Our Savior Lutheran Church-LCMC Port Charlotte, Florida

Ash Wednesday February 10, 2016

Good Day!

The Season of Lent introduces us to the observance of “40 day Cycles.” Why?
Because forty days is a traditional number of discipline, devotion, and preparation in
the Bible. Thus Moses stayed on the Mountain of God forty days (Exodus 24:18 and
34:28), the spies were in the land for forty days (Numbers 13:25), Elijah traveled
forty days before he reached the cave where he had his vision (1 Kings 19:8),
Nineveh was given forty days to repent (Jonah 3:4), and most importantly, prior to
undertaking his ministry, Jesus spent forty days in wilderness praying and fasting
(Matthew 4:2).

Since Lent if a period of prayer and fasting, it is fitting for Christians to imitate their Lord
with a forty day period. Christ used a forty day period of prayer and fasting to prepare
for his ministry, which culminated in his death and resurrection, and thus it is fitting for
Christians to imitate him with a forty day period of prayer and fasting to prepare for the
celebration of his ministry's climax, Good Friday (the day of the crucifixion) and Easter
Sunday (the day of the resurrection).

Lent is a time of stripping down to essentials, as each Christian focuses on his or her
individual relationship with God. It is a time when Christians remember our baptisms,
when Jesus washed away our sins, giving us newness of life to celebrate in the triumph
of Palm Sunday and the glory of Easter. Many early Christians were baptized on Easter
Sunday, so Lent became a special time of study and prayer in preparation for their
baptisms. Later the entire congregation joined in the study and prayer as they looked
forward to the anniversary of their baptisms on Easter.

How will you spend your next 40 Days?

Pastor Jonathon Kosec

OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music
Welcome and Announcements

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER


http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/baptism.htm
http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/palmsun.htm

P: Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with Him,
to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of His creation. But sin
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life
our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Heavenly Father, who
does not desire us to come under His judgement, but to turn to Him and live.

As disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to struggle against everything
that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer,
and works of love —the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. |
invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins,
asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. Most holy and
Merciful Father,

C: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of
saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in
thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength,
and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others, as we have been forgiven. Have mercy on us, Lord. We have been
deaf to your call to serve as Christ has served us. We have not been true to
the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us,
Lord. Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our
blindness to human need and suffering around us, for all of our false
judgments and uncharitable thoughts to those who differ from us, we ask
your forgiveness this day.

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of
sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness, and live. Therefore we
implore Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy Spirit, that those things may
please Him that we do on this day, that the rest of our life might be pure and holy,
and that at the last, we may come to his eternal joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord
we pray. Amen

All who care to partake the Imposition of Ashes are invited to come forward at this
time. Follow the pattern similar to our Eucharistic portion of the service. Pastor will
come out to those who cannot come forward, if desired.

Following the Imposition of Ashes, the Prayer of the Day is shared:

ALL: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made and you
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts,
so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may obtain from you, the God of all
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



HYMN 170 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 1+4
FIRST LESSON : Joel 2:1-2, 12- 17 New Living Translation (NLT)

Sound the trumpet in Jerusalem! Raise the alarm on my holy mountain! Let
everyone tremble in fear because the day of the Lord is upon us. It is a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of thick clouds and deep blackness. Suddenly, like
dawn spreading across the mountains, a great and mighty army appears. Nothing
like it has been seen before will ever be seen again.

That is why the Lord says, “Turn to me now, while there is time. Give me your
hearts. Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning. Don’t tear your clothing in your
grief, but tear your hearts instead.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful
and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. He is eager to
relent and not punish. Who knows? Perhaps he will give you a reprieve, sending
you a blessing instead of this curse. Perhaps you will be able to offer grain and
wine to the Lord your God as before. Blow the ram’s horn in Jerusalem! Announce
a time of fasting; call the people together for a solemn meeting. Gather all the
people— the elders, the children, and even the babies. Call the bridegroom from
his quarters and the bride from her private room.

Let the priests, who minister in the Lord’s presence, stand and weep between the
entry room to the Temple and the altar. Let them pray, “Spare your people, Lord!
Don’t let your special possession become an object of mockery. Don’t let them
become a joke for unbelieving foreigners who say, ‘Has the God of Israel left
them?’”

THE SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 New Living Translation (NLT)

So we are Christ’'s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak
for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” For God made Christ, who never
sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God
through Christ. As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of
God’s kindness and then ignore it. For God says “At just the right time, | heard
you. On the day of salvation, | helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is
the day of salvation.

We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find
fault with our ministry. In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of
God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. We
have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion,
endured sleepless nights, and gone without food. We prove ourselves by our purity,
our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by
our sincere love. We faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We



use the weapons of righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for
defense. We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they
slander us or praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. We are ignored,
even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We
have been beaten, but we have not been killed.  Our hearts ache, but we always
have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and
yet we have everything.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-21New Living Translation (NLT)

“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will
lose the reward from your Father in heaven. When you give to someone in need,
don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to
call attention to their acts of charity! | tell you the truth, they have received all the
reward they will ever get. But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing Give your gifts in private, and your Father,
who sees everything, will reward you.

“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street
corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. | tell you the truth,
that is all the reward they will ever get. But when you pray, go away by yourself,
shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who
sees everything, will reward you.

“‘And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look
miserable and disheveled so people will admire them for their fasting. | tell you the
truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. But when you fast, comb your
hair[d] and wash your face. Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except your
Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees everything,
will reward you.

“‘Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys
them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where
moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever
your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

The Gospel of our Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON “The Way of The Cross” Pastor Jonathon Kosec
SERMON HYMN: 171 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross 1,2,3,4

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)



| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, LORD’S PRAYER
THE DISTRIBUTION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 167 The Old Rugged Cross 1+4
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + 4+ + + 4+ + + + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ 4+
WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! If you want
to participate in the Imposition of Ashes this morning, please follow the directions
that Pastor will share at the beginning of our worship today.
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