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| HERE WE ARE AGAIN...at that time

. -/ o~ of year when we are supposed to be
’/ g”7 Z / 7//; /ﬁy Zﬁr : thankful for all the blessings we’ve
been given. First comes Thanksgiving,
which is really a national holiday, but
we have transformed it into a religious observance by holding services on Thanksgiving
Eve and by making sure that all depictions of Thanksgiving Dinner include scenes of the
- family gathered with bowed heads around a table heaped with the bounties of the earth. The

implication is obvious: God is responsible both for meeting our needs and for holding us
together as families.

‘Thanksgiving is immediately followed by all the material trappings of the Christmas Season
. as corporations that provide those trappings become almost ravenous in their insatiable lust
for the almighty consumer dollar. In God We Trust, but on Black Friday, We Lust.

: Black Frlday 15 so named because in the 1960’s the streets of Phlladelphla became SO
congested with shoppers on the day after Thanksgiving that the sidewalks and streets would
vanish from view and chaos would reign. Originally, of course, Black Friday was the day
we commemorated our Savior’s horrific death on a cross. That day was also called “Good
Friday” because from the beginning the word “good’ also meant holy or pious.

The season of thankfulness that started with humble prayers of thanksgiving and culminated
in the unselfish gift of the birth of our savior has been reduced to a season of raucous binge
eating and “I better get what I asked for” present opening. Black Friday has become more

- about purchasing luxury items for ourselves we’ve been lusting after all year than about
finding heart-felt gifts for those we love in honor of the ultimate gift of love we’ve received
from our Lord.

- As one who is as guilty as anyone of putting my focus on the wrong things at this time of
year, all I’'m suggesting is that instead of starting Christmas with the day after
Thanksgiving, we try to restore the connection between Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas
Eve.

For the ten years I’ve been back in Findlay, Christmas
has always started for me with a group of us taking
some of the First Lutheran children Christmas caroling
.at Birchaven and Primrose (on December 3 this year)

. and with Pastor Mike Thompson giving me a CD copy
of his Christmas program, which I play in my car all
through the holiday season. This year, I’'m going to
start a little earlier: at the community Thanksglvmg :
-service at Trlnlty Lutheran (7 p.m.) because saying

- “Thank you” is the reason for the season.
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December Mlmstry Spotllght

SOCIAL
MINISTRY

Our spotlight jfor December is on our congregation’s Social
Ministry Committee and all the work they do providing ministry for
community needs. This month we look at the many ways we seek to

FERTREY

Decorating

Stewarding the

and church on Saturday,
December 2nd,
: beginning at 9:30 a.m.

{ No special skills required other than a

December 3r, All are mvlted to .
- share in our community dinner and = !
then venture out at 1:00 to share the ey

Help is needed to
decorate the sanctuary

]leepaur(e Y the
\\My of the ]L(onr(dl

~ Social Mmstry will
agam gather COA TSFOR g
. CHRISTMAS. Any coats
collected can be placed o
iin the blue box in the .}t
coat raom marked ,W|th 24
the Coats for Chrlstmas :

Befere the hustLe avwl busttef"f e
8! §©HﬂRUSW]AS
§5|gn. These ceats are then taken to City ?

£

| j_of the . Chrlstmas rush, all sisters m;f 2
3Chr|st young and mature are mvnted_ Aoty
to our SNOWFLAKE SOCIAL on Wednesday;_' ey
iDecember 6", from 6: 30 - 8: 00. Let us. e
g gather for hearty appetlzers a craftj-:"

_devotions, and a time of fellowshlp as
we prepare for the ~coming of the.‘_' s

Laundry and will be cleaned and taken to b
Glenwood Mlddle Schéol for dlstrlbutlon 74
on Dec. 15 and 16. Coats W|II be cqllected
until Dec. 4. Any new gloves, hats or

{ fChrlst child. The soaal is free and RSVP': ':‘ scarves can also be donated Thank Y°“ :-.'
1 tlckets wlll be avallable e

| o for helpmg to prowde warm clothmg thls e
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from Emperor Augustus that all the

first registration and was taken while

Christmas Story

“In those days a decree went out
world should be registered. This was the

Quirinius was governor of
\ Syria.” Luke 2:1-2 (NRSV)

So, how do you hear this story this
year?

As Christians we live in these days
of Advent in a sense of “both -- and.”
We celebrate Christmas as an event

word “stewardship” we think of our
money, our possessions, our time, or
our particular talents. And all of that
is certainly true. But I want to suggest
to you that as Disciples of Jesus, our
“stewardship” also includes how we
steward this Good News of Great Joy.
Our stewardship is also about how we
both receive and share the message of
the Gospel.

Frankly we are no different than the
gospel writers. We too are blessed
with the Good News of the Gospel, and
we are called in our discipleship to
“steward” this Good News and to
share it with the world around us. Just
as we steward, just as we take care of,
manage, and share the blessings and
resources we have received, so too are
we entrusted to steward this Good
News of Great Joy!

I am very aware that in the midst of
all the things on our lists to do this
Christmas season it is easy to overlook
! this area of our stewardship. We are
busy -- often too busy -- to even hear
the angel’s message to the shepherds
in that field outside of Bethlehem. So
my prayer for you is that you can
make the space in all of the busy-ness,
to receive this blessing of Good News -
- and to steward this gift -- for you
and for all the people -- “that to us is
born in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord.”- Scott Jacob

mmmmmmmm
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serve those outside of our congregation, in the immediate vicinity of our
church, agencies, spec1al needs and drives, and ministries that follow
the biblical mandate: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)

Carolyn Bryant has been a member of First Lutheran since 1971
and has served on the Social Ministry Committee for many years. She
is currently the Committee Chair.

. .. e ta i e TSl ST U S ARG iew s e R et T el g S g T T T e S e TR e 3'7, that took place 2000 years ago that
1 festive spirit. Join the fun as we GOOd News Mth those conﬁned to oo also taiﬁes p:a(cle ag‘i’l‘jn,hhere and now, Briefly describe the work of the congregation’s Social Ministry
- g~ in our lives to ay. € near once again .
prepare the way for Lord. thelr homes 5 this Gaod News of Great Joy - that fo Committee.
A : i : o : o & RIS RN IO Oy Mt el o TRl The Social Ministry committee has the opportunity to bring social awareness
A by . ; 4 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. . e
R R L For most of us when we hear the such as World Hunger, human trafficking, drug abuse, injustices and any

items we think are important for the congregation to know. We try to be aware
of needs both locally, nationally, and worldwide.

What are some of the local projects and ministries that the Committee has been
overseeing?

Areas or agencies locally that the congregation has helped include: Stuff the Bus, Coats for
Christmas, Clothe-A-Child, Habitat Build, LSS, Food Boxes for distribution at the Community
Dinner, The Daughter Project, Komen Race, Glow Run, Bake Sale, distribution of meat from
Chipotle to agencies in Findlay, Riehm Farm produce for community dinner guests or
members of congregation and City Mission, CHOPIN Hall, Open Arms, Salvation Army and the
Learning Center near the high school. We have helped Lincoln School in their school lunch
program, collected Box Tops for them to use and have recently purchased items for Purses
with a Purpose. [We also support global ministries including Baby, School and Fabric kits to
send to Lutheran World Relief; we have offered Fair Trade coffee and chocolate for sale and
have delivered food supplies to areas affected by hurricane disasters.]

How are all of these projects funded?

In 2017, the congregation budgeted $750 for LSS, $900 for City Mission, and $1500 each for
Hancock Christian Clearing House and CHOPIN Hall. Most of our funds come from generous
special gifts (of money and other gifts) from members and friends. We have asked for
donations from the congregation of useful items and also have approached the Endowment
Committee for monetary needs.

It is a busy committee and we would encourage anyone to join us or take time to volunteer at
any of the local agencies. These agencies are always in need of volunteers to help in various
ways. It only takes a few hours per month or as many as a person wants to give. We try to do
God's Work with Our Hands and a willing heart.

$: ' ! . .
- gt wmter for those in need.: Jrrotit vy ol e Where does our money go? Each month the Stewardship Committee
: ® ki ‘ AL L e ?, will highlight a ministry of the Church: congregational, local, national, and
b:: 3 '-.. .a.“_ r..‘ S _.'g.'_-?jw'..fé;;‘i’i _;?-'.—??v-"- : ;;.;‘:’i _."“x» {w Ha global. We will get a glimpse of how our offerings are being put to work.
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Well, hello everyone. May the expectations of the birth
of the Savior this season bring you joy that gives you
peace and lets you share the good news with others. And,
by now, you have seen the Christmas activities for those
over and under 18. If not, pick up a copy in the library and
go do God’s work.

atter

: Th|s month s book l am featurmg rs Norman Vmcent Peale s How to Gop Conflrmatlon L
uwrth Ten of Life’s Toughest Problems. A few suggestlons. 1. Any fear can be Wednesdays at 7 00

overcome with a combmatlon of love and faith. 2. Cope with fatlgue by ridding g

-3 Panera <¢-

FUNDRAISING’

No Confrrmatlon 3 5.

& yourself of sustamed anger. Hand over future perplexrhes and fears to Jesus } :
Dec 20 27 & Jan 3

‘ fChanneI God’s energy through you to others. 3. The way out of a troubled
" marriage is through it. It takes courage, persistence, determination, control. 4 If -
“you obey the Ten Commandments, if you will do your best to live up to the

Golden Rule, the criticism of self-appomtzed critics will make little |mpress|on on |
_you. 5. You can cope with poor health - try l|vmg one day at a tlme wrthout any

% iunhealthy thoughts Make ita hablt

e Attendance Required For
L Ash Wednesday, February 14
: - Lenten Services 28
February 21, 28
March7 14, 21

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
YOUTH GROUP -EPIC

6. Solve your money problems W|th h|s seven suggestlons 7 Trylng to-
'cope with dlscouragement'? Geta phllosophy of life. Trouble is here. Itisfora
: purpose ‘Feel God’s restoratlon of your soul brmgmg you to a place where he

: : it sl No Class March 28 N

gives you serenity, peace, and powerful control. 8. Tired of coping with loss, B G LR . RrSSiales
- sorrow and grief? What a marvelous chapter of suggestlons given here. My d wlth BHBD 533 (Holy ._We?'ti) G T g
favorite prescription is this: “Go to your room, put on your hat, go out and do i han e “NoClass =~

'somethlng for someone. Repeat ten times.” 9. Feeling defeated? The Bible 3 April 4 3
- says, “1 have the strength to face all condltlons by the power that Chrrst glves
me.” 10. Are you a worrier? Get with Jesus' "Fear thou not; for | am W|th e

; thee " That is the way to deal with worry and to defeat it. -

thee... |

Last Class-Ap ril 25th

E: >.  Bring this flyer or show an electronic version to the cashier Bt
i 7_ ‘8th Graders and parents only : 3

-~ when you place your order and we'll donate a portion of the
proceeds from your purchase.'

F|ftyae|ght pOWerful pages Well worth reading Currently on the b00k cart ¥
‘ | thoroughly enjoyed readmg th|s smaII text and Iearned more than I c0uld 1

Y s 3 s s 7*
o ab s orb |n on o smm g Ordering Online for Rapid Pick-Up or Delivery?

Enter "FUND" as your Promo Code to have a portion of your proceeds donated to
your organization.

lh“‘?‘, ‘u \7' )'zlh“‘?‘ ;u i )'zlh“‘?‘ ;u "l 3 3 A s
~ Also, ‘thls time of year, | always call in the e-readers If you have SIgned one out, please return it now to the Church
's0 | can load it with new books and glve service if needed. On DecemberS the book club will be chooslng new -

books Let us know your suggestlons for 2018 What books do you suggest that WI|| not dlsappomt’? E ma|I me

3525

.é Over the past year, several yOUng adults and adults have shown an mterest in helplng in the llbrary Okay, here is 3
i my first assignment for those who wish to help in the library: choose a new addition to the library from the book cart &
4 at the library doors, read and then write a rewew of the text. E-mail it to me at the address below. Anyone else 8
interested in writing a rewew can do the same | would Iove to read others rewews lnstead of my own 1 can’t walt to

hear from you. : : : : :

I S o o

I 'have been sent several t|mes wrltlngs from “The V0|ce of Martyrs” Here s an area of whlch lknow nothlng I 0 { The Texas Taco Night was a great success for not only the students attending the ELCA
anyone of you is interested in domg more research than | have time, please feel free to let me know what you find. _ Youth Gathering but for those who attended the fundraiser, as well! We had good music, good
‘The Voice of Martyrs at 1815 SE Bison Rd. Bartlesville, OK 74006. (Persecution.com.) “Voice of Martyrs” = = - § food, and good times, and none of that would have been possible without the help of those who
newsletters mtroduce us to the mmlstry and share stones of the brothers and S|sters worldW|de bemg persecuted for donated Silent Auction items. those who helped set up'and decorate Fellowship Hall, those who
ChrISt £ : gl gl l ¢ cooked, and those who cleaned. In addition, we are so appreciative of Los Tres Caballeros, our

Another remmder J D Vance author of Hlllbllly Elegy will prowde a publlc presentat|on at the Marathon Center for ; trio of musicians for their fantastic tunes. We can't leave out those of you who purchased tickets,

the Performmg Arts on March 22. The publrollbrary has coples and we can mdeed make the text avallable on our

chUrch e-rea ders Just let me RRBWE gave monetary donations, and those of you who successfully purchased Auction items; many,

vmany thanks to you all! We raised over $2,500, and all that money goes directly to expenses for
our youth and adults attending the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX next summer.

"; mmmmmmm : Muchas gracias!
5 6

God bless and Keep readmg Kathy Brooks (Kbrooks@Lrbcg com)

s.--" 2
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Jesus Blrtlulay Celebration SRR 3;. Bl
For All Congregational e LS :

Brhe
Members

December 17, 2017
9:30 — 10:30

gave generobsly of thelr

{}"F' tlme and eNergy for
Breakfast Items:

Fruit, Muffins, Cheese & Crackers
Coffee and Juice

Lo PASLFRS.

Games:
Candy Cane Grab
Place Jesus in the Manager

ety
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Jesus Bingo

e

Snowball Carry Race
Snowball Basketball

vlq:ompletely and the
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Dec. 3—Tom & Cindy Fitzpatrick
Dec. 10—

Dec. 17— Todd & Cindy Thompson
Dec. 24—Fred & Karen Makrancy
Dec. 31

Forms for your bulletin
announcement are available on the
bulletin board and at
1stLutheranChurch.org

Flowers need to be delivered to the
church by noon on Friday.

R CaseyCox'
- caseycoﬂz@yahoo :
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Tuesday, December Sth
11:30 at Café Marie's
All are invited to join the fun!

The December

Noisy Offering Open darimns

wrw i balenoe & Rope Cis Soveen o

i:‘ Renee Smlth:.i:zf-'-f-* : ._,'
o rsmlthTOQ@att net

sscsscss

Ee “Serving individuals

s« affected by domestic violence and sexual assault
% : through crisis intervention, emergency shelter, :
: : outreach, advocacy, prevention and education.”

.
@0 0000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

fereesoasnsncns

©e00000000000000000000000000000000 0000000 000000000 00004,

Food Cart Requests
Laundry soap, cleaning supplies,
Potato mixes All donations benefit
Lutheran Social Services.

' a{exi:reece@yahooé

secsccccsscssccy
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mailto:caseycox72@yahoo.com
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mailto:rsmith0709@att.net
mailto:eltimbro@yahoo.com
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Cﬂ\/fal/\ag online is easy and allows yow to set wp

automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online
giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet,
Slmply follow these easy steps:

1

) Visit the church website at www.1stlutheranchurch.org,
2) Click on the Forms/Gifts button,
3) Click on the online giving button under Vanco payment solutions
4)
)

5

Click on sign in/Sign upCreate Profile button, then

Create you Give+ account and follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to
schedule your recurring contributions.
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g Glve Mobile.

i i ) Secand option

Church”
2) Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account
3) Log in or donate as a guest

| |
[ I
[ I
[ I
| I
| I
|
: 1)Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone (available on the phone’s app store for “GivePlus |
[ I
[ I
| I
| I
| |
| 4) Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password. :
I
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Glve by Text

p. Third option
]
You can also make a contribution with a quick text message!

1) Simply send a text to 419-721-6921 with the amount you would like to contribute. Make sure to include
the dollar sign before the amount. Example: $25.

2) Within a few minutes, you'll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder
name and credit or debit card information.

3) Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via email. For future
giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically!

LY R e T A T T T A T (TR g ?WWFMW?WN»HMWWﬁ
,-2;’% Aotoﬁtwwat I,wforma’cwn Imd how to guwIes will be avautabte L the narthex at the church. E:

9

) enloe n i D January Newsletter Deadline
JoNY . Monday, December 18th,
SR ) o Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Wednesday Mornings
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ACOLYTES
Dec. 3
S*a 8:15 — Shelby Dale, Zach McRuill
2im 10:45— Emily Meier, Seth Franks

Dec. 10
8:15— Karissa Welte, Evan Clark
10:45- Lily Cox, Emily Meier

52a LECTORS GREETERS
= Dec. 3
g 8:15 — Jeff Kamm

10:45— Arlene Powell
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'm 8:15 — Jeff & Jennifer Kamm
10:45— Arlene Powell
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Dec. 10
m 8:15— Acolytes
10:45- Acolytes

Dec. 10
8:15— Dave & Janet Wobser
m 10:45— Acolytes

>3

Eay
o

i'.; PR :..1<_. “F
3y 33T

o
LR

F

i

n§
95
JaA

¢ ,3-_., Dec. 17 o
sin Dec. 17 e 4% 8:15— Shelby Dale _ _ T
o 8:15— Kathy Brooks ;..,;z 8:15— Paul & Kathy Brooks m 10:45— Abbey Zawisza, Emily Meier  wii|
’ﬁ‘ 10:45- Renee Smith i m 10:45— Renee Smith o Dec. 24 e
el 20 5
5tm Dec. 24 fm Dec. 24 9:30 - o
<} by~ {4 ecC. . . e o
e . . & . 7:30—Zach McRill, Evan CLark s
litg 9:30—Elaine Timbrook .83, 9:30— Dave & Shirley Gerber . EY =
it 7:30—Marilynn Dunn 42" 7:30— Mike & Chris Meyer e
;ta 10:30— Daryl Rotman 10:30—Cyndy & Daryl Rotman A
2= Dec. 31 % Dec. 31 -
sam 9:30— Tad Schell 9:30—Cloyce & Janet Baker L
< ALTAR GUILD Bl
; 3 Fitzpatricks, Renee Smith .,‘l“
W COUNTERS gl
o, M WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Jerry Luth, Cyndy Rotman b
22 Dec. 3 gec. :O_TI':" (:°°2Lar_' LSS DELIVERY e
iim 8:15 — Sam Ried g Dec. Tu—rastor Lhns Sue DeMoss e
e 10:45— J B 2ee4 Dec. 17—Tim Cochran 8:15 o
igg 10:4°— Jerry Bryant Traci Roth 10:45 FLOWER DELIVERY fig
- S : Ken & Katy Otte b
ay . vt
ta 8:15— Dave Gerber 9:30—Pastor Chris COMMUNION BREAD e
ff 10:45- Todd Thompson 7:30—Tim Cochran Dec. 3—Devn:a H?" :,’
i 5% 10:30—Traci Roth gec. :g_‘(’:“"e D':m"" o
of 8'15. Tim Roth 8" Dec. 31—Pastor Chris ec. 17—Cyndy _otman . k!
jpim ©- 1O 2 Dec. 24—A. Schriner, T Poling it
jisn 10:45— Alex Treece Dec. 31— Beth Bonnoront ';z:"r',‘f
|5 Dec. 24 Vi an A COOKIE SUNDAY S
jitm 9:30—Tim Roth iihm DEACONS Dec. 3—Community Dinner o
I“ 7:30—Sam Ried ot %eff Kamei(NicI:)k Tr:oI{nas Dec. 10—Youth ::‘
22 10:30—Tim Roth awn Franks, Daryl Rotman Dec. 17—Christian Ed. st
) . Mike Zawisza ) s
L™ bec. 31 : Dec. 24—Council 5t
% 9.30—Tim Roth L 12/24 . ii%s Dec. 31—Rachel Circle o
e amREEEE giteitm 9:30—T. Mitchell, S. DeMoss TRt
2 FOT S et b e e =+~ FOOD FOR THOUGHT B
et IR &4 7:30 Sue DeMoss, Wirey Dec. 3—Steve & Traci Roth ;T‘
im 8:15 Ushers %= Tad Schell, Eric Timbrook osora Dec. 10—Bart & Jenny Welte S
['= Jim Schoerger, Gary May, =& %84 Dec. 17—Mike & Amy Tabler S
" Dave Wobser, Cloyce :_T,, . 1D°:3° 'IJ:a"VlkR°jma"!B ¢ iy Dec. 24—Merry Christmas e
Baker, Aaron Ried e awn Franks, Jerry Bryan ~"® Dec. 31—Tim & Dawn Franks 5
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Zaéhary Thompsbn Wiy
\‘ Thomas Fltzpatnck

W

: '- OIiVer Cleary

-Mad!sqn;Thbmpsenf,i_} i / -' - Samantha Franks
~Pamela Basinger 3
R Rob Lelphelmer A
op MeI'SSa Mathlas
S*tefanie VanAtta ;. f Larry qu ger

tAnnFifolt 1219 G st

¥ i v SaraCleary '-‘-}-f’.f ) z T, 1 |
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Sunday Worship Christmas Eve

erlam Glbson

8:15 & 10:45 am 9:30 am
Sunday School B " 7:30 pm
9:30 am 10:30 pm
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