
 

 

Church of the Divine Love 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 7, 2024  10:15 AM 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

                   

   Prayer before worship – on insert 

   THE WORD OF GOD 

   Processional Hymn 

   Opening Acclama@on for Easter      page 355 

   Collect for Purity        page 355 

   Gloria  (sung) 

   Collect of the Day -  lec@onary sheet insert 

   First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

   Psalm 51: 1-13 

   Second Lesson: Hebrews 5:5-10 

   Gradual Hymn #574 – Before thy throne, O God, we kneel 

   Gospel: John 12:20-33 

   Sermon – The Rev. Jean Lenord Quatorze  (printed on insert)    

   The Nicene Creed                page 358 

   Prayers of the People, Form VI       page 392    

   The Peace 

   Welcome and Announcements 

   THE HOLY COMMUNION 

   Offertory Hymn #439 – What wondrous love is this 

 

 



 

 

   Doxology  (sung)           

   The Great Thanksgiving: 

   Eucharis@c Prayer B       page 367 

   Sanctus (S-130 in hymnal)       page 367 

   Hymn during Consecra@on -  printed on insert 

   The Lord’s Prayer        page 364 

   The Breaking of the Bread, Anthem & Prayer           page 337 

   The Communion of the People 

   Communion Hymn – One Bread One Body   (on insert) 

   Post Communion Prayer                  page 365 

   Prayer for Peace – on insert 

   Prayer of St. Francis        page 833 

   Dismissal Hymn #441 – In the cross of Christ I glory 

   Dismissal     

 

Sermon Sunday April 7, 2024 

Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20: 19-31. 

 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

It’s been one week since Easter, one week since the chaos and 
excitement, one week since the empty tomb, one week since our first 
“Alleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.” It’s one week 
aBer the resurrecCon and the disciples are in the same place, they were 
Easter night. They are in the same room behind the same locked doors. 
(John 20:19-31) 

 



 

 

So, if the resurrecCon is such a big deal, such a life changing event, why 
are they sCll stuck in the same place? What difference has the empty 
tomb made? How has it changed them? Has it let them see themselves 
and their world differently? Has it done anything for them? It doesn’t 
look as if it’s made much difference. They are in the same house behind 
the same locked doors as a week ago. What’s changed? I wonder, one 
week aBer Easter, what has Christ’s resurrecCon done for us? Is your life 
different? Do you see and engage the world in new ways? What 
difference has the empty tomb made in your life over the last week? 

I used to hear today’s gospel (John 20:19-31) and be criCcal of the 
disciples. They are stuck in the same place. They should have done 
beWer than that. ABer all death has been defeated. “Christ is risen. 
Alleluia.” Why aren’t their lives different? I was really asking about my 
own life. Why isn’t my life different aBer Easter? Why am I stuck in the 
same place? I should be doing beWer than that. I should be living the 
resurrecCon beWer, more powerfully, more fully, more authenCcally, 
than what I am. ABer all, “The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. “I’ve begun, 
however, to hear today’s gospel differently from how I used to. Here’s 
what I think today’s gospel is telling us: Christ’s resurrecCon is a big 
deal; The empty tomb is a life changing event; The resurrecCon does 
make a difference in our lives; and it also takes Cme. 

ResurrecCon takes Cme. It is not a oneCme event. It’s something that 
we grow into. It’s a process. It’s a way of being and a life to be lived. By 
the grace of God, we evolve into resurrected people through our 
relaConships and the circumstances of our lives. God wastes nothing.  

 



 

 

Every day we are stepping into the resurrected life. It’s not always easy 
and some days are just plain hard. I wonder if we someCmes come to 
Easter Sunday and the empty tomb expecCng to wake up on Monday to 
a whole new life and world. I am guessing that you awoke on Easter 
Monday to the same life and world you had on Good Friday. I did. It’s 
not because the resurrecCon failed or because Jesus didn’t do the Jesus 
thing in our lives. It’s because the Jesus thing takes Cme. Maybe we 
need to let go of the fact of the empty tomb and start claiming the story 
of resurrecCon. There’s a difference between facts and story. Facts are 
one dimensional, stories are mulCdimensional. Facts inform the mind; 
stories touch the heart. Facts transmit informaCon, stories transform 
lives. Think about it like this. A fact is staCc, like a snapshot of a 
parCcular moment in Cme. A story is dynamic, like a movie that takes us 
across Cme. 

The empty tomb is a fact. ResurrecCon is a story. Maybe we need to 
begin to understand resurrecCon as the movie of our life instead of a 
snapshot of Christ’s life. The fact of the empty tomb is not the story of 
the resurrecCon. The facts of Jesus life are not the story of Jesus. The 
facts of your life and my life are not the story of our life. The facts are 
just the starCng point for the story. The fact of the empty tomb is the 
starCng point for the resurrecCon story. Whatever facts you woke up to 
on Easter Monday are simply the starCng point for your story of 
resurrecCon. Too oBen, however, we take the facts as the enCre story. 
Isn’t that what we’ve done with St. Thomas? What facts come to mind 
when you hear his name? He was a doubter. “Unless I see the mark of  

 



 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” That Thomas doubted may be the 
only fact that comes to mind. It is so prevalent that we call him 
DoubCng Thomas. What if that fact, however, is just the starCng point 
for his resurrecCon? What if it is not the whole story? What if where we 
start is less important than where we go, where we end? 

Do you know the end of Thomas’ story? Do you know where he died? 
He died in India. He was the apostle to the people of India. He brought 
the gospel of Christ to India. He died a martyr aBer he was run through 
with five spears by five soldiers. That doesn’t sound much like a 
doubter, does it? It sounds like someone who grew and changed, 
someone for whom the resurrecCon of Christ was real, someone for 
whom the empty tomb made a difference. It just took a liWle Cme, as it 
does for most, maybe all of us. We know DoubCng Thomas but let’s not 
forget Confessing Thomas. He’s in today’s gospel as well. “My Lord and 
my God!” With those words Thomas has recognized and named a new 
relaConship, a new worldview, a new way of being. Somewhere 
between DoubCng Thomas and Confessing Thomas is the story of 
resurrecCon in Thomas’ life. All that stuff about DoubCng Thomas, the 
fact of his disbelief, is just Thomas’ starCng place, nothing more and 
nothing less. It’s neither good nor bad. It’s a starCng place. And we all 
have our starCng places. 

What is your starCng place? What are the facts of your life today? The 
starCng place for the story of our resurrecCon is whatever is. Whatever 
your life is today, whatever your circumstances are, that’s the starCng 
point for your story of resurrecCon. So, if you’re dealing with deep  

 



 

loneliness, sorrow, and loss, that’s your starCng point. That’s the room 
which Christ enters. If you are locked in a house of fear, confusion, or 
darkness, that’s your starCng point and the place in which Jesus stands. 
If illness, old age, disability, or uncertainty are facts of your life, that’s 
your starCng point and the place in which Jesus shows up. If you feel 
lost, betrayed, disappointed, overwhelmed, that’s your starCng point 
and the house Jesus enters. If joy, graCtude, and celebraCon are the 
facts of your life today, that’s the starCng point for your story of 
resurrecCon. All those things I just described and a thousand others are 
the many ways the doors of our house get locked. Whatever it might be 
for you, it is just the starCng point. 

The great tragedy is not that the disciples are in the same house behind 
the same locked doors. That’s just their starCng place. The great tragedy 
will be if the disciples refuse to unlock the doors, refuse to open the 
doors, and refuse to get out the house. What are the doors that are 
locked in your life? What are the things that have kept you stuck in the 
same place? I’ll say it again, that’s just the starCng place. Don’t judge it 
as good or bad, right or wrong. It’s just where you are and it’s the place 
Christ shows up. It happened twice in today’s gospel. Both Cmes the 
disciples are in the same house behind the same locked doors and Jesus 
shows up. He stands in the midst of them. The walls and the locked 
doors of their house could not keep Jesus out. And the walls and locked 
doors of your house will not keep him out. 

He steps into the midst of our house, through the locked doors, and 
breathes peace and life into us. He breathes peace and hope into us. He 
breathes peace and courage into us. He breathes peace and strength  

 



 

 

into us. And that breath of peace is the key that unlocks the door. So, 
take a deep breath, take it all in, let it fill and enliven you. Let it give you 
the hope, courage, and strength to unlock and open the doors of your 
life, and then get out of the house.  Open the doors to the story of your 
resurrecCon and get out of the house. Amen. 

   

 2 EASTER 10:15 AM  HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II  (also om zoom) 

     COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWS              

   MONDAY 8:30 PM   AA MEETING 

   WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM  AL-ANON MEETING 

   THURSDAY 10AM-2PM   THRIFT SHOP  

      8:30 PM   AA MEETING 

   SAURDAY 10AM-2PM  THRIFT SHOP 

   3 EASTER 10:15 AM  HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II  (also on zoom) 

         COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWS 

     11:15 AM  VESTRY MEETING 

 

                           Today           Next Week 

Eucharis@c Minister      Dana Kenn  Roe Prosser 

Coffee     Nolans   Janet Croh 

 

 

 

SUPPORT THE FOOD PANTRY – DROP-OFF IN THE KITCHEN 

 

 



 

            PARISH PRAYER LIST 

Loving God, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give 
them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salva=on. 
Especially we remember before you: 

Grace Schinella        Lourdes S.            Jess 

Bob Curley          Beverly Noel          Art 

Chris Dickson    Kate Jones    Deb P. 

Michael Echevarria John Rocco  Judy 

Christopher        Warren      Kristen 

CharloMe H.     Bernie Walther     Celeste 

Jerry & Family      Phil Ryder    Carolyn 

Anthony Paribello    Barbara Curran     Del 

Robert Hosey       Henry           Aidan 

Sally & Roger    Sophia    Carol K. 

Mary & Family    Ciara                 Jan  

Nathan Treadwell    Gladys Hadija   Vincent    

Michael & Family    MaMhew Treasure        Mo 

Jean Es=nvil Quatorze             Michelle & Baby          

All people and countries suffering from violence, hatred and natural disaster                

Help us speak words of encouragement and offer deeds of kindness to them. 
Bring us with them, into the unending joy of your kingdom.  Amen. 

To add or make changes to prayer list during the week, email 

Janet CroU at jmc220@optonline.net. 
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Prayer before Worship 

Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it, the 

spirit of grace.  Deliver us, when we draw near to you, 

from coldness of heart, and wanderings of mind, that  

with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may 

worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Hymn to be sung during the consecration: 

Father I adore you, 

Lay my life before you, 

How I love you. 

Repeat twice with second verse starting with Jesus 

and third verse starting with Spirit. 

 

Prayer for Peace 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn 

but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So 
mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that 

all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince  

of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominions 

and glory, now and for ever.   Amen 

 

 



 

 

 


