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Education & Advocacy for Clean Water in the Great Lakes
— by Elizabeth Kinney
On March 13, 2017 we
learned about the fine work
of the League of Women
Voters for the Lake Michigan
Region (LWV-LMR) from its
president, Krista Grimm.
LWV-LMR was launched in
1966 by leagues in states
bordering the Great Lakes.
Elizabeth Kinney (L) and Krista Grimm (R)
Today, 47 local leagues are
involved. A primary purpose
of LWV-LMR is to educate people about lake issues, such as how storm
water runoff and oil from roadways pollutes our waterways. LWV-LMR
also developed a program to promote clean water by planting native
plants along lakefronts and in adjacent neighborhoods.
LWV-LMR also does advocacy on clean water issues, such as a proposed
ban on the use of coal tar sealants for driveways and playgrounds. The
sealants contain polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) which are
toxic, carcinogenic and cause birth defects. (The sealant makes a fine
dust that can get on your skin, be airborne, and can come into homes
on shoes). The states of Washington and Minnesota have banned the
coal tar sealants as have Wilmette, Winnetka, Highland Park and South
Barrington locally. The LWV-LMR has been working with the LWVIL for
three years to enact a statewide ban in Illinois.

Advocacy at the federal level occurs through the Healing Our Waters
and Great Lakes Coalition, which includes more than 145 organizations
from all eight Great Lakes states www.healthylakes.org. Once a year
representatives go to Washington, D.C. to lobby for issues relating
to the lakes, such as keeping Asian carp out. Currently, there are two
electric barriers near Lockport to try to keep Asian carp out of Lake
Michigan. However, these barriers have to be closed periodically for
maintenance. LWV-LMR wants a third barrier built to ensure that no
carp get through during the maintenance period.
According to Grimm, “point source” pollution, such as factories
dumping chemicals into waterways, is generally under control. However,
much remains to be done with regard to storm water runoff, microbeads
and pesticides polluting our water. She noted two action areas:
Contact your Congressional representative in support of full
funding of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. For the past
several years, it had received about $300 million each year but the
current proposal is to provide only $10 million.
Sign witness slips supporting H.B. 2958, introduced by Rep. Laura
Fine, which would ban the use of coal tar sealants in Illinois. For step-bystep guidance in filing witness slips online, go to tinyurl.com/lmlhdkd.
There are two methods, for registered and unregistered users. The
unregistered option is designed for first-time or infrequent users, and
is much simpler. The guide includes helpful screen shots to take you
through the process.

LWV Voter Service Team at Top of Its Game for April Elections
– by Jennifer O’Neil

and six for the general
election). Videos of
all the forums were
available on the LWV
website, our cosponsors’ websites,
and via social media.

It was a busy local
election season for
the League! We
collaborated with the
Evanston RoundTable
to
produce
the
Voter Guide. With
The
Jan
Otwell
contested races for
Bequest Fund and a
mayor, city clerk, six
small grant from the
of nine aldermanic
Evanston Community
seats, seats on two
Foundation helped
Early voters at the Morton Civic Center had to run a gauntlet of political signage.
school boards and
to support the voter
a referendum, the Guide provided information in print form and
guide and forums. We are grateful to the PTA Council and the
online. Voters could read a thumbnail bio for each candidate
ECF for co-sponsoring the forums. And we are grateful to all the
and candidate responses to four questions in the print version
volunteers who assisted with all of these efforts.
and as many as nine questions online. The print version was
included in the March 9 issue of the newspaper, which is
Unofficial election results indicate that 17,827 ballots were cast for
distributed free to homes and businesses throughout Evanston.
Mayor, making the turn-out nearly 36% of registered voters, well
above the previous local elections. Visit cookcountyclerk.com for
We also sponsored eight candidate forums (two for the primary
election results and data.
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Dear Colleagues,
Spring has finally come to Evanston, with masses of
daffodils in the parks, flowering trees along the El
lines, and multiple shades of green in all directions.
Another sign of spring is our biennial Education
Fund Community Dinner, which is pending (on
April 29) as this Intercom goes to press. This
year’s theme, “Get Vocal, Act Local,” is a most
appropriate reminder of the extensive and intensive
local elections we had in Evanston this spring.
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The election included six contested aldermanic
seats, a challenge to the incumbent City Clerk, five
candidates for Mayor, competitive races for both
school boards and a District 65 Referendum. Our
LWV mission to encourage active and informed voters required a massive
effort to schedule candidate forums and mobilize sufficient volunteers, at
first preparing for the primary contests for Mayor and Fifth Ward Alderman
and then the final election on April 4. Our hard working Chairs for Voter
Service, Jennifer O’Neil and Julianne Dieterich, planned and presented
candidate forums to substantial audiences, and also led a group working
with the Evanston RoundTable to compile a Voter Guide with information
on candidates’ backgrounds and priorities. Many League members hosted
receptions for candidates or knocked on doors to support campaigns.
The election results demonstrated the value of each vote. The race for Mayor
was won by Steve Hagerty by less than 200 votes of almost 18,000 cast, and
Mark Tendam held his concession until mail ballots were counted. Several
aldermen won by large margins, but in the Eighth Ward, incumbent Ann
Rainey won by a margin of less than 20 votes. The occasional excuse that any
individual vote doesn’t matter couldn’t be applied to these races!
With a new Mayor, new City Clerk and three new Aldermen, attention returns
to the deliberations of City Council and Evanston Boards and Commissions.
The League role in observing Evanston government operations supports
transparency and enables us to alert League members to issues that relate to
our positions and program priorities. We encourage our members, especially
new ones, to join us in the observing process to help keep city government
accountable and responsive.
As the Evanston League and our sister leagues schedule annual meetings to
review past activities and plan future projects, we encourage our members, old
and new, to attend, to reconnect with other League members and consider
new involvement. Check the calendar to see details about the LWV Cook
County meeting on May 8, our own meeting on Tuesday, May 23, and the
LWVIL convention on June 10 and 11.
Our political environment has been hectic and challenging in recent months.
Working with the League of Women Voters is a way to contribute to good
government at many levels. We encourage every member to attend our
meetings, study our proposed program, and choose a way to make our
community stronger.
Cordially,
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EPD Officers Share Community Policing Strategies
– by Gay Menges

ages 13-18 and is designed to
improve communications with
the police and to develop a firm
understanding of federal, state, and
local laws. Interactive lessons help
teens expand their knowledge base
regarding common crimes teens and
young adults are often charged with
committing.

A spirited presentation by Officer
Tanya Jenkins of the Evanston Police
Department’s Community Strategies
and Problem-Solving Team gave
LWVE members an eye-opening view
of how the department functions
today. The luncheon on April 5 was
attended by retiring Mayor Tisdahl
and Mayor-elect Hagerty as well as
Chief Richard Eddington and several
members of the police department.
The chief and the officers made their
professionalism, enthusiasm for the
community, and openness to new
ideas clear to all who were present.

In the Law Enforcement and
Engagement component of the
program, participants are educated
on the proper ways to respond during
encounters with law enforcement and
(L-R) EPD Commander Brian Henry, LWVE Co-President Elizabeth Kinney,
how to handle police misconduct.
EPD Sergeant Tony Correa, EPD Officer Tanya Jenkins & EPD Police Chief
Throughout they are encouraged to
Richard Eddington. Photo by Al Telser
examine their decision making so as
Community Policing Sgt. Tony Correa and Officer Jenkins emphasized
to avoid purposely or inadvertently engaging in criminal activity.
the importance of community policing in Evanston, and Officer Jenkins
described her work as an officer in Evanston’s 8th Ward. From a
Evanston Police Department Community Programs The department
mentorship program at Nichols Middle School, to opportunities to have
believes that community oriented policing plays an important role in
coffee with a cop, to a program called The Law and Your Community,
reducing crime. The Citizen Police Academy is designed to give people
officers like Jenkins are regularly interacting with residents of their
who live and/or work in Evanston an in-depth view into various areas of
wards. Each Evanston ward has an assigned officer, plus two officers in
law enforcement. To date, over 800 people have graduated from this
the middle schools and two officers at ETHS.
13-week program.
The Law and Your Community The EPD has completed one program
at Family Focus and is working to implement additional programs
developed by The National Organization of Black Law Enforcement
Executives (NOBLE). The Law and Your Community is an interactive
program to “develop, strengthen, and revitalize community and law
enforcement relations.” The program is intended for young people

League 101 - Capacity Crowd

A Youth Citizen Police Academy, a planned program to teach the
police more about diversity, and the completion of a program at Loyola
University by several officers, including Jenkins, are additional parts of
the EPD’s ongoing work to improve and grow. The Loyola program
was for a Master’s of Jurisprudence in Children’s Law and Policy for
professionals who work with children and families.

calendar of events
monday, MAY 8 ~ 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
LWV Cook county ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON
University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago
Speaker, Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer, head
of Cook County Land Bank. Business meeting, presentation of
program, election of officers. Register: www.lwvcookcounty.org
TUESDAY, MAY 23 ~ 5:30 PM
LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
Three Crowns, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
LWVE business, program and election of new officers. Dinner
and presentation by Patricia Efrom, newly appointed Equity and
Empowerment Coordinator for Evanston. Make reservations at
LWV office by May 19. $30

Julianne Dieterich gave League 101 attendees a short course on how
LWV plans and hosts candidate forums.

Nearly twenty League members, including two from other Leagues
wanting to learn from us, attended an exciting and informative
presentation by some of our experienced League leaders on February
26th. New members learned how to get involved, what committees
might be of most interest to them, and where to go to find more
information. We’re so busy, we need all the involved members we
can get! Thanks to Casey Christensen for hosting this gathering.

JUNE 9, 10 & 11
LWV ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION
O’Hare Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines
Convention runs Saturday and Sunday with various workshops on
Friday afternoon. Excellent opportunity to learn about LWVIL efforts
and study groups that provide support for LWVE. Information and
registration LWVIL.org
Information & registration 847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com
Updates at www.lwve.org click on link to Calendar
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Ellen Browne: “A strong and powerful presence. . .
Our simple, yet extraordinary gift”
– by Helen Gagel
With sadness, we report the death last Saturday, April 22, of
Ellen Browne, a League leader and board member for most
of the past decade. Ellen twice served as chair or co-chair of
the Education Fund Dinner. Among other roles, she was the
“sheriff” who made sure Intercom assignments were turned in
on time, and she served on the Nominating Committee. In her
professional life, Ellen was a leader and pathfinder in designing
and delivering health care and related services for older adults.
She served for 15 years as Vice President of Aging for the
Lutheran General Health System. Post-retirement, Ellen took on
a host of community volunteer and leadership roles, serving as
board president of SASI-Services for Adults Staying in Their Homes-and North Shore Village.
One of her favorite volunteer roles was being a “cuddler” at the Cradle.
Two recollections from League associates: Former LWVE President Susan Black: “At the very
first annual meeting I attended in 2007, I was told that League members were known for doing
whatever they were asked to do no matter how busy they were. This was a recurrent theme
in Ellen’s service to whatever organization she belonged to. Ellen was a tireless advocate for
aging issues and she was clearly no shrinking violet. She was a strong and powerful presence in
this community and her spirit and wisdom will be missed.” Patrick Keenan-Devlin, who worked
with Ellen on Education Fund dinners: “Before Ellen passed, she asked if I would sing Simple
Gifts at her memorial service. I agreed to, but I told Ellen flat out that even though she lived
her life simply, I fervently believed her gifts to be extraordinary. That was Ellen - our simple,
yet extraordinary gift.”
Ellen is survived by her husband, Bill Browne, and countless friends. A memorial service will be
held in May. We will notify LWVE members when arrangements are confirmed.
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