Spaces & Rivers: including Denver’s major urban parks like Washington Park, City Park &
Sloan’s Lake, our mountain parks including Red Rocks, and our smaller neighborhood parks. Dog parks, trails
open space and river greenways, including Highline Canal, would also be included.

www.togetherdenver.com
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process,” reads a draft issue paper for
the Giellis campaign shared with The
Denver Post.
Rezonings are a way of changing
the development rules for a piece of
land. They are approved by the Denver
City Council, and they have cleared
the way for large projects such as the
CDOT campus redevelopment. Giellis’
proposal would only allow rezoning to
correct mistakes or to allow for “new
land use types not previously considered.”
It also would end the one-byone approval of rezoning proposals.
Instead, property owners would have
to wait for an annual review period,
with all rezoning proposals to be considered simultaneously.
What Denveright does
Denveright represents the Hancock administration’s ideas for Denver’s growth through 2040.
“This is your plan, Denver, the
result of three years and some 25,000
pieces of community input,” Hancock
said Tuesday. Draft plans were published last summer, but they’re now
approaching crucial votes.
Provided by the Denver Department of Community Planning and
DevelopmentA handout prepared by
Denver city officials shows the ways
that Denveright affects different parts
of the city.
The plans would set high-level
goals that would filter down through
neighborhood-level plans and other
projects.
The plans propose significant changes for development and
land use. They suggest that the city
encourage construction of “missing
middle” housing — rowhomes,
condos, duplexes, accessory dwellings
and more — across more of the city,
potentially including corner lots and
main roads in single-family neighborhoods.
The documents also call for
most development to be focused in
“regional” and “community” centers
near transit, where the city could try
to encourage affordable housing.
Those density centers are based on
the old “areas of change” and other
plans, according to city planner David
Gaspers, and are laid out in a “growth
strategy” map.
Denveright also mentions an effort
to improve design quality through
new zoning rules or review boards, and
a greater focus on how development
affects low-income neighborhoods.
The criticism
That’s just a sampling of the action
points described in hundreds of pages
of plan documents, and the chal-
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lengers say it’s too much to process in
the coming weeks.
It’s a criticism that first bubbled
up in the Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation. In a resolution, members of
the citywide residents group described
Denveright as “incomplete and vague”
when it comes to paying for changes,
and it said residents “need more time”
to process the documents.
“Why would you push a plan forward now, knowing that you don’t
have time to implement it between
now and July?” Tate said in an interview, referring to the beginning of the
next electoral term.
“It’s imperative that any plan for
growth truly accounts for the social,
health, and environmental impacts of
that growth,” said candidate Calderón
in a written statement requesting a
delay.
KEY DATES FOR DENVERIGHT
April 15: Planning board votes on
parks plan.
April 22: Council holds public
hearing and votes on comprehensive
and Blueprint plans.
May 20: Council holds public
hearing and votes on parks plan.
“On day one after it passes, there is
a no-holds-barred invitation to bring
even more density and development
to Denver without making infrastructure planning for transit, environment
and affordability a priority,” she said in
a recent news release.
The criticism has drawn a sharp
response from former Planning
Director Brad Buchanan in an email

obtained by The Denver Post.
“For the thousands of hours of
community engagement and thousands of individual contacts and
opinions, this is a slap in the face
to the very community you suggest
you intend to represent,” he wrote
in response to Giellis’ news release
about “no holds barred” development.
“It’s just pandering at its worst. Please
please consider the future of our City
as you decide which rock to throw
next.”
Hancock, meanwhile, said that
“now is the time” to approve Denveright.
“This started with this administration and this city council and it should
finish with this … city council and
this administration,” he said. “We don’t
pass the baton like that. We don’t pass
the buck.”
What’s next?
Denver voters approved big campaign finance reforms — now they’ll
elect a clerk and recorder to carry
them out
To review the plans for yourself,
visit denveright.com. Condensed
“executive summaries” are available
for each plan, as are the full documents and relevant maps.
To see the overall density expectation for your neighborhood, check
the growth strategy map. For more
specifics, find your neighborhood on
the “context” map. Then, look up that
context in Section 5 of the Blueprint
plan, where you will find maps with
more details and other information.

Mayor Announces
2019 Youth One Book,
One Denver Selection
Mayor Michael B. Hancock unveiled
the 2019 Youth One Book, One Denver
(YOBOD) program selection at College
View School.
“The Cardboard Kingdom” by Chad
Sell, a graphic novel published by
Random House Graphic, tells the stories
of sixteen neighborhood kids over the
course of a summer as they transform
ordinary boxes into colorful costumes
and set out on adventures encountering knights, robots and superheroes
in their cardboard kingdom.
Mayor Hancock was joined by Sell,
as well as Councilman Jolon Clark,
students from College View Elementary School, and representatives from
Denver Arts & Venues, the Denver
Office of Children’s Affairs, Denver
Public Library, Denver Afterschool Alliance, and other YOBOD partners.
“The best thing about the Youth
One Book, One Denver is that is really
brings books and reading to life in the
minds of our children, and because
of it, students gain a life-long love
for reading as they participate in the
book-related events and activities,”
Mayor Hancock said. “Chad’s wonderful
graphic novel is especially appealing
because it combines the visual and
written art to provides a whole new
literary experience for every child who
will pick it up and dive into its pages.”
Sell partnered with different
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authors, each chapter following a different character on a summer vacation adventure. With so many varied
perspectives, stories and challenges,
the novel highlights the diversity
found in any neighborhood as the
children interact with each other and
their families.
“When ‘The Cardboard Kingdom’
came out last year, I never could have
imagined that it would be selected for
something like the Youth One Book,
One Denver program, where thousands of kids throughout an entire city
would read these stories and share in
the summer-long activities that Denver’s Arts & Venues has put together!”
said author Chad Sell. “Throughout
every step of this process, I’ve been
blown away by the incredible scope of
the YOBOD program, by the planning,
the activities and the educator guides
they’ve put together. As a brand-new
author, it’s such an honor to think
that so many kids throughout Denver
will read this book, and I hope that
they’ll be inspired to pick up some
cardboard and embark on their own
amazing adventures this summer!”
Summer YOBOD programming
includes group activities, workshops
and classes, and self-directed activities found in the free activity guide.
Events and activities are based on
“The Cardboard Kingdom” and range
from science and technology, to arts
and crafts, to cooking, to writing and
community building.
Now in its eighth year, the YOBOD
■ Continued on page 6
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summer reading program, which runs
June through August, offers children
ages 9-12 a shared reading experience
along with fun and educational programming to help combat summer
learning loss through events and
activities tied to the book’s themes.
Youth participating in summer
partner programs will receive a copy
of this year’s selection as well as educational opportunities related to the
book. Participants can also check out
the book at Denver Public Library
branches, and download a copy of
the activity guide online at ArtsandVenues.com/YOBOD where additional
resources and a calendar of YOBOD
events may also be found.
For more information, please visit:
www.ArtsandVenues.com/YOBOD

DeGette Introduces
Legislation to
‘Save Local News’
U.S. Reps. Diana DeGette (D-CO),
Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA), Zoe Lofgren
(D-CA) and Jamie Raskin (D-MD) introduced a resolution today to recognize
the vital role that local journalists play
in promoting good governance and
accountability.
The measure was introduced as
part of an ongoing effort by DeGette
and other members of a working
group formed to protect and promote
local news outlets across the country.
In addition to calling for the preservation of local journalism, the resolution
seeks to raise awareness about a troubling trend of disappearing local news
coverage across America.
“Maintaining a truly free and independent press is vital to our democracy,” DeGette said. “We, as a society,
rely on members of the press to be our
watch dogs - to sound the alarms and
hold our government leaders accountable when necessary.”
DeGette, DeSaulnier, Lofgren and
Raskin all took to the House floor
Tuesday to urge their colleagues to
support passage of the resolution and
to further raise awareness of the need
to protect local news outlets across
the country.
“We often talk in Congress about
the fox guarding the henhouse, but
in this case too many small and rural
communities across the country have
no one guarding them at all,” DeGette
said. “At the end of the day – for the
sake of our Democracy – we need our
local newspapers, we need our local
reporters, we need our watch dogs
doing what they do best. We need to
find ways to protect our local news
outlets and help them thrive.”
Following is a transcript of
DeGette’s remarks on the House floor,
as prepared for delivery, and here’s a
link to watch video of her speech:
https://youtu.be/XFv5v28-AZg

Denver 2040 Metro
Vision Plan and
Transportation Plan

Arts & Venues
Grants $100,000
Music Initiatives

The Denver Regional Council
of Governments (DRCOG) Board of
Directors will hold a public hearing
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 17,
2019, at 1001 17th Street, Aspen Conference Room (first floor), Denver, CO,
80202.
The public hearing is an opportunity to comment on proposed
amendments to the Metro Vision Plan,
and to the 2040 Metro Vision Regional
Transportation Plan and associated
air quality conformity determination
documents: DRCOG Carbon Monoxide (CO) and Particulate Matter
(PM10) Conformity Determination,
and the Denver Southern Subarea
8-hour Ozone Conformity Determination.
Several opportunities exist to provide comment on these documents:
• Come speak at the meeting on
April 17. If you have any questions
about the meeting, please contact
Lisa Houde at lhoude@drcog.org or
303-480-5658.
• Submit written comments via
email or mail: You may submit written
comments before 5 p.m. on April 17 to
Lisa Houde at lhoude@drcog.org or to
DRCOG Chair, 1001 17th Street, Suite
700, Denver, CO 80202.
• Submit written comments online
www.drcog.org

Denver Arts & Venues is pleased
to announce the second year of the
Denver Music Advancement Fund.
A combined $100,000 in grants
is being made available as part of a
long-term plan to build and maintain
Denver’s music scene.
The grants are intended to provide funding for new projects spurring
growth in the local music business as
well as growing new audiences, particularly youth.
The Denver Music Advancement
Fund is an initiative of the communityled Denver Music Strategy, released in
2018.
“The Denver Music Strategy and
the Denver Music Advancement Fund
shows how Denver is committed to
strengthening our already strong

music scene, growing the music
industry and providing opportunities
for Denver residents and visitors to
incorporate music into their everyday
life through education, performances
and more,” said Denver Arts & Venues
director Ginger White Brunetti.
The Denver Music Advancement
Fund is accepting grant proposals
now through May 17. The effort
is being funded by Denver Arts &
Venues and partners at Illegal Pete’s
and LivWell Enlightened Health, and
will provide grant opportunities of up
to $7,500 per grant to individuals and
organizations supporting Denver’s
music ecosystem.
Funded projects must take place
in 2019-2020 calendar years and
demonstrate financial and resource
matches. For full guidelines, criteria
and application instructions, please
visit www.artsandvenuesdenver.
com/denver-music-advancementfund.

https://rinoartdistrict.org/art/crush
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The full strategy document with
statistics, recommendations and
methodology, may be found at
www.artsandvenuesdenver.com/
denver-music-strategy

Fifth Annual Start By
Believing Victims of
Sexual Assault
As the Start By Believing campaign enters its fifth year, Colorado
authorities are pledging to continue
to believe the victims of sexual assault.
This campaign aims to educate the
community on how to support people
who have experienced sexual assault.
Community members can learn how
to respond if somebody shares a story
of sexual assault with them, plus how
join the national Start by Believing
movement, by visiting www.Denvergov.org/startbybelieving .
“Believing victims of sexual assault
is important and necessary to ensure
our friends, family and loved ones
can begin their road to recovery,” said

Mayor Michael Hancock. “The Start by
Believing campaign not only gives us
tools to prepare for those conversations, it lets victims know that there
are people ready and willing to support them and lift them up, because
we started by believing them.”
A victim who shares his or her story
and feels doubt or blame afterward
will likely not report the assault, seek
medical attention or receive support
to heal. It is already one of the most
under-reported crimes in the United
States, said Denver District Attorney
Beth McCann.
“Too often victims do not report
due to fear, embarrassment, or trauma
while others fear retaliation, worry
about media attention, or lack faith
in our justice system,” she said. “That
is why it is so important that we start
by believing the person who says
he or she was sexually assaulted. By
believing, my office can then build a
case that holds offenders accountable
for their crimes while also treating survivors with respect and dignity.”
With April designated as Sexual

Assault Awareness Month, Hancock,
McCann, Colorado Attorney General
Phil Weiser, Denver Police Chief Paul
Pazen and The Blue Bench Executive
Director Karmen Carter came together
today to pledge to believe victims of
sexual assault.

For the first week of April, the
Denver City and County Building will
be illuminated in teal, which is the
Start by Believing campaign color.
www.Denvergov.org/
startbybelieving

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
womens-homelessness-initiative-volunteer-training-registration-59472978279

Family Owned & Operated Since 1944

Honest Dependable Mobile Sales and Service
ALL TYPES OF LOCKS
OVER 200 BRANDS
RETAIL & WHOLESALE
• We Will Special Order
• Safes • Locks • Padlocks • Digital • All Types
• Door Closers • Electric Strikes
• Locksmith Tools & Equipment Key Machines
• Builders Hardware
• High Security & Master Keying Systems

303-294-0179
2201 BROADWAY
Five blocks East of Coors Field
@ Broadway & Curtis - Free Parking

DENVER'S LOCKSMITH FOR 75 YEARS!
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Arts LoDown
Colorado Governor’s
Art Show May 3rd

Denver Arts Festival
May 25-26 at Stapleton

The 28th Annual Colorado Governor's Art Show and Sale - the
largest fine art show and sale in the
state to feature only Colorado artists.
The 28th Annual Show will be
held Friday, May 3, 6-8pm at the prestigious Loveland Museum located at
503 N. Lincoln Avenue.
Please check the website www.
GovernorsArtShow.org for a list of
artists, and additional scheduled
events.
Funds raised at the show support the Loveland Rotary Club and
Thompson Valley Rotary Clubs’ various causes for local youth including
scholarships for local art students
and Rotary Youth Leadership Camp.
This year, the show has designated
the Thompson Education Foundation Homeless Assistance Fund (TEF)
to receive one third of the net proceeds.
503 N Lincoln Ave
Loveland, CO 80537
www.GovernorsArtShow.org

The Denver Arts Festival has
announced plans for this year’s event,
which will take place during Memorial Day Weekend, on Saturday, May
25 (from 10AM to 6PM) and Sunday,
May 26 (from 10AM to 5PM) at the Stapleton Master Planned Community in
East Denver at the Conservatory Green
neighborhood (8304 East 49th Place).
The festival, which is ranked as
one of the Top 50 Best Art Shows in
the country by the ArtFair Sourcebook
(www.artfairsourcebook.com), an
online tracking system helping artists
target the best shows in the nation is
in the process of signing-up sponsors,
and will have new additions this year,
including live music, a wine and beer
tent and more artists than ever before.
“The festival continues to grow
and thrive at our Stapleton location,
and we’re looking forward to continuing our celebration as one of the
premier arts festivals in the region,”
said Jim DeLutes, the festival’s director.
“We are in the midst of great plans for
this year’s show, and are forming new
partnerships and continuing to show
our loyalty to the people who have
helped us to grow and succeed.”
More than 2 million people have
attended the highly-popular festival
during the past 20 years, and that
number is expected to grow as the
DAF continues to receive favorable
attention from artists and industry
leaders throughout the nation.

During the past 20 years, the DAF
has:
• Welcomed over 3,000 of Colorado’s and the nation’s most outstanding
artists, showing and selling their artwork to a diverse clientele.
• Included artwork of many genres,
including paintings, sculptures, jewelry, photography, clay and other art
media.
• Provided a wide range of pricing,
ranging from under $100 to tens of
thousands of dollars (enhancing the
diversity and eclectic energy of the
event).
More news regarding this year’s
Denver Arts Festival will be announced
in the weeks ahead.
www.DenverArtsFestival.com

MATERIALIS Opening
at Space Gallery
The exhibition will feature brand
new work by Taiko Chandler, Madeleine Dodge, Wendy Kowynia and
Cuong Ta. Showing April 12 - May
25.
MATERIALIS highlights the various mediums and material mastery
of these artists.
Come get lost in these richly
tactile artworks as conceptually
innovative and intricate as they are
visually lush and sophisticated.
400 Santa Fe Drive,
Denver 80204
www.spacegallery.org

Elegant,
sensuous,
one of a
kinds.
Designed for
YOUR Luxury

OF PLACES & SPACES
April 26 – June 8, 2019
HOMARE IKEDA & SANDY KINNEE

Styling for
YOUR Taste.

Model: Eden - Photographer: Michael W. Idm

Fun unique hats,
earrings,scarves
also.

http://www.williamhavugallery.com

3rd Friday Artwalk - April 20th 5 - 7pm

754 Santa Fe Dr. | 303.446.0117
www.carolmierfashion.com

Kirk Norlin: UpClose

Regular Hours 1-5pm Thur-Sat ~Visit me soon

8

720.244.8034
www.KirkNorlin.com
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Down
Wining

The BINDERY | 1817 Central Street, Denver, CO 80211
www.thebinderydenver.com
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Health is Wealth
Youth Suicides in
Colorado Have
Doubled Since 2005

Hearts are heavy this week
after three Cherry Creek students
took their lives in the last two
months. Youth suicides have more
than doubled in our state since
2005.
This is one reason we are
urging the legislature to dedicate $500,000 for the Zero Suicide framework, which provides
training for health care professionals to spot the early warning
signs of suicide.
Health systems that have
implemented the framework have
seen an 80% reduction in suicides
among patients in their care.
When you’re fighting for your
life, you shouldn’t have to fight for
insurance coverage.
We’re holding insurers accountable to mental health parity—the
law that says they must cover
mental health equal to physical
health.
And this is why we need your
voice. We’re asking you to do two
things today. Contact your legislators and ask them to support HB
19-1269 to make sure insurers are
covering life-saving mental health
treatment.
Second, join our Brain Wave—
help us break down barriers to care
so we don't have to face the pain of
losing our youth to suicide.
Your voice shapes public policy
and public opinion.
www.mentalhealthcolorado.org

April is Autism
Awareness Month
Autism Home Support Services
is hosting a family play date to celebrate Autism Awareness Month
and the grand opening of its new
Centennial Autism Center at 8008
East Arapahoe Court #110 in Centennial.
The whole family is welcome:
· Meet Buzz Lightyear and
Batman from 10 – 11a.
· Crafts, tours and an indoor
playroom for running, jumping
and climbing.
· Learn more about centerbased autism therapy, including
individual programs tailored
to each child’s needs and early
learners groups to teach schoolready behaviors.
Local therapists are also
available to talk about topics
including:
· Why early diagnosis is so
important
· How parents can help kids
with autism make friends
· Strategies for taking kids with
autism to new places
Autism Home Support Services, an Invo Company, is the Midwest’s largest provider of Applied
Behavior Analysis therapy and has
served more than 1,200 families
in Denver, metro Chicago and
Detroit. Invo is the nation’s largest
behavioral health services organization, providing community,
school-based and early intervention therapy across 30 states and
600 programs. See www.autismhomesupport.com and www.
invocompanies.com for more
information.
To schedule a visit or photo
opportunity, contact: Deborah
Linton, dlinton2@comcast.net.

Red Rocks Steps Up
with Yoga, Barre and
SnowShape Programs
Yoga returns for a seventh season
as SnowShape debuts
A seventh season of yoga, a third
season of barre and a new event for
winter sports lovers are stepping up
for fitness enthusiasts at Red Rocks.
The amphitheatre will host organized
morning workouts throughout the
summer and fall, with tickets going
on sale April 27.
“There’s no more beautiful place,
and maybe no more difficult place,
to work out than Red Rocks Amphitheatre,” said Red Rocks spokesman
Brian Kitts.
“The Red Rocks fitness series
offers something for fans of all skill
levels who can work out in the
morning and work off the concert
from the previous night.”
The summer season is comprised
of two four-week sessions of Yoga
on the Rocks, with a one-day Barre
on the Rocks event in between. September sees the start of a first-time
event, the four-week SnowShape
Winter Sports Tune-up.
“Yoga and barre have proven to
be tremendously popular,” said Kitts.
“With SnowShape, we’re hoping
winter sports fans will join us for a
good workout, but with the addition
of several social activities that highlight the camaraderie of Red Rocks
and the slopes.”

Yoga on the Rocks
Session #1: June 8, 15, 22, 29
(presented by The River Yoga)
Session #2: July 20, 27, Aug. 3, 10
(presented by Kindness Yoga)
Season Pass: $118 (8 sessions)
Four Pack: $62
Single Session: $16
All sessions from 7-8 am.
Barre on the Rocks
July 13 (presented by
The Barre Code)
Single Session: $16
Session from 7-8 am.
SnowShape Winter
Sports Tune-up
Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12
Four Pack: $85
Single Session: $16
Features celebrity athletes, special
bonus events and merchandise for
four-pack holders.
All sessions from 8-9 am.
Visit www.redrocksonline.com for
more information

www.pprm.org
www.lodoangels.org
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Animal Matters
Front Range Shelter
Leadership Responds to
Pueblo Shelter Closure
Mar 29, 2019 - Joint statement
from:
• Dumb Friends League
• Humane Society of the Pikes Peak
Region
• Larimer Humane Society
• Denver Animal Protection
• Humane Society of Boulder Valley
• Longmont Humane Society
• Intermountain Humane Society
• Humane Society of Weld County
The suffering that happened at
Community Animal Services of Pueblo
(CASP), operated by PAWS for Life, is
unacceptable. In an effort to adhere to
a damaging local ordinance, it appears
animals were allowed to suffer and die
from their illnesses and injuries rather
than being humanely euthanized. The
animal welfare community’s priority is
to ensure these animals are properly
cared for and that they are protected
from situations like this in the future.
Upon the closure of CASP, animal
shelters across the front range worked
together to respond to this critical
situation and collaborated to help
the animals in Pueblo. Animal welfare organizations who either assisted
in efforts to transport these pets,
accepted animals from Pueblo or are
on standby to accept them, include
Dumb Friends League, Humane

Society of the Pikes Peak Region, Foothills Animal Shelter, Denver Animal
Protection, Humane Society of Boulder
Valley, Larimer Humane Society, Longmont Humane Society, Aurora Animal
Shelter, Adams County Animal Shelter,
Humane Society of Weld County
and Intermountain Humane Society.
Upon arrival, each individual animal’s
medical and behavioral needs will be
addressed.
This is a regretful example of how
the No Kill movement, when taken
to the extreme, preys upon compassionate people’s desire to protect
animals. Animals deserve respect, nurturing, support, and it is never acceptable to allow them to suffer. Our entire
community is deeply saddened by this
situation.
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-animalshelter/about-das/newsroom/2019/
front-range-shelter-leadershipresponds.html

Dumb Friends League
Hosts Furry Scurry

The Furry Scurry dog walk, held
in Denver’s Washington Park Saturday
May 4, is a two-mile walk that draws
12,000 people and 5,000 dogs each
year. More than 150 vendors and sponsors offer pet-related products, and
walkers enjoy food, demonstrations
and contests.
www.furryscurry.org

License Plate Benefits
Colorado Pet Fund
You can purchase the Adopta-Shelter-Pet license plate directly
from your local Division of Motor
Vehicles (DMV). No certificate is
necessary for purchase.
The cost to purchase the plate
includes an initial $30 donation to
the Colorado Pet Overpopulation
Fund to benefit homeless animals,
plus the $50 standard fee for a Special Use License Plate, which goes
to the State. The total price for the
license plate is $80 in addition to
your registration fees.
At the time of renewal, the
plate holder will be charged a $25
annual donation. You can also get
a personalized Adopt-a-Shelter-Pet
plate.
https://www.coloradopetfund.
org/purchase-plate

Friends Support
Each Other

Adopt
-AManatee®
1-800-432-5646
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

Lucky Mutt Strut

Thursday, June 13th, 2019
Addenbrooke Park Lakewood
Checkin Starts at 6:00pm
2k Walk/Run at 7:00pm

www.furryscurry.org
www.maxfund.org

www.denveranimalshelter.org
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R e a l E state

Contact Steve Blank,
Managing Broker at
303-520-5558

38th Ave

Sold data gathered per MLS RES and COND databases

# of sales

avg price

avg psf

median DOM

avg % sold price to list

198
166
-16%

$500,530
$591,139
+18%

$392
$431
+10%

8
22
+175%

99%
98%
-1%

Courtesy of John Ludwig, Broker, LIV Sotheby’s International in Writer’s Square 303-601-1792
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Sold Price Analysis Stats for March 2018 vs March 2019

Broadway

One of my favorite(reality-based) quotes is
“The only thing that is constant is change”.
I first learned this from an Economics professor at DU and have heard it many times since
then. Whether it’s technology, weather, your
family, employment or interest rates; they are all
subject to evolve, grow, merge, modify fluctuate or simply change.
Over five years ago, I saw a report stating Technology has advanced
a million times over, during the prior twenty years. As I was trying to
get my brain around that, the report predicted that in the next twenty
years, advancing technology will progress by a billion times.
Because this is an article on Real Estate, let’s give a little focus to
interest rates. They are difficult to predict more than a few weeks (or
months) in advance; if that. Through the 4th quarter of last year most
economists predicted (mortgage) rates would increase to between
5%-5.5% by the end of 2019. Rates had already rose to 4.75% by the
4th quarter. By early spring, rates were in the 4% range where they
settled and will likely stay below 4.5% into the third quarter. Current
economic conditions, including national and local forecasts, suggest
a steady and relatively strong growth outlook into the foreseeable
future. The real estate market shall remain healthy, however, prices
will increase at a slower pace, while staying noticeably in front of
inflation.
With current rates at a temporary low level (4%ish) , and available
“for sale” homes increasing , we have moved into a (surprising) perfect
storm . Lower mortgage rates are helping buyers qualify for a more
home which is making a difference in the low to mid-price ranges.
And, of course, buyers in the mid-upper price levels love lower payments as well. We have also seen more inquiries from potential sellers
recognizing the opportunity to improve their desired lifestyle.
The current economic climate would suggest the advantages
of looking at owning a second home (vacation or rental) and the
inherent long-term benefits. According to a survey by the National
Association of Realtors (NAR), 49% of vacation homebuyers use their
property as a family retreat and for regular vacations. Many homeowners earn rental income when not enjoying it themselves. NAR
research shows 45% of property buyers purchased second homes
to generate income. When ready for retirement many will move into
their vacation property to enjoy their desired lifestyle.

I - 25

By Steve Blank, Managing Broker
Liv Sotheby’s International Realty in Writer Square

This is also a good time to invest in a local rental property. Low
interest rates and premium rents are a good formula for your real
UNITING
estate portfolio. An experienced broker can help
you become eduextraordinary
cated and assist you in qualifying the best investment for your perproperties
sonal situation. Long-term, the correct property investment can be
WITH
the gateway to an improved retirement, future investment
opportuniextraordinary
ties and even fund a college education. Personally, I had one rental
lives
home for over twenty years. Upon selling it, I was able to pay for two
son’s college educations.CONSIDERED ONE OF DENVER'S TOP PRODUCERS,
PEOPLE KNOW DOWNTOWN DENVER REAL ESTATE
There has been FEW
much
written
about the lifestyles, habits and
BETTER THAN DENA PASTORINI.
cultural propensities of our country’s millennial demographic. It has
As a long time resident of Riverfront Park, Dena serves as a
been important and helpful
learn
this generations
attitudes
and
brokerto
at LIV
Sotheby's
International Realty,
working with
Sellers
and
Buyers
throughout
all
of
central
Denver.
inclinations to become effective and of value to those clients (not to
mention my own family).
720.233.9096 • dena.pastorini@sothebysrealty.com
But, apparently …I am a Baby Boomer. There are more than 75
million of those Babies in the U.S.A. and should also be acknowledged
and understood for their lifestyle needs as they enter a different phase
in their changing world. Nearly 75% of them currently own their own
home and will likely be looking for a change in lifestyle. Here’s an
attention getter; Boomers represent 70% of the nation’s disposable
income and are more affluent than past generations. Most Boomers
1590 Little Raven
#507
1401 Wewatta
believe where they currently
live Street
is not
necessarily
their Street
best#PH4
option
4 Beds • 5 Baths • 4,071 SF • $3,250,000
2 Beds • 3 Baths • 2,678 SF • $2,000,000
and may be looking to upgrade.
Boomers are setting new trends as they defy traditional definitions
of a relaxed retirement. They are looking for more “smart” homes,
amenities, good walkability locations, an active and entertaining lifestyle, and usually desire to be easily accessible to family and friends.
Lifestyles are changing …just sayin’ :)
1590 Little Raven Street #302
1720 Wynkoop Street #212
3 Beds • 3 BathsRealty
• 2,484 SF •just
$1,400,000
2 Bedsmarket
• 2 Baths • 2,456
SF • $1,189,000
LIV Sotheby’s international
released
metrics
for
Metro Denver (all price ranges). Year-to-Date comparisons to last year,
show the number of properties sold was down 2% , with the average
price per square foot up 5%. The average days on market rose from 29
to 36 days and we have 5% more new listings than last year.
The luxury market (above $1 million) compares a little differently
over the last 12 months
(year
over
of properties
1022 Pearl
Street
#101year). The number
2210 Blake Street
#402
3 Beds • 3 Baths • 2,771 SF • $950,000
2 Beds • 2 Baths • 1,793 SF • $869,000
sold was 10% higher (1,749) with prices up 1% average time on the
market fell below 100 days and there were 9% more available listings.
We currently have a healthy., more balanced market for both Buyers
and Sellers.
Referring to the map below, the only significant stats are the
number of sales down 16% and prices were up 18% in those urban
1590 Little Raven Street #904
1143 Auraria Street #204
neighborhoods.
1 Bed • 2 Baths • 1,260 SF • $650,000
1 Bed • 1 Bath • 1,046 SF • $350,000

Federal Blvd.

Cocktail Chattables 4.15.2019

Cheesman Park
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Real Estate
The Coloradan at Union
Station Nearly Sold-out
Condo Development
After the developer of the only
for-purchase condominium project in
Denver’s bustling Union Station neighborhood broke ground in August 2016,
they were intentionally quiet about
marketing the development for nearly
a year to ensure a proper plan of attack
could be executed when it was time to
talk to potential residents.
It’s not a typical approach for a
mass condo project, which typically
requires a pre-sale condition in order
to secure a construction loan. The Coloradan, a 334-unit, 19-story building in
the heart of Union Station, near Whole
Foods and all the retail and restaurant
offerings inside and around the redeveloped train depot, didn’t have any of
those stipulations, which worked to its
advantage.
“We had a real quiet groundbreaking, and while people in the
industry knew it was a for-sale condo
project, the public likely thought it was
just another apartment or office project
going up,” said Brad Arnold, vice president of sales and marketing for East
West Partners, the developer for the
project.
“We weren’t ready to talk to people
at that time or market to them. But
when we were ready, things moved
fast.”
As of late March, only 14 units
remain available for sale as the first
residents of the project closed on their
new homes this week.
From a family from Japan who purchased a studio unit for their son who
attends college in Denver to doctors
and lawyers looking to downsize into
a thriving urban community, Denver’s
first mass condo project in the last
decade is coming to life with a bulk of
those new residents looking to move in
by the Fourth of July.
There are 12 three-bedroom units,
but a majority of the condos feature
one- and two-bedroom layouts.
All studio, one-bedroom and 33
income-restricted affordable housing
units have sold out. Only two- and
three-bedroom units remain today,
ranging in price from $770,000 to $1
million.
A rendering shows a proposed site
plan for a new pool outside the Beta
Nightclub, 1909 Blake St.
There are seven penthouses, all of
which have been sold, Arnold said. The
most expensive penthouse went for
$3.3 million.
“The penthouses sold immediately,”
Arnold said.
As did a bulk of the units after East
West Partners opened a sales office and
launched a website for the development in July 2017. There were about
3,000 interested residents who initially
signed up for more information after
the website launched, Arnold said.
A month later, the developer

The Coloradan in the heart of Union Station neighborhood, near Whole Foods
has all the retail and restaurant offerings inside and around the re-developed
transportation hub.
started accepting contracts. By midSeptember, they had contracts for 170
units — about half of the total units
for the project.
“Based on that initial interest,
we expected a big number, but 170
definitely exceeded our expectations,”
Arnold said.
From there, the developer gave
itself 12 months to sell the remaining
units, which worked out to about 10
to 12 units per month. And that’s basically what the sales team did. To date,
there have been contracts for more
than $250 million in sales, Arnold said.
In the beginning of March, the
project received its certificate of occupancy, allowing residents to close on
their new homes.
To date, the developer has closed
on 59 units, with four more slated to
take place Friday, March 29. The goal
is to finish the balance of closings by
the Fourth of July, along with selling
off the final 14 units.
The first group of residents are
diverse, Arnold said. Some are outof-towners who want a place to crash
when they visit Denver for leisure or
business. Others are empty-nesters
looking to downsize.
A 500-square-foot studio unit,
which range in price from $250,000 to
$370,000, were more geared toward
young professionals.
“These people are buying what
they can afford,” Arnold said. “There’s
nothing really for sale at this price
point downtown.”
There was interest from new
business executives, including those
from VF Corp., which is moving its
headquarters from North Carolina to
Denver, but a large majority of the
residents are people who have lived
in Colorado for a few years and are
familiar with the city.
“There were some people who
lived in condos in another city, so
they’re familiar with it and feel comfortable in it, but most of these residents have lived near Denver for at
least a few years,” Arnold said.

The development also restricted
how many investors could buy units
to ensure most of the purchases
would be residents who call Union
Station home.
About 20 percent of those people
paid cash for their units, Arnold said.
Residences will pay 56-cents per
square foot of space they own each
month to a homeowners association,
which includes access to a fitness
center, pool, club room, and some
utilities, including water and sewer
and internet.
The Coloradan is the only for-sale
new condo development in Union

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
1

DMAR HQ

Station and will likely be the only
one for some time because of the
lack of land to develop in that
neighborhood.
It’s also the first condo development of scale to go up in the
past decade. Other developments, like Glass House Denver,
the residences at the Four Seasons
and The Pinnacle, were all built
between 2005 and 2009.
Over the past decade, condos
fell from being about 20 percent
of the new housing stock in the
Denver market to less than 3 percent — a stat that wasn’t following
the trend of comparable cities.
In 2017, Gov. John Hickenlooper signed a reform bill that
would make it more difficult for
associations of condominium
owners to file multi-million-dollar
construction-defect lawsuits.
Before the legislation, construction defect laws stymied much of
new condo development.
The next big condo project
to open is Laurel Cherry Creek,
a 12-story, 242,050-square-foot
development at 155 Steele St. in
Denver’s high-end Cherry Creek
neighborhood.
Located inside the Cherry
Creek North Business Improvement District, 44 of the available 71 units are under contract,
according to the development’s
website. Those units start at
$700,000.
Denver Business Journal

Saturday, April 27th
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

4601 DTC Blvd. #100 Denver, CO 80237

2

DMAR West Office

DMAR invites the community to drop

950 Wadsworth Blvd. Lakewood, CO 80214

3

DMAR Douglas Elbert Office

off unused, unwanted and nonfunctional
electronics to any of its five drop-off

840 Kinner St. Castle Rock, CO 80109

4

DMAR North Office
1870 W. 122nd Ave. Westminster, CO 80023

5

Colorado Professional Fire Fighters
12 Lakeside Ln. Denver, CO 80212

locations in the Metro Denver area.

5 Locations

Responsibly recycle your
unwanted electronics!
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Real Estate
Local Realtor Invites
Clients to Fly Away
at Balloon Rides
and Breakfast
Colorado Realtor Cindy Willard, of
RE/MAX Alliance, is hosting a Balloon
Rides and Breakfast Event to show customer appreciation.
The free event takes place on Saturday, May 4, from 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
at Maple Grove Park, 14600 W 32nd
Ave., Golden, CO. “We are honored to
host this fun-filled event for our clients,
friends, family and Golden community
members,” said Willard, broker associate at RE/MAX Alliance.
This is the second annual Balloon
event that Willard and RE/MAX Alliance have hosted, and they anticipate
a large turnout. It includes a tethered
15-minute balloon ride, as well as a
delicious pancake breakfast with a
plethora of hot and cold beverages.
“This is our way of saying thank
you to our clients, friends and family
for their support and good business
over the years,” noted Willard.
Willard is a longtime community
supporter with a passion for helping
others. She recently hosted a shoe
donation drive for Soles4Souls, a nonprofit global social enterprise committed to fighting poverty through
the collection and distribution of
shoes and clothing. Willard delivered
175 pounds of footwear to help Soles4Souls in its mission to combat pov-

14

erty.
Willard obtained her residential
license in 2005 and joined RE/MAX
Alliance in the Golden area. Serving
the Jefferson and Denver County ares,
she considers this one of the single
best decisions she ever made, and
later became a RE/MAX Hall of Fame
recipient. To RSVP for the Balloons and
Breakfast Event, please call Cindy at
(720) 933-5075.
www.cindywillard.com

Unwritten Etiquette
Rules Every Home
Seller Should Know
Selling a house takes, well, salesmanship. In other words, you have
to prep your house so it looks its
best. You have to open your door
to strangers who'll traipse through
your home, open closets, and ask all
kinds of questions. And, you have
to do all of this without getting
annoyed or overly emotional!
To help clue you in to some
moments that might test even the
mellowest home seller, here are five
home-selling etiquette rules that
often trip people up. Keep these
in mind to ensure that you don't
annoy your listing agent, or scare
off that special buyer.
1. Don't take offense when
your listing agent says your house
'needs work'

"This is one of the most valuable things I do as a listing agent,"
explains Bill Golden, a longtime
Realtor with Re/Max Metro Atlanta
Cityside. "You may not be willing
to do everything I ask, but know
that this is coming from years of
experience. You want to create a
welcoming environment."
2. Don't view lowball offers as
insults
If someone makes an offer on
your home that you think is so
low you feel insulted, you might
be tempted to ignore the person
altogether—but doing so would be
a mistake. Someone who makes a
lowball offer might be testing the
waters or trying to establish room
to negotiate. Or it could be a novice
at home buying who doesn't realize
the offer is insulting. At least keep
the door open to further negotiations.
“This strategy is one that is
always recommended to my sellers,"
says Jen Horner, a real estate agent
with Re/Max Masters in Salt Lake
City. "Take the emotion out of the
process, the seller should focus on
the numbers at hand and if there
may be an opportunity to close
the gap between the two parties.
You will learn quickly if the buyer is
serious if they engage your counter
and decide to stay in the purchase
discussion.”
Matt Van Winkle, a real estate
agent in Seattle, agrees, noting that
the lowball buyer might simply be
following bad advice.
“Some buyers feel the need to
lowball; it makes them think they
are 'negotiating,' so don't discount
it," he says.
3. Do respond quickly to offers
No matter how you decide to
respond to an offer—be it to accept,
counter, or even decline—do so
as quickly as you can. Most offers
come with a deadline, but that
doesn't mean you should wait until
that deadline to reply. Remember,
your potential buyers are just as
eager to find their next home as
you were when you bought your
house. It's frustrating, from a buyer's perspective, to have to wait on
a response, so be courteous and
answer as quickly as you're able to.

4. Don't tag along during the
home inspection
Once you've accepted an offer,
the buyer will likely hire a home
inspector to check out your house
for any problems. Of course you
want to follow along. Who wouldn't?
Not only is there a strong curiosity
factor at play, but any major problems that are uncovered could put
you back into negotiations or give
the buyer a reason to back out of
the deal. But following along on the
inspection is a bad idea for several
reasons.
First, any criticisms made during
the inspection will likely feel personal—like you're being accused
of not taking good care of your
home—and you might get the
urge to respond and defend your
house (and yourself). A huge no-no!
Second, having the homeowner
lurking around during the process
puts the inspector (and buyer, if
present) on edge.
“Buyers feel strange about
having the seller around during
an inspection, so it is courteous
to respect their privacy and let
them take a look on their own," Van
Winkle says.
5. Do agree to reasonable
requests for repairs
After the home inspection,
there's a good chance you will be
hit with requests for repairs. The
buyer has a right to request repairs,
or a deduction from the selling
price. While you don't want to get
nickel-and-dimed with requests for
every little thing, it's also not in
your best interest to reply with a
flat no to reasonable requests that
are turned up by the inspection,
unless you listed the home "as is"
or already priced it under market
value to reflect significant repairs
you anticipated it needing.
Why? Because once the issue is
revealed through the inspection,
you can't just ignore it. If it's a costly
issue, the buyer can (and seriously
might) back out of the deal altogether if you don't make a concession. And if that happens, you'll
now be required to disclose that
issue to future potential buyers. All
in all, don't let a few repairs keep
you from the closing table, because
going back and relisting your house
won't be any better the second
time around.
Even better? “Before your listing
goes live, your real estate agent
should walk through potential scenarios that you may encounter given
your current market," Horner says.
"What are typical repair requests
that may arise during home inspection? It is always better to shed
light on potential scenarios before
they arise so that you have the time
to think through how you might
respond."
www.realtor.com
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Real Estate

Put Down
Roots
Where everything feels like home.

Progress on our new
space continues!
Kentwood Real Estate City Properties is
completely overhauling the office space with a fresh new look!

Visit us across from Union Station • Open during remodel & construction

Kentwood Real Estate
Cherry Creek
215 Saint Paul St #200
Denver, CO 80206

Kentwood Real Estate
City Properties
1660 17th St #100
Denver, CO 80202

Kentwood Real Estate
Denver Tech Center
4949 S Niagara St #400
Denver, CO 80237

Kentwood Commercial
Real Estate
1660 17th Street #100
Denver, CO 80202

Kentwood Real Estate
Northern Properties
2510 E Harmony Rd #202
Fort Collins, CO 80528

Kentwood.com
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Dee Chirafisi

Your Denver Expert

Selling city and city-close properties for over 20 years!

1

Lakehouse

Price: $499,000–$3,300,000
Sales Center 1565 Raleigh #108
Colorado’s first WELL Building on the
south shore of Sloan’s Lake.
www.Lakehouse17.com

2

Belcaro

Price: $3,800,000
3455 Belcaro Lane
Incredible custom home with
attention to detail and perfect for
indoor/outdoor living.

1

3

Wazee Wire Works

Price: $925,000
1441 Wazee Street #101
Live/work space in the heart
of LoDo.

2

3

4

Larimer Place

Price: $650,000
1551 Larimer Street #1903
Stunning mountain views,
fabulous location.

5

Jefferson Park

Price: $629,000
2622 West 24th Avenue #6

4

Contemporary townhome,
minutes to Downtown.

5

Dee Chirafisi
Residential Expert
Cell: 303.881.6312
DeeC@KentwoodCity.com

DenverDee.com
1660 17th Street, Suite 100 | Denver, CO 80202
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed and should be independently verified. All properties are subject to prior sale, change or
withdrawal. Neither listing broker(s) nor Kentwood Real Estate shall be responsible for any typographical errors, misinformation, misprints
and shall be held totally harmless.
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