
Federal Register 81.166 , which was published on 08/26/2016, announced the 
FY 2017 Fair Market Rents (FMRs) for all areas that reflect the estimated 40th 
and 50th percentile rent levels trended to April 1, 2017.  FMRs are used in the 
calculation of flat rents for Public Housing units.  The FY 2014 Appropriations 
Act required PHAs to establish flat rents at no less than 80 percent of the 
applicable Fair Market Rent (FMR), with implementation guidance in Notice 
PIH 2014-12 and Notice PIH 2015-13 (24 CFR §960.253(b)).   

 

Further, as FMRs are developed to include shelter rent plus the cost of all 
necessary utilities, their inclusion for purposes of setting Public Housing flat 
rents may lead to families paying more in gross rent if the shelter rent is not 
adjusted to reflect utility payments.  Thus, PHAs must consider who is 
responsible for direct utility payments to the utility company, and adjust the 
flat rent accordingly. In the case the family is responsible for making direct 
utility payments to the utility company, as is the case with KCHA public 
housing units, the PHA must adjust the flat rent amount downward, using a 
utility allowance, to account for reasonable utility costs of an energy-
conservative household of modest circumstances consistent with the 
requirements of a safe, sanitary, and healthful living environment.   
 
At all new admissions, families choose between the compliant flat rent 
amount and the income-based rent.  During annual reexaminations, PHAs 
must offer an annual rent option, where the family may choose to pay either 
the lower of the compliant flat rents or the calculated income-based rent. (24 
CFR §960.253). 
 
The proposed changes to the Flat Rent Schedule reflect the adjustments to the 
FMRs for Knox County, Illinois, and the Knox County Housing Authority Utility 
Allowance schedule, adopted on 07/26/2016.  
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Please submit all questions or 
comments regarding the changes 
in flat rent to us in writing to: 
 
Knox County Housing Authority 
Flat Rent Review and Comment 
Attn:  Derek Antoine 
216 W. Simmons St. 
Galesburg, IL  61401 
 

Moon Towers 
 Current       Proposed 
0-BR: $268.00     $290.00 
1-BR: $333.00      $352.00 
2-BR: $455.00      $477.00 
 
Family Sites 
 Current       Proposed 
2-BR: $361.00      $383.00 
3-BR: $464.00      $496.00 
4-BR: $513.00      $546.00 
5-BR: $600.00      $638.00 
 
Bluebell Tower 
 Current       Proposed 
1-BR: $333.00      $352.00 
2-BR: $455.00      $477.00 


