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PLANS SET FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER
P

lans are underway again for a very special observance of Lent, Holy Week, and
Easter this year.
LENT During Lent we commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation by using the Small Catechism as the basis for our Wednesday Lenten services
at 12:30 and 7:30 p.m. beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 1st.
HOLY WEEK This year Palm Sunday is April 8-9, and we will celebrate this event
during at our Saturday evening and Sunday morning services.
This year we ask children and adults to join together for the procession with palms
before the Saturday evening and the 9:30 services. We gather first outdoors before
each of the services at 5 p.m. and at 9:30 a.m. for the blessing of the palms, and we
process together around the church and enter the church singing.
During Holy Week we have services during the final three days (called the Triduum)
of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. A full schedule of the services
is on page 3.
On Good Friday morning we have added a special Children’s Stations of the Cross
at 10 a.m., and at 3 p.m., after returning from the Shrine of Our Lady of the Island in
Eastport where we will walk the Stations of the Cross with thousands of others, we
will have another service of outdoor stations at Hope. Our evening Adoration of the
Cross service is at 7:30 p.m.
EASTER On Holy Saturday, we will again be using the pattern of worship from ancient times for the Easter Vigil service beginning at about 7:30 p.m. It is a very inspiring service using candlelight and a series of Bible lessons to prepare our hearts for
the Great Easter celebration on the following day. We also decorate the sanctuary,
celebrate the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion together.
Our Easter schedule varies from our normal worship times. We worship at 7:30,
9:30, and 11:15 a.m.
A highlight of our Easter celebration is the Easter breakfast in All Saints’ Hall.
Food is served from 8:00 until 11:00 a.m. Sign up and bring along family and friends.
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Special points of interest
 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 1. This year we will focus
on Luther’s Small Catechism
each Wednesday at both
services and in small groups..
 An Art Celebration Weekend is
planned for May

VISION OF HOPE

“Time to be Renewed”

The 500th Anniversary of the start of
the Lutheran Reformation continues
during Lent as we focus on the Small
Catechism in each Wednesday service
and our weekly discussion groups.
The catechism, written by Martin
Luther, was created for use in the
home under the leadership of the
family pastor (fathers) who would use
questions and answers to instruct the
family in basic things every Christian
should know and believe: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Holy
Communion and daily family prayers.
Those of us raised as Lutherans
learned the Small Catechism in our

church’s confirmation classes. Many
of us committed to memory, along
with scripture verses to inspire us as
we continue our journey of faith.
Over the years, however, much of
what we learned has been forgotten,
and, in every case, our lives as adults
are radically different from the way
we lived a generation or more ago.
We all need to refresh and expand
our spiritual knowledge so we are
providing this emphasis for your sake.
Take advantage of this opportunity.
Allow Lent to be a time of spiritual
renewal for you. See you in church—
every week in Lent.

“Those of us raised as Lutherans learned the Small Catechism in our church’s confirmation
classes. . . Over the years, however, much of what we learned has been forgotten”

LUTHERAN IDENTITY
Lutherans are not known for
our “emotionalism” in worship
services, but we are known for
our ability to clearly articulate
our beliefs in ways that can be
understood easily by others.
We rely on the creeds, the
confessions of the church, and
our catechisms to aid us in
sharing our experience and
knowledge of God’s Holy
Word because we have always
believed we are a part of the
one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic church.
Taking time to study and
reflect on the resources we
have strengthens our witness
to the world.
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REFORMATION 500 CONTINUES IN LENT
The season of Lent is a great time to be renewed, and this year the focus on
the Lutheran Reformation and our shared history gives us an even better
opportunity to refresh and deepen our understanding of some of the most
basic parts of our Lutheran identity.
As teenagers, we learned the Small Catechism of Martin Luther as part of the
confirmation process. During Lent this year our services on Wednesdays and
our weekly small group gatherings will give us a chance to reflect on the
building blocks of our Lutheran identity.
We are also making copies of the Small Catechism available to teens, adults,
and to newcomers who visit our church. It was designed to be a simple, yet
profound way to make Christian faith and family practices as “user friendly”
as possible.
Small groups will meet for about a half hour on Wednesday afternoons and
evenings after our Lenten services and on Thursday mornings as well. Please
“give up” an hour each week as part of your personal spiritual sacrifice during
Lent this year. It will be a time of blessing for you and for others.

PALM SUNDAY

(April 8 –9)
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
SATURDAY 5 pm — SUNDAY 8, 9:30 & 11:00 am
On Saturday, April 8 and Sunday, April 9, services begin outdoors with the blessing of the
palms and procession into the church reminding us of Christ’s triumphant entry into the Holy
City of Jerusalem.

Saturday Sparklers and Sunday School Procession
Our Children on Saturday and Sunday will march around the church. Parents and worshippers
are welcome to join the procession .

THE TRIDUUM
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion is celebrated at 12:30 and 7:30 pm.
Services include a special hand washing ceremony as we come forward to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion and the order for Confession and Forgiveness, ending with the solemn
act of stripping of the altar to prepare for Good Friday.

Good Friday April 14
All Day Prayer Vigil
We welcome all to come for 20 minute prayer periods to pray and meditate on Jesus dying on
the cross for us. Families are welcome to come and read the passion story in church together.
Bibles and devotional materials will be available for all.

Stations of the Cross
10 a.m. Children’ Stations of the Cross
We observe the Stations of the Cross around the church property with special readings for children and their families. All are welcome.
12 Noon Stations of the Cross at the Shrine of our Lady of the Island
We observe the Stations of the Cross at the Shrine in Eastport on Eastport-Manor Road. Those
who will car pool will leave the church at 11 a.m. or if you prefer, you may meet us at the shrine.
3 p.m. Stations of the Cross at Hope (Outdoors)

The Adoration of the Cross
7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday April 15
7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil
Holy Saturday concludes the Triduum as we gather at 7:30 pm. for the Easter Vigil.
The Service of Light starts outdoors with the Lighting of New Fire and continues into the nave
with candles that signify Jesus as the Light of the World. The service goes on with Bible readings
that recall the stories of God’s mighty acts and an affirmation of baptism. It ends with the very
first Easter celebration of Holy Communion.

EASTER SUNDAY
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
Sunday, April 16th Festival Services at 7:30, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Breakfast in All Saints’ Hall
8:00—11:00 a.m.

SHARING MINISTRY, BECAUSE WE CARE . . .
SURVEY FORM
There are always many opportunities to practice and demonstrate our care
and concern for others, and we are giving out survey forms seeking people
with gifts and compassion to serve in various forms of ministry. If you have
not yet responded to the survey at church, here’s what we are seeking.

SUNDAY MORNING
EDUCATION
POSSIBILITIES
FOR ADULTS

___ Welcome Minister People who welcome worshippers as they arrive
for worship services.
___ Communion Minister People who will bring the sacrament to those
who are homebound, hospitalized, or in nursing care facilities.
___ Bereavement Minister People who will reach out to others when they
have experiences a personal loss using phone calls and visits.
___ Healing Minister People who assist during services of healing by anointing and the laying on of hands with prayers.
___ Stephen Minister People who receive special training and work with
individuals on a one-to-one basis during times of special need.
___ Newcomer Visitation Minister People who are trained to make visits to
newcomers who come to our worship services.
If you are interested in learning more about or taking part in one or more of
these ministry opportunities speak with Denise Cappello, Pastor Hill, or
Deacon Dee Hecker.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY AT HOPE
There are several very special activities for women this spring at Hope.

MONTHLY MEETINGS— Last Saturday of each month
KOINONIA WOMEN’S RETREAT— April 21-23
Come to Koinonia for a weekend away, and spend time in fellowship with
other women. There will be good food, crafts, conversation, massages, singing, prayer, hiking and a bonfire! This is a great opportunity to grow closer to
those you already know- mom, friend, sister, daughter, or to meet new people. Open to all women age 18 and older. Take time to relax, unplug from
your day-to-day, and enjoy God's creation!
The Conference Center is already booked, but we have a special cabin rate!
$85 per person covers all meals and programming! Don't miss this great opportunity to get away from your day-to-day routine!

WOMEN MINISTRY MULTI CHURCH PRAYER BEAD TEA
Saturday, April 29, 2017
10:30am-2:00pm Sign in starts @ 10am.
Cost $5 CASH ONLY payable at the door
RSVP by 4/8/17 by signing up on activity board,
e-mailing Lisa @ lcs828@outlook.com or calling Edie at 631-474-0798.
Space is limited.

If you are looking
for an opportunity to
learn more and grow
spiritually and are
available to attend a
class on Sunday morning at 9:30, then there
are two choices for
you.

DISCIPLE
FAST TRACK
The first is the Disciple
Fast Track course on
the New Testament , a
12-session course that
meets for about an
hour each time to
study themes related
to the New Testament.

NEWCOMERS’
FORUM
A second is a
“Newcomer’s Forum”
which will be offered
during the 9:30 a.m.
service to help people
who are new to our
church, to the Lutheran
Church, or to Christianity to explore some of
the basic teachings,
history, and “culture”
or church life. If you
are interested in either
of these, speak with
Pastor Hill or Deacon
Dee Hecker.
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ART CELEBRATION WEEKEND
MAY 6-7th
We’ve all heard the phrase “ a picture is worth a thousand words”
How can art be used in our worship to inspire
and bring us closer to God’s presence?
Stephanie Burke a liturgical artist from North Carolina who will be painting and sharing
her art with us the weekend of May 6—7th.
Don’t miss this time of interactive and visual worship!
INTERACTIVE PAINTING
WE ALL GET TO PAINT!
WORSHIP PAINTINGS—
Watch Stephanie create a painting during worship Saturday
night, 5 pm & Sunday morning 9:30 am
THE ART OF WORSHIP WORKSHOP
Saturday afternoon beginning at 2 pm
Teens & Adults with dinner following
For two weeks prior beginning in April, members of Hope and visitors will be invited to
paint a section of the special mural designed by Stephanie for our congregation. You will not
know what the painting is until it is finished on the weekend of May 6—7th when Stephanie
joins us. It is in way like paint by numbers but maybe upside down, sideways or somehow mixed
up. Everyone is a part of this fun activity. Parents can help children choose an appropriate
section.
On Saturday, May 6th beginning at 2 pm, we are inviting all of the
Peconic Conference, along with adults and teens from Hope for a Workshop on art and worship
— how can we experiment with new forms to bring the message of the gospel to people.
Dinner will be provided at 4 pm, and then, during the 5 pm service, Stephanie will paint for us in
her unique way.

HOPE’S MUSIC PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN
INVITE NEWCOMERS
WEEKDAY
PROGRAMS
FOR CHILDREN
TUESDAYS
HUGS TODDLERS
9:15-9:45 a.m.
HUGS
12:15-1:30 p.m.
JOYFUL RINGERS
7:00-7:30 p.m.
TEEN BELLS
7:30-8:15 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
4:15-5:45 p.m.
KIDS’ CLUB

OUR HUGS PROGRAM FOR 3
AND 4 YEAR-OLDS CONTINUES
Our HUGS program meets on Tuesdays
from 12:15-1:30 p.m. Each week on
Tuesdays children ages 3 & 4 gather for
songs, stories, crafts and snacks.
We have an amazing team with Carol
Hoffman, Karen & Walter Slatest and
Carol Wolff.
HUGS/TODDLERS is for children ages 18
months old to 3 years old meets on
Tuesdays from 9:15-9:45 a.m. with lots
of fun for the little ones and their parents. They sing, move, and play instruments, listen to sounds
and learn to share and
cooperate.

Tuesday, February 28
5:30– 6:30 p.m.
Food, games, fun, and the
preparation of ashes for
Ash Wednesday
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Hope’s Kids’ Club for children ages 4
through 5th grade meets every
Wednesday afternoon from 4:15—5:45
pm. Every week we sing, tell Bible
stories, make crafts and have fun.

JOYFUL RINGERS & TEEN BELLS
Our CHILDREN’S CHIMES group, Joyful
Ringers rehearses on Tuesday evenings
from 7-7:30 p.m. for all children from
2nd grade and older are invited to learn
how to play chimes. No previous musical
experience is necessary.
TEEN BELLS rehearses on Tuesday
evenings from 7:30—8:15 p.m. This fun
group plays more challenging music.

CHILDREN’S EASTER PLAY CHOSEN
Hope’s children will perform
an exciting new musical play
called “Unselfie.” #Selfless in a
selfie World.
Join us Saturday night, April
22nd during the 5 pm service
to hear this message of how
we can be unselfish today and
learn who did the most
unselfish act of all for us!

ANNUAL
SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER

KIDS’ CLUB

Rehearsals will be on Saturday
afternoons from 4—5 p.m.
beginning Saturday, March 4th.
Special activities for the children
will also be held along with the
rehearsals so they can be unselfish
and share their gifts with others.
Teens and Adults are needed to
volunteer for help with activities
and the play. Please sign up or
speak with Joyce Stahl

PREPARING FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
At Hope we set no specific “minimum age” for baptized members to begin
receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion, but because for centuries many
Lutherans have continued a practice of restricting young people from sharing the
Lord’s Supper at worship services, most churches insist on formal preparation as a
requirement for those who wish to commune.
At Hope, however, since there is no minimum age requirement, we encourage
parents to teach start teaching their children about the sacrament and bringing
them regularly to worship. If you're thinking of having a celebration of first holy
communion with children in your family and want them to have classes with the
pastor, please let him know. He likes to teach groups of children and parents when
possible, and he will set up appropriate classes to meet your needs.

SUMMER MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN
It’s time to start thinking and planning for our ministry with children at Hope
this summer. In the past we have offered July day camp programs, a Vacation
Bible School and Drama Camp in August.
These programs rely on many volunteers for their success. Adults and teens
are encouraged to take part in providing leadership and assisting in various
ways. Our Day Camp programs also need a Director who can plan and oversee them.
Cheryl Armstrong will be convening a meeting of all who are interested in
helping out and planning for these ministries. Watch for an announcement in
coming weeks.
Dates have already been chosen for VBS and Drama Camp in August.
VBS: August 14-18 and Drama Camp August 21-25.

“It’s time to start thinking and planning for our ministry with children at Hope
this summer.”

PROPERTY PLANNING TEAM FORMING
For the past several years our church has been blessed by the efforts of
members who have given time and energy to maintain and improve our
church facilities and grounds. Small projects done in love have contributed
greatly to the ongoing use and witness of our facilities here.
There are several “Big Ticket” items that need some planning to get done
properly, such as replacing a sidewalk, replacing the church sign out front,
and upgrading our parking lot and external lighting systems. We are also exploring the options for installing solar panels to provide electrical power for
the church.
Council Property Chair, Henry Schlobohm is forming a team to take on these
important challenges. If you wish to be part of a team that can discuss and
plan these projects, please speak with him.

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION
ANNUAL MEETING
The 2017 Annual Meeting of the Metro NY Lutheran Men in Mission will be on
Saturday, March 18 beginning with breakfast at 8:30 at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Cambria Heights, Queens. Carpoolers will gather at the church at 7:30
a.m. We finish at noon. This event is intended to help congregations increase
the participation of men through intentional ministry. Men from Hope will be
attending. If you are interested, speak with John Kelly.

WORSHIP
ASSISTANTS’
BREAKFAST
MARCH 11
Our Worship Team is
hosting a breakfast
for all who serve in
various ways as part
of our Hope’s
worship life.
On Saturday, March
11, at 9 a.m. we will
gather all of our
Assisting Ministers,
Ushers, and Altar
Guild members for
time of worship,
fellowship, and
training.
We also invite all
who would like to
become Worship
Assistants to join us
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REGISTER FOR
ANCHOR NURSERY
SCHOOL NOW
2017-2018 RATES
Two days per week
$ 180 per month
Three days per week
$ 220 per month
Classes are held from
9:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday
Children ages 3 and 4

DO YOU FACEBOOK, TWEET, OR SNAPCHAT?
Our church has a presence on social media, and members and friends are encouraged to join us
to keep abreast of what is going on at Hope.
You can receive postings on our Hope Lutheran Church group page by joining the group. Type in
the facebook search box: “Hope Lutheran Church Selden NY” to find the group. Your request to
join the group will be approved as soon as possible.
You can also post your thoughts and concerns, including prayer concerns, on the group page,
along with any comments or questions about our church or the most recent sermon etc.
If you see something on the group page that you want others to know about, share it. You can
also share it on our business Facebook page at facebook.com/hopeluth. We use this page to
reach out to others in Suffolk County and beyond, regardless of whether they are members of
Hope. By sharing, you can help others (your friends) learn about what we are doing at Hope and
in the community.
We are just starting to develop other social media possibilities such as Twitter and Snapchat.
If you have suggestions of ways we can get the message out to people about this ministry we
share, please send them to Pastor Hill (rohill@optonline.net), Richard Bennett (raob@mac.com),
or Charles Clark (cr-clark@outlook.com).

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
46 Dare Road
Selden, NY 11784-2004

OUR WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Holy Communion is celebrated on Saturdays at 5 p.m.
and on Sundays at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sparklers Class begins at 5 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sunday School classes begin at 9:30 am in the sanctuary.
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