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One night, Martin Luther King Jr.'s home was bombed by a group of white men who did not like his message about the equality of the races.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The situation after the bombing was extremely dangerous.  Blacks, under the leadership of Dr. King were becoming more confident of themselves, less willing to be oppressed and neglected by society - and they were angry 
- angry about how they had been treated for years by white society, 
- and angry in particular that night that their leader's home had been destroyed.

A crowd of Dr. King's friends and supporters gathered and some talked about getting guns and others talked about getting gasoline and going and setting fire to the homes of all the white people in the area so that they could suffer as the black people had suffered.

The crowd wanted to hurt those who had hurt them, 
- they wanted to hurt those who had burned Dr. King's home,
- they wanted to hurt their enemies 
- indeed, they wanted to destroy them.

I think most of us can understand this feeling, this reaction - We all feel like hitting back when we are hit, We all feel like returning insult for insult, and curse for curse.

That night however did not end up that way - the way that feels so natural, yet reactionary - instead the crowd left their enemies in peace and they went home determined to win the victory with votes instead of with guns, with politics instead of with fire, with love instead of hate..

One of the things that Martin Luther King Jr told the crowd that night that calmed them down was this:
        "When you live by the rule "an eye for an eye and a tooth
       for a tooth, you end up with a nation of blind and toothless
       people".

Martin Luther King Jr. was a person who tried to live by the gospel of Jesus Christ
- the gospel that says:
Love your enemies.  Do good to those who hate you. Bless those that curse you and pray for those who mistreat you.

Dr. King believed with all his heart that a new society could not be built by violent means: a society in which white and black, protestant and catholic, and Jew and Muslim live together in peace.   He believed that one could only defeat one's enemy with love  
- and that the way of violence only begets more violence,
- and that hate only fosters more hate.
       
Love your enemies.
Do good to those who hate you.

These are the messages in our scripture from Luke today.  They are challenging messages as much for our time, as for Jesus’ time.  Jesus continues speaking to the crowd about how to live in love and blessing.  It is about forgiveness, reconciliation and mercy.  It is also about creative resistance.  The directive following this statement to love your enemies of turning the other cheek, has been misunderstood and misused over the centuries.  It does not mean accept the violence given to you.  The ‘anyone’ in the statement “if anyone strikes you on the cheek” would refer to those who were known to strike people, soldiers and masters.  The practice was to strike someone with the back of your right hand.  If you turn the cheek, and they were to strike you again, it would have to be with the palm or open part of your right hand, which is not acceptable in the culture and changes the power dynamic, making the person look bad.  Standing there offering your left cheek actually becomes an act of resistance. Your master is unable to discipline you in the accepted fashion - his powerlessness is exposed for all to see - and with that he is shamed and dishonoured. And. More importantly. You have exposed the reality that master and slave are not in the right relationship reflective of the Good News.  

Similarly, with the taking of your coat, this would be extortion, often by soldiers.  You are left with your undergarment or shirt which is all you would be wearing, so to give that to him as well, you are left naked, embarrassing the soldier, in a culture where it is not acceptable to see anyone naked, and the injustice of the situation is exposed.  

So, love, includes exposing the injustice of a situation.  They are powerful, non-violent ways to expose injustice.  The kind of love Jesus is talking about here is agape which is whole-hearted, unreserved, unconditional desire for the well-being of the other.  As was mentioned when thinking about this passage this week in Faith Formation, loving your enemies does not mean you need to like them or what they are doing.  However, the way we express that is in a way that cares for their well being.

Jesus in fact gives 3 specific suggestions for how to love, agape our enemies:
1. Do good. Which means: do well, rightly, becomingly, truly, justly, honourably.
2. Bless. Which means: speak well of, praise, confer a favour on.
3. Pray for. Which means: lift up to God on their behalf
These are important, helpful, challenging and meaningful guidelines for dealing with those we hate, disagree with, or define as enemies. 

This, and Jesus’ ministry and message is all about relationship, right relationship with one another, which is about love.  If we can expose injustice in a non-violent loving way, it can work toward rebalancing relationships, society, the weight and power that keeps people down.  We need to rebalance toward equity and justice in loving and compassionate ways.

What might this rebalancing look like?  How do we rebalance our society with its increasingly polarizing positions?  How do we love those on the opposite side of this polarization from where we are?  Do good.  Bless. Pray for them.  We want what is best for them, for all.  We all want freedom.  Some recognize that freedom includes being responsible for the care of the community.  Some seem to want freedom to do what they want regardless of the impact on others.  Can one lovingly, non-violently help those in the Freedom Convoy see the impact their demands have on those who are vulnerable, or more at risk in this pandemic time?  Can they see how their protest for their freedom had hindered the freedoms of those in the area who have been unable to get to work, school, or the hospital?  Can we all be more patient because in six months, the whole issue of mandatory vaccinations may be irrelevant, especially if we can work together now towards ending the pandemic globally?  Can those impatient with those who have occupied Ottawa and some borders, be open to listening to their concerns?  Has it been helpful that the Prime Minister has refused to meet with the leaders?  Has it been helpful that some Conservative party members and leaders have been seen taking selfies with and supporting the protestors?  How do we feel when this happens with Indigenous or Black protests?  These are all important questions to consider as we seek to love and rebalance to bring right relationships for all.  It is not easy and it is hard work.  Martin Luther King Jr. realized this and remained committed to non-violent resistance in responding to his enemies and injustice.  Jesus never said following him would be easy, and as disciples, we are called to engage in the hard work of love, agape, in non-violent, compassionate ways that cares for the well being of all.  

May we love, do good, bless, and pray for those we identify as enemies or those who differ from us, so that all may live in right relationship, under God’s love. 




