APRIL 2019

The

ower

A message from your Pastor...

“Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!”
For many of us who have spent time in church these words, or ones similar, are typically
uttered during the Easter season (as well as throughout the year). Within our church family
it is likely there are those who believe in a bodily resurrection of Jesus, while others understand the resurrection to be something else. Regardless of how you were raised, or what
you may currently believe, here in this church you are most certainly welcome. I greatly appreciate we are part of a faith tradition that does not require a litmus test to belong. We
celebrate a diversity of opinions, beliefs and ways of being followers of Jesus.
I’m more than happy to discuss your thoughts on the above, whether they are the same as
mine or not. However, I am even more interested in sharing our ideas on why the resurrection matters. Are we an Easter people simply out of tradition or do we truly believe that
there is something to this Jesus thing that helps make sense out of life? Do we honestly believe that hope, peace, joy and love can have the final say over hatred, destruction and
death?
Do we live our lives as resurrection people? Do we believe that our lives can be transformed by the beauty of the good news of Jesus?
As a congregation we are currently in a time of transition. We have the opportunity to step
out in new directions and experience bright beginnings. It will take faith; in ourselves, in
one another, and in God.
May the transforming power of God’s grace and love not only lead to new life for each of us,
but for this church we call home and the larger community around us.

Pastor David

Our Easter Sunrise service will take place at:
Tradewinds Club House at Aurora Shores
beginning at 6:00 am.

3500 Tradewinds Cove, Reminderville, OH

Palm Sunday - April 14th
Maundy Thursday - April 18th
Service @ 7 pm
Good Friday - April 19th
Community Service of churches
on the Square @ 12 noon

(in case of inclement weather - services
will be held in the church)

Visioning Conversations
April 7 & April 10
As a follow-up to the conversations that took
place at Templed Hills on March 9th, we will be
holding similar group conversations so more
voices can be included. These times together
will focus upon where we see Christ active in our
church and how we can help share the spirit of
Christ into the community. We hope you will
choose to join us on either Sunday, April 7th
from noon – 2pm (with a light meal) or
Wednesday, April 10th from 6pm – 8pm (with a
light meal).
*after the meeting on April 7th several of us are
planning on remaining to do some light yard
work and tackle a few other things around the
church property. Anyone wanting to help out
will be welcomed.

This venue allows us an indoor as well as outdoor option while enjoying the sunrise over
the lake.
Our Celebration Service will take place at
10:30 am. at the church.
Join us as we celebrate that hope, joy and love
do indeed have the final word over fear
and death.

We continue to be
appreciative of
those who help
lead portions of
the worship
services.
Are you interested
in helping?
You are welcome to give it a try for just one
Sunday to see what you think. Readings are
received in advance of the service so those
leading can be familiar and comfortable.
Teenagers and adults of all ages we would
love to have you add your voices.
Let Pastor David know if you want
to learn more.

4TH WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH @7PM

“Open and Affirming” (ONA) is a movement of
more than 1,200 churches that welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning
(LGBTQ) members. More than 275,000 members of the United Church of Christ belong to
ONA congregations - and our Church, Twinsburg First Congregational, has begun the exploration and discernment process of ONA.
The ONA process is just that, a process: a time
of study, dialogue, reflection and prayer by all
members must occur. We as a congregation
have the freedom to design our own ONA process, which may include exploring in depth
basic teachings of scripture, contemporary perspectives on sexual orientation and gender
identity and expression, the psychological and
spiritual consequences of homophobia and
transphobia, and the testimonies of LGBTQ
members and neighbors.
Dialogue between our members, either one on
one or in larger groups is tantamount for this
process. Below are members of our ONA lead
team. We welcome and encourage discussion
and dialogue to address all questions, concerns
and comments during our ONA transition.
Karen Holzwarth
Pat Kost
Michelle Leonhardt
Claudia Lillibridge
Rita Markunas
Annetta Muir

330-322-3827
216-280-9886
216-280-9921
330-840-9168
978-210-1445
330-405-6814 H
330-346-9660 C

As you may be aware, we are putting on a community meal on the 4th Sunday of each month, where
we invite any and all to attend. You may have noticed our awesome banners out in front of the
church to advertise it.
Although the event will take place after this is
printed, I’m am optimistic that it will be a rousing
success and a special thank you goes out to all of
those who pitched in and helped.
Moving forward, and following the example of our
friends at Good Shepherd (who have been doing
this for quite a while, and are very good at it), we
will need volunteers for the following categories;
Set-up (making sure there are enough tables and
chairs to go around, putting out flatware and napkins after coffee hour), Food prep (the actual cooking of the food we're serving), Platers (to put the
cooked food on the plates), Servers (to take the
food to our guests, and then bus the tables when
the food has been enjoyed), and Clean-up (maybe
you can guess what this is, but just in case, it means
washing the dishes and cooking vessels, wiping
down the tables, and resetting the Fellowship Hall
for coffee hour and any meetings that may ensue).
There will be sign up sheets available during coffee
hour in the Hall. We're also asking again that any
members who are willing and able, to provide
baked goods (cookies, cakes, brownies, pies, etc)
for dessert.
This meal is to provide fellowship and food for
those who may be lacking in one or both,
but all are welcome to attend!

PASTOR DAVID AWAY

David will return on Sunday, April 7th.

Pastor David will be in Puerto Rico with
Disaster Ministries the first week of April.

That week we will have a guest share the
morning message. Jen Bertoni is a ministry
student and on staff at United Church of
Congregational in Vermilion. In addition to
the message, Jen will also be sharing her
musical talents with us in worship.

Rev. Kevin Phipps will be available for
pastoral concerns while David is away.
Kevin’s phone number is 330-466-0318.

April Worship Helpers
Lay Readers
4/7 - Jim Hercik
4/14 -

Gayle Davet

4/21 - Claudia Lillibridge
4/28 - Terri Bissell
Ushers
4/7 - Don & Shari Schultz
4/14 -

Cheryl Hayes
& JoAnne Terry

4/21 -

Rick & Denice Sheehan

4/28 - Karen Holzwarth &
Yvette Schilling
childre n’s Sermons
4/7 - Pastor David
4/14-

Gayle Davet

4/21 -

Claudia Lillibridge

4/28 - Terri Bissell

Wednesday
April 24 @ 6 pm
Fellowship Hall
Sunday
April 28 @ 4pm
Fellowship Hall
Monday
April 29@ 6 pm
Mavis Winkles

Meredith & Chris Bambalis
Barbara C (Eleanor Rea’s Sister)
Marty Berger
Kelly Cornell & Family
Lenny Diederich
Makenzie Dougherty
Chad Evans
Betty Eshelman
George & Bess Ficken
Millie Frieling
Phillis Gugliotta
Scott Hernandez
Sally Hickman
Kathryn (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Doug & Claudia Lillibridge
Rev. Tom Long
Vince Miozzi
Paul Munn
Joyce Mincer
Marion Olsen
Ruth Ann Parks (and her family)
Sarah Rea (Eleanor’s Granddaughter)
Marge Roberts
Dottie Oliver
Jill Rothermund (Eleanor Rea’s niece)
Dave Rubinski
Carolyn Rutan
Seth (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Linda Weiner
Mike Smith
Lou Ella Kaskey
Ray Berry
Lois Pierce
Martha Harris
Tierra Rhodes
Rachel Smolik

Sunday

9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Communion
12 p Visioning Conver.
4 p Good Shepherd
Community Meal

7

14
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Choir Sings
21
6 am Sunrise Service
@ Aurora Shores
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Choir Sings
28
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
4 p FCC Community Meal

Monday

6:30 p Free Motion
Quilters

6 p Pub Theology
@ Mavis Winkles

1

8

15

22

29

Tuesday

7 p Scouts

7 p Scouts

7 p Scouts

7 p Scouts

2

9

16

23

30

Wednesday

6 p Visioning
Conversation

6 p Soup Supper
(Wm Fellowship)
7 p Council

3

10

17

24

4

12

5

20

13

6

Saturday

11

19

12 p Stations of the
Cross on the Square

26

27

18

Friday

April 2019
Thursday

10 a Knitwitters & Seekers

7:30 p Choir Rehearsal

10 a Knitwitters & Seekers

7 p Maundy Thursday Service
7:30 Choir Rehearsal
25

Come worship with us
and bring a friend!
Early Worship 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.

Tower Submissions
Articles for the Tower may be
sent via e-mail directly to the church at
office@fcctwinsburg.org
May articles due: April 19
Note: Committee notes need to be received by
Monday prior to scheduled council meeting.

On the square in Twinsburg
since 1848
Church: 330-425-2181
e-mail: office@fcctwinsburg.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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