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National Forum on Education Statistics 
(Forum)

• Established in 1989

• Known as the “Forum”

• Purpose: To assist in improving the collection, 
reporting, and use of elementary and 
secondary education statistics. 

• The Forum provides an arena for local, state, 
and national leaders in the education data 
community to discuss issues, address 
problems, develop resources, and consider 
new approaches for improving data 
collection and utility.



National Forum on Education Statistics 
(Forum)



SCED Classification System

State education agencies (SEAs) use SCED 
to

• develop course catalogs;

• standardize reporting;

• allow data systems to communicate; and

• facilitate student credit transfers.

SCED is a voluntary, common classification system for preschool 
through high-school courses.

Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and 
schools use SCED to

• establish teacher-student data links;

• identify data for analysis, research, and 
data collections;

• understand types of courses taught 
throughout the district; and

• provide standardized transcripts to 
postsecondary institutions.



SCED Elements



SCED Course Subject Area Codes

• 01 English Language and 
Literature

• 02 Mathematics

• 03 Life and Physical Sciences

• 04 Social Sciences and 
History

• 05 Visual and Performing 
Arts

• 07 Religious Education and 
Theology

• 08 Physical, Health, and 
Safety Education

• 09 Military Science

• 10 Information Technology

• 11 Communication and 
Audio/Visual Technology

• 12 Business and Marketing

• 13 Manufacturing

• 14 Health Care Sciences

• 15 Public, Protective, and 
Government Services

• 16 Hospitality and Tourism

• 17 Architecture and 
Construction

• 18 Agriculture, Food, and 
Natural Resources

• 19 Human Services

• 20 Transportation, 
Distribution, and Logistics

• 21 Engineering and 
Technology

• 22 Miscellaneous

• 23 Non-Subject-Specific

• 24 World Languages



SCED Framework
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SCED Optional Attributes

Attributes are optional elements that can be added to the 12-character SCED identifier to 
provide a more robust description of SCED. Attributes are not essential for SCED. Here are 
examples of attributes:

• Career Cluster

• Family and Consumer Sciences Course Indicator

• Work-Based Learning Opportunity Type

• Course Section Instructional Delivery Mode

• Course Applicable Education Level

Commonly used attributes are included in the SCED file available at 
http://nces.ed.gov/forum/SCED.asp. Many SEAs and LEAs also create their own attributes. 



SCED History

2007 Secondary SCED

2011 Prior-to-Secondary SCED

2014
SCED Version 2.0 and 
Forum Guide to SCED

2015
SCED Version 3.0 and 
SCED Finder

2016 SCED Version 4.0

2017 SCED Version 5.0

2018 SCED Version 6.0



National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) Transcript Studies

• In 2015, the Forum mapped SCED to the Classification of Secondary 
School Courses (CSSC). 

• NCES established SCED as the basis for transcript studies. 

• Information gathered from the map on the types of courses and their 
prevalence was used to inform SCED. 



SCED Spotlight: Iowa



SCED Spotlight: 
Iowa Community College Courses



SCED Spotlight: Iowa
Core Courses for University Admission



SCED Spotlight: Iowa

https://nces.ed.gov/forum/sced_case_studies.asp



SCED Resources 

• SCED Finder

• Forum Guide to SCED

• SCED Master List

• SCED Video Series

• SCED Frequently Asked Questions



Action Items for PESC Members

• Visit the Forum website https://nces.ed.gov/forum/

• Review SCED and other Forum resources

• Provide feedback

• Send Michael to Forum meetings with suggestions



Questions? 



Thank You and Contact Information

• Ghedam Bairu, NCES: Ghedam.bairu@ed.gov

• Download free Forum resources at: 
http://nces.ed.gov/forum/publications.asp


