The situation that led to Paul writing first and second Thessalonians 


has some echoes with our situation today.  

Paul, 


according to what is recorded in Acts 17, 



had been in Thessolonica no more than three weeks, 




but had such a great response from the people, 



so much so,




that he was quickly run out of town 




and found himself isolated 




and unable to connect with his newly adopted brothers and sisters.  This happened again in Berea, 


until Paul finally settled in Athens.

This occurred after Paul had had this amazing vision 


of being called to Macedonia in chapter 16.  

Having all other ways blocked, 


he heard the calling of God 



and responded.  

While substantial success in preaching the gospel happened, 


to those who know well the ways the world, 



any and every road block was thrown in the way 




to slow down the spread of this good news.  



From jealous Jews rousing up mobs 



to only being able to escape with your life 




by being lowered in a basket, 





Paul faced it all.  

But the message of Jesus, 


of his brothers and sisters living out this new reality 


as followers of Jesus perservered anyway.

We were in a similar place.  


The last sermon I preached in person,



I was excited for what was happening.




Our Lenten Lunch was going well,




We had reached consensus on a new way to serve the community,




People were returning to town




Sunday School was regaining traction




Plans for Holy Week were being planned.


And then the response to the virus fully hit the United States.

But the message of Jesus continues anyway.

That is why we are gathered here in this current format as well.  


Because plagues can run rampant, 


stay in place orders can exist, 



but that does not stop us from gathering as the body of Christ 




to worship the God who is worthy to be praised.  

As Paul discovered from Timothy, 


it sometimes makes us stronger.  

Last week, 


we had more friends and members gathered to worship together 



than we normally do on a Sunday in March.  

From IP addresses, 


I am assuming Gary and Elaine Brummet alohaed us from Hawaii, 


Heidi Long worshipped with us from Iowa, 


Kanchen and Samil warmed us from the U.S. Virigin Islands,


JJ and Su gave us a cowpoke hello from Wyoming, 


and Barb and Keith Nore joined us from the North Pole!  

We worshipped with people from the North Pole 


and Islands in both Oceans.  

I was not suspecting to be able to say that.  

Nor was Paul suspecting to hear 


that the church in Thessolonica was doing so well.  

They had only heard the message for three weeks 


and yet God was doing something amazing with that three weeks.

I also understand Paul's wanting to know what was happening.  


I wasn't purposely trying to pad the numbers last week, 



but once we started recording, 


at one point I had 5 different devices attached to the live stream.  

I wanted to make sure that it was working on the various sites 


and be ready to respond quickly if something crashed.  

Paul was anxious to know 


what had happened to all the brothers and sisters who had heard his preaching, 
had started changing their lives so significantly, 



that within three weeks, 




it was changing the life of the city.

Hearing what God had done with the seed Paul had planted 


we hear Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians.  

It is a two part prayer this week.  


The first one could not be more tangible for us today.  



“We pray most earnestly that we may see you again.”  




Does that prayer resound in your soul today?

This has always been the fun season in Skagway 


because we get to see new faces again.  

Each Sunday in the spring, you show up, 


not knowing who is going to appear 


or reappear through the church doors.  

It had already begun before I left, 


with Dyea Dave and Stu Warner, 



 showing up as our metaphorical spring robins.  

But now it has been three weeks 


and I have seen very few of you.  

We can call and check in, 


but it is not the same as passing the peace of Christ, 


as giving hugs, 


as sharing food together.  

I can more clearly understand Paul's words 


as a longing to see his friends again, 


instead of just a kind word written to some people he spent time with.  

He, and most of us, 


long to be together again on Sunday morning 


and other times during the week.  

There is an element of human contact 


that many of us are becoming more and more appreciative of.  

We are understanding why Hebrews 10 tells us 


it is good to meet together regularly 


and to not put off doing so.  



We gain encouragement from seeing each other, 



from hearing each others stories, 



and being the body of Christ together.

Paul's second request, 


after he raises the longings of his heart, 



is for the people themselves.  

That in seeing them, 

or being present with them, 


he might be able to fill in the gaps in their faith.  

While it may seem harsh to say 


they don't have it all down, 

the truth that we have proclaimed time and again 


is Dale Bruner's saying, 



“You never graduate from the Jesus School.”  


Even with my Master's Degree in Divinity, 



I am still going to conferences, 



classes, 



and reading books to fill in those gaps in my faith.  


Some of you have read the Bible cover to cover multiple times.  



But each time you do, 




God shows you something more, 




something new you did not catch the first time.  

No matter your age, 

your education level, 

your pedigree, 


God still has more to show us 



to help us understand what he is doing.  

That is part of why it is so important that we are meeting together regularly.  


We hear where each other are at 



and can help implement the next step we need to take.  




Whether that is worrying less 





and trusting God




 or worrying more 





and using Godly wisdom.  



Often we know the correct answers and the right response, 




but we need someone to say it to us.  



Sometimes the things we assume everyone already knows,




 they do not 




or need to hear again for the first time.

Lisa and I were walking with a woman who was struggling one time 


and we said to her 


what we tell Eva almost every day.  



“You are a beloved daughter of God.”  


Eva needs to hear that, 



because she wants to be a princess 




and we keep telling her she is already, 





because she is a beloved daughter of God the King.  

But to this woman, 


there was a break through in hearing that, 


a moment of clarity, 



and we were able to watch some life changes happen 




as some of that reality brought change into her life.

For the Thessalonians, 


some of the things that Paul wants to supply to them 



is how Jesus will return.  

They took some of his teaching 


and ran with it.  



The evil one twisted what he had said 




and left them fearing that the resurrection had already come.  

So that is partly why Paul is writing these two letters.  


To try and clarify what he meant 



when he had first explained the faith to them.  

Like any good teacher knows, 


your students will not fully understand everything at first.  



You have to keep coming back and reviewing, 




helping them understand, 




bringing in the pieces that they don't have 





that will help their comprehension grow.

This past week, 


we saw in the news 



some of the consequences of only taking pieces of the information 




and running with it.  

There were the students on spring break.  


They clearly understood that the Corona Virus was not a great threat to them.  



So why should they give up their spring break?  




They had worked hard, 




saved money, 




and been talking about this trip for months.  



Why change now?  

Earlier this week, 


one of those who went viral for his words, 



has now apologized 


as someone helped him grow where his understanding was lacking.  

We gather during this time, 


to help fill in where our knowledge is lacking.  



You do it for me 



and I do it for you.

There are pieces of information that some of us have about someone else 


that brings everything into focus.  



That helps us understand where they are coming from.  

Some people explain things in ways 


that are easier for us to understand.  



I enjoy metaphors and examples,



 my wife prefers I just state the facts.  


But being together, 



we help each other grow.  




I lay down the facts more often 




and my wife has become more willing to hear an example.

So as we go forward in the week ahead.  


Know that your desire to be connected with everyone, 


to see brothers and sisters



 is a good and Godly thing.  



There is no shame in lifting that request to God.


Know that is a sign of a deep connection 



through the Holy Spirit 




with the community that God has placed you in.  

And then act on that desire 


in socially responsible ways.  



Call, 



facetime, messenger, write, 



send smoke signals, 



get a megaphone to talk with the person across the street.  




Do that.  


But please give a healthy distance for awhile longer.  

When you do talk with others, 


know that God can be using you to fill in the gaps of their faith.  




To help them see the good that all of this may be bringing about.

For this is like any other problem that we face.  


In the course of enduring it, 



we are able to see what is working well 



and what needs dramatic change and adjustment.  

This time it is on a global scale, 


but also on a individual scale.  



We are again being taught to be prepared, 



that we don't know what tomorrow will bring, 


and above all, 



to trust God.  

I would encourage you to take time to self examine, 


to make a list of what is causing hiccups in your life 


and what is going smoothly,



 so that you can be a step ahead in the future.  

And then, 


leave it in God's hands 



as Paul does in his prayer.  

He is not the one plotting for the way to get to the Thessalonians.  


He instead asks God to make the way clear.  


He asks that the Father might make their love grow more.  


That their hearts would be strengthened 



so that on the day Jesus does return, 




they will be blameless and holy.  




Perfect and set apart 





to continue learning in the Jesus School.  



Because we never graduate.

 But Timothy has just now come to us from you 


and has brought good news about your faith and love. 

He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us 


and that you long to see us, 


just as we also long to see you. 
7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, 


in all our distress and persecution 


we were encouraged about you 



because of your faith. 8 
For now we really live, 


since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 
How can we thank God enough for you 


in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God 



because of you? 10 
Night and day 


we pray most earnestly 



that we may see you again 



and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself 

and our Lord Jesus 


clear the way for us to come to you. 12 
May the Lord make your love increase 


and overflow for each other


and for everyone else,



 just as ours does for you. 13 
May he strengthen your hearts 


so that you will be blameless and holy 



in the presence of our God and Father




when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
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