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Announcements
Prelude

“Lamb of God”

Twila Paris, Arr. Lloyd Larson

Call to Worship

Sue McGowan

Leader: Gather to offer God your worship and praise.
Exalt him who is and was and is to come.
People: God’s deeds are wonderful, too marvelous to describe.
May every living creature praise our God!
Leader: Jesus is risen, the first to conquer death.
Christ is ruler over all the kings of earth.
People: We praise God for his mighty deeds and extravagant grace.
We worship God for his faithful works and loving care.
Leader: Jesus comes among us and offers us peace.
Christ sends us out to proclaim good news.
People: We are witnesses to the God who acts.
We will make known the salvation of our God.
*Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia, Hearts to Heaven
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Gathering Prayer

Sue McGowan

We praise you, Great God, for you are the creator of new possibilities. Here we would open
our hearts to receive your saving grace and open our mouths to sing of your glory. When our
distress encloses us in sealed rooms, become to us a living presence. When our doubts overtake
our faith, speak to us your word of peace. When our courage wavers in the face of our fears,
uplift us with the breath of your spirit. Meet us here in this hour, that we may be transformed
by the power of your resurrection and go from here as witnesses and servants of your good
news. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Acts 5:27-32

Sue McGowan

The stories of the early church often expose a clash between the religious establishment and the
disciples of Jesus. Certainly, the gospel challenges and undermines the powers of oppression, but
the gospel is always a word and an act of mercy. This text, from beginning to end, is the all to
common story of human fear and self-protection being at odds with the greater story of God’s
mercy. What Peter is preaching to the council is not vengeance, but the gospel of grace.
27

When they (the temple guard) had brought them (the apostles), they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this
man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any
human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him
on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.”
John 20:19-31

Rosemary Dawson

Every year, following the story of Jesus’ resurrection we hear the story of ‘doubting Thomas’, from
the gospel of John. John’s stated purpose for his gospel is that the people may “believe” in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. However, our English term ’believe’ can be mis-leading; it focuses on
mental assent, whereas the original Greek word emphasizes relational trust. If this is the case, how
might we then understand Jesus’ words” do not doubt, but believe”?
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When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
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sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Special Music

The Power of Your Love

Sermon
The Scars of Life
There is a dictum that says ‘live long enough, and you will have scars.’ Anyone who hears it knows
it rings true. All of us have scars, and with it comes the story and the significance of how we got a
particular scar. There are scars we got from surgery or from accidents, and there are other scars we
have received from broken relationships and lost dreams. The point is that to be human is to have
scars.
In today's gospel reading, we hear the story of not just one scar, but a multitude of scars. The
disciples are broken, fearful and locked away from the world. You might say their hearts had been
scarred by all that had happened since Palm Sunday. They had expected a glorious victory, but they
were faced instead with a cross. That was a crushing loss. Then, just a few days later, they are
interrupted by the news, good news, that Jesus is alive. But to them, it is not just ‘too good to be
true’, it is incomprehensible. And yet, beyond all possibilities the risen Christ suddenly appears
before them, greeting them has he had so often before – "Peace be with you."
Did they celebrate with whoops of laughter and joyful songs? Hardly. They can’t even recognize
that this is really Jesus. They are too wounded. In fact, Luke reports that when the disciples first saw
Jesus, “they shrank back in terror because they thought they were seeing a ghost.” (Luke 24:37) But
Jesus meets their fear and says to them Look at my hands and feet; it’s really me! Touch me, and
see for yourselves. Spirits don’t have flesh and bones, but you can see that I do.” (Luke 24:37-39).
There can be no doubt about it – Jesus is standing before them in the flesh. He is a genuine human
being. They saw, they touched and they believed. John says the same thing in our Gospel reading
today, on the evening of his resurrection Jesus stands among his disciples and "He showed them his
hands and his side (John 20: 20). He showed them his scars and then, only then, only when they
saw, did they rejoice.
And even poor Thomas, who missed out on that amazing appearance, was met by Jesus a week later
and was invited to "Put your finger here; and examine my hands. Reach out your hand and put in
into my side. Do not doubt any longer, but believe. " And it is then, and only then, that Thomas
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courageously declares, “My Lord and my God.” For Thomas and the other disciples belief came
when they saw Jesus’ scars.
It seems that the gospel writers are deliberately making a connection between belief in the risen
Christ and the scars of Jesus. Think about it, the risen Christ could have easily erased the scars he
had received from the nails and spear, not to mention the scars of the crown of thorns and the
scourging. In fact, we would expect that the risen Christ would have a perfect body and no scars.
But the risen Christ does have scars. And it is by those scars that Jesus was recognized and his
disciples became filled with hope and joy and peace.
Jesus’ scars are important, and always will be, because they are central to our faith. The power of
the resurrection proclaims to us that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God, in all his fullness; but the
scars remind us that Jesus Christ is also the Son of Man, fully, truly human. The divine Risen Christ
bears human scars because only a wounded God could save us. The first letter of Peter reminds us,
“by his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pet 2:24). It is in our woundedness, that we need, not an
untouched, rarified God, but a Savior and Lord who meets us fully, as one who bears scars and
embodies life.
Jesus makes a point of showing his scars to all his disciples, then and now. Whether we are doubting
or believing, fearful or confident, distressed or hopeful, forlorn or joyful; the risen Christ wants to
show us, all of us, that suffering, brokenness, even death does not have the last word. God does.
Christ would lead us from our fears and doubts and dismay, into a new life of hope and promise,
strength and courage.
The scars of Christ are the healing of the world and the resurrection of Christ is the promise of life
and the joy of faith. To meet the Christ, to know his scars and discover his resurrection, to believe
the God of mystery and power, goodness and grace, is to open the door to everlasting life.
How might the Risen Christ meet us today?
Amen.
*Hymn

Now the Green Blade Rises
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Wondrous God, we praise you and thank you for all your goodness to us. We thank you once again
for Jesus Christ, who reached out in love for us in acts of compassion, in the work of the cross, and
in the power of his resurrection. We thank you that through his Spirit he continues to touch our lives
with the power of everlasting life. And so, we come to you that we may sense your touch, and
become the hands of Christ in our world today.
We pray, Holy God, for your church and for this congregation. May the mystery of the cross and
wonder of the resurrection always be the heart of our faith. May we not only know the peace Christ
offers, but also the power to live as his witnesses and servants, here in Northfield and throughout
the world.
We pray as well, for all our leaders. May they know your truth, your grace and your power as they
seek to establish your justice and peace among the nations. And we pray for those who are suffering
today. Grant your healing touch to those who are ill, your comforting presence to those who mourn,
and your caring support to those who are in need. We especially lift up…. and we thank you for…
We praise you, Glorious God, for the depth of your love for us, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord,
who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
When Christ came among us disciples, he transformed fear into courage and doubt into faith.
He also sent his followers into the world, empowered to share the good news of God’s grace.
It is now our joy to offer hope and peace, forgiveness and mercy, healing and help to those longing
for life. Let us dedicate our gifts in faith.
We thank you, O God, for your continuing presence and power in our lives. With glad hearts and a
sincere faith, we offer these gifts to make known the good news of your salvation. Use them and our
lives to encourage others through life-affirming support and life-changing grace, for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.
Doxology
(choose the one that is best for your faith)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

Yours is the Glory
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Romans 15:13
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“It Is Well with My Soul”

Philip P Bliss

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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