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American Legion Auxiliary 
elects junior offi cers

By Marge Christianson
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The American Legion Aux-
iliary (ALA) Department of 
Arizona announced its hon-
orary junior leadership team 
for 2017-18 as elected at the 
Junior Convention held in 
Glendale. 

Emily Quigg, member of 
the Peoria John J. Morris 
Auxiliary unit, was elected 
President of the Arizona Ju-
nior Program. Ms. Quigg, 
12, has been a member since 
2013. She has held numerous 
positions at the local unit and 
state level, including poppy 
princess, Unit President, 
Department Historian and 
Chaplain. Based on her volun-
teer work with veterans and 
military, Ms. Quigg recently 
was selected as the Western 
United States Division Poppy 
Princess. Ms. Quigg attends 
Desert Springs Preparato-
ry School in Scottsdale and 
will be attending junior high 
school next year.

Five honorary Junior mem-
bers from the Travis L Wil-
liams Unit 65 in Phoenix were 
elected to leadership posi-
tions for the Department 
of Arizona ALA Junior pro-
gram. 

Each of these young ladies 
has held leadership positions 
at Unit 65 and each has par-
ticipated in numerous pro-
grams, including UMOM, 
an organization that assists 
homeless families.

Aliya Coleman,14, was 

elected Department Vice 
President.  Ms. Coleman at-
tends Canyon Breeze Ele-
mentary School where she 
plays basketball, cheer leads, 
and is in the drama club. She 
is an active Junior member 
of Unit 65 and volunteers 
for programs that feed the 
homeless. 

Alexis Coleman, 17, was 
elected Department Secre-
tary. Ms. Coleman is a senior 
at West View High School. 
She is active in sports and 
dance and mentors younger 
ALA Junior members. .

Jasmine Perry, 16, was 
elected Historian. She is a 
sophomore at Washington 
High School. 

Jada Perry, 14, was elected 
Sergeant at Arms. She also 
attends Washington High 
School. 

Stashanique Stewart,  
15, was elected Sergeant 
at Arms. Ms. Stewart is a 
sophomore at Pinnacle High 

School. She is involved in Top 
Teen of America and is part 
of the Praise Team at her 
church. 

Elected as Chaplain was 
Dayzsa Hernandez from the 
Tony F. Soza-Ray Martinez 
Unit 41 in Phoenix. Unit 41 
recently won National acco-
lades for their homeless lunch 
program.

“We are proud to have 
these young women as mem-
bers of our organization—
they represent not only our 
future, but the future of this 
country” said President Jan 
Cushing.

Also at the convention, nine 
honorary junior members 
received leadership certifi-
cates having demonstrating  
knowledge about the Auxilia-
ry’s programs and activities. 
Plans for the coming year in-
clude a focus on the Auxilia-
ry’s Patch Program. To earn 
a patch, participants must 
complete activities in cate-

gories such as Americanism, 
Community Service, Educa-
tion and Leadership among 
others.

Engaging the next genera-
tion in the American Legion 
Auxiliary’s mission to support 
veterans, military and their 
families is the purpose of the 
Junior Activities Program. 
Junior Auxiliary membership 
is open to girls from infancy 
through age 17. The Junior 
Activities Committee pre-
pares girls to become active 
adult volunteers by provid-
ing positive volunteer experi-
ences that instill the ideals of 
the Auxiliary. These girls de-
velop leadership skills while 
having fun. For more infor-
mation, membership or vol-
unteer opportunities, email 
aladeptazpr@gmail.com 

Editor’s Note: Ms. Christianson 
is a Public Relations Volunteer 
for American Legion Auxiliary.

ELECTION

From left to right, Jasmine Perry,  Stashanique Stewart,  Alexis (Lexi) Coleman, Jan Cushing, Emily Quigg, Aliya Coleman, 
Jada Perry, Dayzsa Hernandez. [Courtesy of American Legion Auxiliary]

Peoria residents 
graduate from 

citizens fi re 
academy  

By Tim Eiden 
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT 

NEWSMEDIA

Peoria Fire-Medical De-
parment  invited 20 resi-
dents to get a behind-the-
scenes look at how their fi re 
department runs. Partici-
pants got a hands-on experi-
ence that few outside the fi re 
department will ever have. 

The Citizens Academy 
was held on Wednesday eve-
nings for fi ve weeks with a 
different meeting location 
every week. After getting an 
overview of the department 
in week one, participants 
quickly got their hands 
dirty on week two as they 
learned about ladder opera-
tions and hose management. 
Each person that was brave 
enough got a ride up in the 
90-foot ladder bucket. Par-
ticipants also learned how to 
manage and spray a hose, a 
skill they would use in week 
four. Firefi ghters also used 
a simulated “doll house” to 
explain fi re behavior. 

Week three consisted of 
a trip to Peoria’s support 
services department to 
learn about the mechanics 
of a fi re truck. Participants 
then headed to the Phoenix 

Alarm Room to learn about 
the 911 dispatch system. 

The culmination of every-
thing participants learned 
was in week four with live 
fi re exercises. After being 
fi tted for a full set of turn-
out gear, participants went 
through the burn house for 
an introduction to heat. In-
side the smoky structure, 
crews explained how smoke 
and fire spread inside a 
building and how the fi re is 
fought from the interior. Fi-
nally, residents got to bat-
tle a simulated car fi re us-
ing the same equipment that 
fi refi ghters use for training. 

This is the fi rst time Peo-
ria Fire-Medical has held 
this type of Citizens Acade-
my and based on the positive 
response from the partici-
pants, it will likely become 
an annual event. 

The fi nal class and gradu-
ation ceremony was held 6 
p.m. May 3, at Peoria Fire 
Station 195 23100 N. Lake 
Pleasant Pkwy. The class 
covered emergency medi-
cal services and include an 
EMS demonstration. 
Editor’s Note: Mr. Eiden is a 
Spokesperson for Peoria Fire-
Medical Department.

GRADUATE

Huntington University short fi lm 
takes top award at fi lm festival

By Phil Wilson
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Huntington University’s Ar-
izona Center for Digital Media 
Arts announced its fi rst short 
fi lm, “The Amazing Mortim-
er,” won the Best of Fest award 
at the Southern Arizona In-
dependent Film Festival. The 
fi lm also won the Best Story 
and Best Advanced Student 

Film categories. The awards 
ceremony was April 21-22 in 
Willcox.

“The Amazing Mortimer,” 
a 14-minute picture, is a story 
about a once-successful ven-
triloquist who finds himself 
at a crossroads in his life. Be-
cause his act no longer brings 
in huge audiences, Mortimer 
is faced with a loss of his home 

and his livelihood. As he remi-
nisces about the glory days of 
the past, he is befriended by 
Thomas, a troubled young boy 
who is also facing a frightening 
future. Their newfound friend-
ship prompts an act of sacri-
fi ce and generosity that gives 
them both hope for the future. 

The script was written by 
student Joe Stone, of Glen-

dale, while Phil Wilson, Ari-
zona Digital Media Arts Pro-
gram Director, produced and 
directed the fi lm. 

Fifteen students from the 
Arizona Center for DMA 
played key roles including 
script supervisor, grip and 
assistant camera. 
Editor’s Note: Mr. Wilson is a 
Spokesperson for Huntington 
University.

FILM FESTIVAL

Phil Wilson, Arizona Digital Media Arts Program Director, (left) is on set at 
Theater Works (Peoria Center for Performing Arts) directing a scene with 
Mortimer, actor Greg Joseph. [Courtesy of Huntington University]


