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A Book to Take On Board 

ñThree Ways to Capsize a Boat: An Optimist Afloatò 

by Chris Stewart, who is possibly the only travel writer 

who is genuinely funnier than Bill Bryson, is a charming 

book. When the author is offered the chance to skipper a 

yacht in the Greek Islands one summer, something he 

had never done, he jumps at the chance. Ever the opti-

mist, Stewart is undaunted by the fact that he has never 

actually sailed before. He starts by buying a book to teach 

himself how to sail. From setting the boat on fire in the 

Aegean Seaðnot once, but several timesðto his not-so-

grand arrival in Spetses to meet the elderly boat owners 

(who says it isnôt graceful to plow into the dock as a 

means of coming to a stop?), Stewart quickly catches the 

sailing bug. 

We can laugh at so many of Stewartôs mistakesðones 

weôve all made although not so funny when we were at 

the helm. Only 173 pages, this is a quick and funny read. 

At our last monthôs meeting we finalized the election of 

our Board Members for 2018 and I have been re-elected 

as the Commodore. I would like to continue with my mot-

to, ñTogether We Will Growò and so  Iôve decided to   

repeat my last monthôs column for this month as part of 

our ongoing recruitment of new members. 

How many of us boaters have asked someone if they 

belonged to a yacht club or even considered joining 

one? 

Prior to my becoming a member of a club myself, I heard 

many reasons why folks didnôt want to join:  

¶ The yacht club memberships are too expensive. 

¶ The additional monthly dues or lounge/bar fee just 
adds to the cost of membership. 

¶ I find the club members to be too hoity-toity for me, 
(I donôt even own any white pants much less a blue 
blazer). 

¶ I donôt own a double digit valued boat/yacht. 

¶ The yacht club doesnôt offer many cruises to take 
my boat out of the slip or social events to attend. 

 
These are just a few and I am sure you have heard other 
reasons. 
 
So let me note some facts about the HURRICANE 
GULCH YACHT CLUB: 
 

¶ Our membership fees are affordable. 

¶ We do not have monthly dues. 

¶ We are a friendly social club and no white pants or 
blazer is required. 

¶ We are open to both power and sail boats and they 
do not need to be valued in the double digits.. 

¶ We have reciprocity with many SCYA yacht clubs to 
enjoy their facilities. 

¶ We are probably one of the most active cruising 
clubs in the LA basin (11 per year). Our cruises in-
clude hikes, games and shared meals. In December 
we participate in the LA Harbor Holiday boat parade. 

¶ We enjoy a monthly meeting with a great meal 
served by the members for $10.00 per person. 

 

If you are considering checking out a local yacht club, why not 
join us on our upcoming cruise in November to Avalon Harbor 
and/or our December 1st dinner meeting. 
 
If you would like additional information, please feel free to call 
me direct or check out our website.  We would love to meet you.  
As Commodore, my motto is ñTOGETHER WE WILL GROWò. 
 
George Miller ï Commodore 
Cell: 310-923-8414 
HGYC: 888-755-3255 
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HGYC Monthly Dinner 

Friday, October 6, 2017 

Dinner hosts John Hart, assistant chef, Chef 

Raymond and Angeles 

On Friday, October 6th 31 members and guests gathered at the Cali-

fornia Yacht Marina Community Center for the monthly dinner hosted 

by John Hart and Angeles and featuring the cuisine of Chef Raymond. 

New members Laura Ritter and Dick Peek were inducted. They own 

the s/v Maia, a 41ô Sceptre that they plan to take cruising for the next 

several months. The raffle was won by Robert Rife. Board of Director 

elections for 2018 were held following the dinner with these results: 

Commodore ð George Miller 

Vice Commodore ð John Hart 

Rear Commodore ð Frank Szerdahelyi 

Fleet Captain ð Jim Krogel 

Port Captain ð Roger Murry 

Treasurer ð Linda Szerdahelyi 

Secretary ð Diane Jones 

The new Board will be inducted at the Installation Dinner in January. 

October dinner participants from left to right: Jim Krogel, newly elected Fleet Captain for 2018; Cheryl Rife and Diane Jones at 

happy hour; Trish Krusee, new HGYC member; and Dick Peek and Laura Ritter , new members with their HGYC burgee 

September raffle winner Frank 

Szerdahelyi congratulates   

October winner Robert Rife 


