Chadwick
Wins
District 3

Barbara “Bobbi “Chadwick

B

obbi Chadwick won the Supervisorial seat for District 3 with 450 votes
while Chairman Incumbent Karl Fisher
received 352 votes. At the Hayfork polling place the results were more dramatic
with 98 votes for Chadwick and 28 for
Fisher. Supervisor-Elect Chadwick wasted no time as District 3 representative by
attending county meetings to weigh in
on isues critical to her district. Chadwick
thanks all her friends, family and supporters and looks forward to a bright future for
Hayfork in the years to come. Her term
will officially begin January 2017.

111 Ballots Not Counted!

Elections Officer Shanna White Violates
Elections Laws: State Opens Investigation

T

he California Secretary of State’s Elections Investigative Unit has opened an investigation into the
2016 Presidential Primary June 7th election in Trinity
County. Allegations by elections observers and voters
include targeted voter suppression of an ethnic minority; voter disenfranchisement
including high numbers of
provisional ballots; and countless violations of federal and
state laws during the election
and the canvass process. In the
Hayfork polling place at the
Trinity County Fairgrounds
there were 95 provisional ballots given to voters. The
high procentage of provisional ballots were not even
real ballots but rather photocopies of ballots which
is unheard of across the state. Shanna White, Trinity
County’s Voter Registrar, demanded that voters from
Post Mountain were to travel all the way to her office in
Weaverville if they wanted a ballot. White admitted that
her office would only be open until 5 p.m. which would
violate their right to vote as provided by state law. Poll
workers seemingly unaware of this mandate by White
gave out the paper copy ballots to the Hmong minority
and other voters who were unaware of any such requirement. White decided to disallow the majority of Hmong
votes, with 79 provisional votes denied eligibility to be
included in the final count and another 32 vote by mail
ballots are also not being counted for a total of 111 ineli-

gible ballots. White refused to all election observers
the opportunity to view and challenge her decision
during the verification process which is a violation
of state law. White has denied access of these lists to
candidates and the public which is also a violation of state law. White
was contacted by the
American Civil Liberties Union attorney who
is investigating similar
ethnic minority voter
suppression in Siskiyou
County. Many across
the state and within the government are shocked at
the effort to suppress the Hmong vote. Many Hmong
veterans of the Vietnam/Laotian war are among those
being denied the right to vote. If the Hmong and other
voters are counted it may throw the election win to
Diane Richards who challenged incumbent John Fenley who won District 5 by only 28 votes. With 111
votes not being counted, it appears there was election manipulation for that result. There will be a legal
challenge to the voter suppression. Other reports of
elections violations include failure to interrogate or
test timely and properly the vote tabulating machines
and deliberately preventing election observers from
observing. Ms. White also employed her own mother and ex Registrar Deanna Bradford as the Canvas
Board who counted the ballots for the entire county.

DHS Quietly Releasing Vanloads of Illegal Aliens Away from Border

Judicial Watch
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is quietly transporting illegal immigrants from the Mexican border to Phoenix and releasing them without
proper processing or issuing court appearance documents, Border Patrol sources tell Judicial Watch. The government classifies them as Other Than Mexican
(OTM) and this week around 35 were transferred 116 miles north from Tucson to a Phoenix bus station where they went their separate way. Judicial Watch was present when one of the white vans carrying a group of OTMs arrived at the Phoenix Greyhound station on Buckeye Road. The OTMs are from Honduras, Colombia,
El Salvador and Guatemala and Border Patrol officials say this week’s batch was in custody for a couple of days and ordered to call family members in the U.S. so
they could purchase a bus ticket for their upcoming trip from Phoenix. Authorities didn’t bother checking the identity of the U.S. relatives or if they’re in the country
legally, according to a Border Patrol official directly involved in the matter. American taxpayers pick up the fare for those who claim to have a “credible fear,” Border
Patrol sources told JW. None of the OTMs were issued official court appearance documents, but were told to “promise” they’d show up for a hearing when notified,
said federal agents with firsthand knowledge of the operation. A security company contracted by the U.S. government is driving the OTMs from the Border Patrol’s
Tucson Sector where they were in custody to Phoenix, sources said. The firm is called G4S and claims to be the world’s leading security solutions group with operations in more than 100 countries and 610,000 employees. Editor’s Note: G4S coincidentally also employed Omar Mateen who killed 49 people and injured 53
at the Orlando gay nightclub on June 12th.

Former State Department IT Bryan Former CalPERS CEO Sentenced to 4
Years for Taking Huge Bribes
Pagliano Pleads Fifthcussions
125
times
he may have had with Clinton’s by Chriss W. Street Breitbart News -Newport Beach, CA3
Washington, DC) – Judicial Watch today lawyers about the email issue. Pagliano
released the deposition transcript of former made the following statement in response
State Department IT political appointee to these and other questions:
Bryan Pagliano, who repeatedly invoked his On the advice of counsel, I will decline
Fifth Amendment right to not answer ques- to answer your question in reliance on
tions. Pagliano was the Clinton State Depart- my rights under the Fifth Amendment to
ment IT official who reportedly provided the United States Constitution.
support for the Clinton email system. Pa- Pagliano, at the direction of his lawyer,
gliano asserted his Fifth Amendment right simply did not answer other questions,
to many key questions about the clintone- such as who was paying for his legal repmail.com system – including whether the resentation. Pagliano is among seven desystem was set up to thwart the Freedom of positions of former Clinton top aides and
Information Act (FOIA); any email-related State Department officials that Judicial
discussions with Clinton and her top aides; Watch has scheduled over the next two
how the system was set up; whether Clinton weeks. The next witness is Huma Abedeleted government records; and recent dis- continued on pg 6

Fred Buenrostro, the former Chief Executive Officer of the
California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) was sentenced to 4.5 years in federal prison this week for what a U.S. District
termed “a spectacular breach of trust.” Federal Judge Charles Breyer
found that Buenrostro had accepted bribes and gifts from his friend
and former CalPERS board member, Alfred Villalobos, who owned a
Nevada investment firm. Villalobos committed suicide at a Reno gun
range last year. As the CEO of the largest public pension fund in the
United States, Buenrostro was entrusted with financial stewardship
of over a quarter trillion dollars in assets contributed by California
taxpayers to fund 1.8 million state and municipal employee pensions.
Buenrostro became involved from 2002 to 2008 in schemes to help
Villalobos steer trillions of dollars of CalPERS pension fund investments to private equity firms that charged enormous fees. In return,
continued on pg 6

TRINITYGAZETTE.NET /JUNE 2016/ PAGE 1

Letters to the Editor
Major Lawsuit - FBI Has Been Called

A major lawsuit is being filed by the Institute for
American Democracy and Election Integrity concerning election fraud perpetrated by Hillary Clinton and the Democratic
party – surely the Monsanto Queen did not order the frauds
herself! – in eleven states such as Iowa, Kentucky, and California, where Bernie Sanders actually won by a landslide. Clinton
had claimed victory the afternoon of the California primary,
certainly suspicious yet proof of nothing but her arrogance, and
all the delegates and ‘super’delegates she bought will not be
officially counted until the Democratic convention next month
in Philadelphia, where tall fences are being erected to keep
out the thousands of expected Bernie Sanders supporters/protesters. Up to 91% of Bernie Sanders supporters have vowed
to NEVER vote for Hillary Clinton after the shenanigans she
has pulled. And recently, after the Orlando shootings, Clinton
claimed she can keep America safe, stating in 2012 while Secretary of State that “I’m in charge of the State Department’s
60,000-plus people all over the world”, yet failed to protect the
mere 4 people killed in the Benghazi attack of 9/11/12. This is
who President Obama touts as the ideal person for his office.
A study by the Brennan Center for Justice determined
that 43 states use voting machines whose security systems are
outdated and “extremely easy to hack”, and this includes those
machines (Diebold) used in Trinity county. Charges of voter fraud have been leveled here in Trinity county as well,
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been called to
look into matters. Back in the most recent mid-term elections
Deanna Bradford was responsible for illegally purging an awful lot of subsequently angry Trinity voters, so when ‘caught’
she quit her elected position, again (Ms. Bradford was elected
and quit once before)! It comes as no surprise, therefore, that
Ms. Bradford was once more involved in illegal activity this
past election when she was present, even though she had absolutely no business to do so, during the secret counting of Trinity county’s votes. Certainly election fraud includes using an
alias while running for office, as in the case of Judy Yzquierdo
(what her paychecks and other court documents read) aka Judy
Morris.
		
Ray Schar
		
Weaverville

Elections Shock: District 5 Votes Not Counted

We are shocked and dismayed to find out that my vote
and my husband’s vote were tossed out by Shanna White last
week. Even after I called the elections office and spoke with
Ms White personally she would not count our votes. Ms White
decided that both our signatures did not match the signatures
on our registration cards. I offered to verify sensitive information on our voter registration cards like the last 4 digits of our
Social Security numbers, birthdates the parcel number of our
property. NO I was told. Our votes would not be counted and
further more I was being “crabby” with her.......
Wow! Yes, I am sure I was getting a little “crabby”. In such a
tight race every vote counts. I wonder how many other votes
were tossed out and for what reasons? I think Ms White should
have recused herself from counting votes during this election
because she was appointed to her position by the current board
of supervisors that were up for re-election. I think the race for
Supervisor in District 5 needs to be rerun in November with
an impartial vote counter and “decider”. The final tally for
District 5, reported in The Trinity County Journal on June 22,
2016, had a difference of only 28 votes. That is incorrect. Our
2 votes for Diane Richards were tossed out. The margin was 26
votes. How many other votes for Diane Richards were tossed
out?
		
Kristi & Craig Swift
		
Hayfork
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No Deputy, No Weaverville
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Well the voters in Weaverville have
spoken again and clearly they want more of
the same- with Supervisor Judy Morris. Apparently, the folks over in Hayfork are also satisfied with their ‘openly gay’ supervisor, John
Fenley. One has to wonder though; just what
role his spouse “Jose” will be playing in all of
this. And which bathrooms will they each be
using at the Board of Supervisor’s meetings?
I don’t ever plan on running for public office
here, and because I abhor political correctness
in the first place; it just doesn’t bother me at
all to offend any of you twisted and perverted freaks who’ve come here in the past few
years. You Southern Trinity liberals are truly
a misguided and ignorant people, too. Embarrassing! One of my worst experiences here
in this county was in purchasing a solar system from a Hayfork contractor; and now this!
(So I won’t be visiting your neck of the woods
anytime soon.) What’s next down there, a gay
rodeo? Congratulations are in order though;
to Judge Michael Harper. I have never met the
honorable judge; and I hope I never do. Did
you see how many fools voted for James Underwood? (We dodged a bullet on that one,
folks.) Congrats to Bobbi Chadwick, too! She
started out here in Lewiston you know. We
hated to see her go when she discovered Hayfork and moved away. She will serve her constituents well.
We are still waiting for a deputy to be
assigned here in Lewiston; and there is still
no sign of my neighbor Art O’Keefe’s (body),
either. Someone asked me recently; “why
haven’t they found that guy yet?” The answer
is simple: No one is looking for him! Art
O’Keefe was an ‘old man’ and wasn’t going
to be spending money in Weaverville much
longer, anyway. So do you really think anyone in that town even cares? They don’t need
much of a reason in ‘ole Shangri-La’ to ignore
the needs of people in Lewiston. It’s been going on now for decades. They only come to
us for votes, juries and taxes. A few years
back a friend of mine was shot three times in
the head here in Lewiston and was missing for
months. (Weaverville didn’t look for him, either.) Deer hunters later found Jerry’s body
dumped up on Brown’s Mountain. Jerry was
a ‘good guy’ and worked for me at times as
a construction laborer. He was a hard worker and made me laugh each day; but he had
a meth problem, too. And everyone knew it.
So Weaverville didn’t consider him ‘important
enough’ to search for, either; nor did they ever
make an arrest for his murder. (And they know
who did it!) I don’t believe there was even an
investigation. (Because they really don’t care
here.) Ironic thing is...., Jerry once told me
that he always purchased his blow “in Weaverville!” Told me his dealer didn’t like Jews, (or
their allies), either. And that’s why I remember the conversation. (His dealer didn’t like
“me” - in particular.) Now that my barber has
closed down her shop there; I don’t need to go
to Weaverville anymore, at all! Convenience
shopping only... when I dump my garbage; because I do most of my spending at conservative owned businesses in Redding. And I see
a lot of Trinity County people shopping over
there now, too. Even some Tops employees in
Winco!
		
Steve Lindsay
		
Lewiston

How the TRRP Protects Fish and
Wildlife from Flows and Gravel

The TRRP is a government project and
it operates under several permits. These permits
apply to specific actions that might impact the
environment. Before the permits are issued, the
permitting and permitted agencies check to make
sure that they are consistent with other pertinent
state and federal laws, like the Endangered Species Act, California Environmental Quality Act,
etc. There are requirements to conduct environmental analyses that compare the actions (adding
gravel, releases water) to the specific behavior/
habitat use of fish and wildlife. All ESA-listed
species potentially affected by the project are
covered, as well as a variety of “special-status”
species that are in the area, and then the species
that the program is trying to recover, such as fallrun chinook salmon, whether they have any special listing status or not. After they identify the
species to analyze, they break the life cycle down
into what the species is doing at specific times
and places. Is it breeding? Is it migrating out to
sea? Is it hibernating? And where is it doing all
that? This information comes from a variety of
sources, but usually peer-reviewed journal articles and reports completed by public agencies
or graduate students. Then, the proposed action
is broken down into discrete steps, for example,
“the loader moves from the gravel pile to the riverbank”. The analyst asks the question, “Is there
any way that this specific step overlaps with the
behavior and habitat use of this species/life stage
in such a way that it would be harmful?” The
analyst then states their conclusion. If there is a
potential risk, it is evaluated and the reasons for
considering it as significant or not are listed. If
significant impacts are identified, there are measures identified to minimize or mitigate this risk
and they are included as conditions of the permit.
There is a list of measures about a mile long for
Trinity River restoration work.
Many of the species that you mentioned (beavers, deer, and rabbits) in your article about Trinity River flows were not singled out for in-depth
analyses, simply because they do not have any
special legal status that requires them to be analyzed. This is important, because there are thousands of species out there, and analyzing all of
them simultaneously would just not be realistic.
Endangered species get special emphasis because
there is a lot of force of law behind them, but they
don’t have to be the only ones analyzed. Public
input is very important in determining which species are analyzed. If you were to make a case,
in writing, for adding additional species to the
next permit application, it couldn’t be ignored.
Then, you are given the opportunity to review
the analyses and mitigation measures before the
permit is granted. If things don’t look right and
you explain why in your comment, it can’t be ignored either. Permits are very difficult to change
once they are issued, and so it’s critical for public
involvement to occur when permits are renewed
(typically every few years).
In the meantime, if you wrote up your observations in detail, state what you think should be
done about it, and provide your contact information for follow-up, I’m sure that you would get
a response through your representative on the
Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group
(TAMWG). There are also opportunities for
citizens to get directly involved in Trinity River
management at the ground level, through helping
monitor species such as foothill yellow-legged
frogs. Your TAMWG representative can provide
information about that as well. I’d also like to
thank you for your recent article on the Trinity
River flows. While I disagreed with some of the
statements and it did not reflect well on people
who are trying to do the right thing the best way
they can, it did get me to think.
		
James Lee
		
Lewiston, Ca

Glacial Ice Is Now Growing
The end of another natural phase of
“global warming” will commence this summer
with more record-breaking heat, only ‘recordbreaking’ because humans have been recording
stuff like this for a mere couple of hundred years.
The last phase of warming occurred between
1730 and 1792, with the Dalton Minimum, a low
sunspot cycle which resulted in global cooling,
following from 1793 through the 1830s. Even
NASA has recently stated that, in addition to the
solar wind being at a 50-year low, a major 206year solar sunspot minimum (solar hibernation) is
imminent, which means that the Earth will begin
cooling as early as 2017 and may even precipitate
another “mini” Ice Age since the cooling is expected to last about 30 years. The Pacific Decadal
Oscillation (PDO) has started once more. The
PDO is a major temperature cycle like ENSO, the
El Nino Southern Oscillation, which can last for
6 to 18 months and occurs every 3 to 20 years.
The PDO is on a much longer cycle which brings
cold ocean waters to the west coast, and according to Dr. Don Easterbrook of Western Washington University, the last time the PDO began
was during the 1940s which brought 30 years of
‘global cooling’.There’s more: according to a 30year Antarctic snow melt record, 1992-1993 was
the warmest year for that continent, after which
Antarctica returned to building up snow and ice.
Even the IPCC stated in 2007 that “the Antarctic
ice sheet will remain too cold for widespread surface melting and is expected to gain in mass due
to increased snowfall”. Antarctica holds 90% of
the world’s glacial ice.The Greenland glacial ice
sheet is growing in the interior faster than it is
melting at the edges, especially at the southern tip
of the island, since 1992. (Dr. Zwally et al article
in the journal Glaciology, 2005; Dr. Johannessen
et al article in the journal Science, 2005; etc.)
“The world’s mountain glacial ice began to reverse from a predominantly shrinking phase
to one of long-term growth beginning around
1998.” And “A review of the U.S. government’s
data of the status of the world’s mountain glaciers
confirms that glacial ice is now growing.” (Dark
Winter by John L. Casey, 2014)
Arctic sea ice had been in decline for nearly 20
years before anyone made a stink about it, but by
that time the Arctic sea ice was rebounding year
after year because the ice disappearance and reappearance is cyclical, with one British reporter
in 2010 stating “Arctic summer ice has increased
by 409,000 square miles, or 26%, since 2007”.
World ocean levels have been rising steadily at a
rate of 8 to 10 inches per century since the dawn
of the Holocene Era over 12,000 years ago.
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it” -- George Santayana. In
other words, ignoring and failing to learn from
history is the sign of a fool.
			
Ray Schar
			
Weaverville

OIL Change For America
How many of us have changed a cars oil?
Or heavy equipment? Then, how many people
change oil for a living? If you own and operate
a car, or 18 wheeler, you know you must change
the oil on a regular basis. And you can do it yourself, or you can have it done. Millions of people
have it done professionally. Everyday, millions
of people are standing on a hard cement floor, under one hot automobile or pick up after another,
and as the heat from the engine and gearboxes
radiates down, they work. The catalytic converters alone produce tremendous heat. They have to
stand up to do this, and must raise their hands up
on their arms over their heads many times a day.
As their hands are raised, they must pull wrenches to loosen nuts and bolts and drain plugs, and
to grease some of the zerk fittings. They have to
know far more than I can say here, filters, special
oils, gear oils, etc. Someone who does this for a
living works very hard physically and mentally.
If they own their own private business, they work
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even harder, because they have to change oil and run
a business. They have all the taxes anyone else does,
mortgage, car payments, life. They have a family to
support, and his or her own dreams for the future. The
people who work for a franchise are really not paid
enough, but they are taxed.
Now, Elizabeth Warren says that the private oil change
people do not pay enough. She says they did not put in
the roads, schools, sewers, and other infrastructure that
allows the business to operate. They don’t pay their fair
share, they have too much, it needs to be more even.
Liz, private enterprise IS responsible for, and does pay
for, the infrastructure. The government does not generate a product or durable goods, or oil change places.
Private business is the reason for the infrastructure, paid
for by the privates, not the government. Then there are
the recent regulations, [last 8 years], which choke down
the very private businesses that produce the government
paychecks of said govt regulators. The greedy govt, the
parasite, is slowly killing it’s host, the private tax payer
and entrepreneur. This is not an intelligent system. This
system does not help people, it shuts them down.
How can this be stopped? How can we shut down
the Elizabeth Warrens, Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders
parasitic form of socialist unjust government? By simply not paying taxes, and by not supporting Wall Street.
Start our patriotic system of private enterprise, using the
32 hour work week, cash on Friday, eliminating lots of
revenue to the government. Do not work any overtime.
If your employer is a patriot, they will pay you cash for
your overtime, keeping your money you earned in your
pocket! Begin local private banks and barter systems
which keep Wall street out of our pockets. In Uganda,
they developed text banking, which is driving the big
corporate banks crazy, as it is costing them billions!
Lets do it here.
Locally, we can patronize known local patriot businesses, and if we know they are pro govt and pro socialist, we tell them we will drive to Redding instead. It
appears one bad supervisor is out, now we need to rid
ourselves of the other, hopefully by filing voter fraud
charges against those who cheated on the vote count.
And there was cheating.
Lets begin our non tax non corporate banking way of
life by, when we see each other in town, or on the road,
we talk about it, and make plans to implement some of
these concepts to stop the parasites, and begin to heal
the host. The host is getting sucked dry. Ask Marie Antoinette what happens when the host has had enough.
		
Arnold Ziffle
		
Zenia

These Gun Lists Have To Go!
They are nothing but backdoor gun confiscation tools that fool the grazers.The number and variety
continue to grow. If it continues no one will be “eligible” to own a firearm and the Gestapo gun grabbers will have accomplished their task of disarmament
without having to knock on a single door.
“Arms like laws discourage and keep the invader and
the plunderer in awe, and preserve order in the world
as well as property. The balance of power is the scale
of peace. The same balance would be preserved were
all the world destitute of arms, for all would be alike;
but since some will not, others dare not lay them aside
.” —Thomas Paine (1775)
		
Semper Fidelis
		
Mark Potts - Weaverville
*Potts’opinions are his own and not those of the TCSO

Shiite Migration
The Shiites are coming! Obama is bringing
thousands of them into the United States. So who will
stop this madness? There was a time when I could
spot a Shiite in a crowd of Mexicans thru open sites
at a hundred yards. Today, of course, I need to be a
bit closer- but still, we will know when they are here.
Because our democrats in Weaverville will likely
bring them into our county; and welcome them with
open arms, too! (“‘Take me in oh tender woman’,
sighed the vicious snake.”) In the Arab world the
only man lower than a Shiite, is a Palestinian; and to
the Sunnis- a three legged camel has more value than
either one. Those of you fools who still believe that
Obama is “Christian,” then you are probably a democrat, too. Everything that he has done (or not done)
has benefitted the Shiites! Everything! The Iranians,
Assad, Hezbollah, Hamas…, all Shiites! That lying
socialist cracker in Washington is (absolutely) the
main reason that (Sunni ISIS) came into existence
in the first place. He abandoned the Sunni people in
Mesopotamia and allowed those ‘scum Shiites’ to take
over the whole place! Barak Obama is an international nightmare (a disgrace) and the whole world sees
it now. He obviously cares more about ‘sodomites’
than he does about the current “genocide” of (real
Christians) - going on right now.. while you are reading this! I thought I got away from the madness over
there years ago. But now.., these traitor democrats
here are intent on bringing Shiites to America; and
taking away our guns at the same time. Go Trump!
		
Hamid Bombsaway
		
Lewiston Projects

Cannabis Innovators set out to Map the Marijuana
genome: New information could prevent the sale of
falsely advertised bud
by: L.J. Devon, Staff Writer, Natural News

“Jackpot!” exclaimed Mowgli
Holmes, a 43-year-old geneticist with a
doctorate in microbiology and immunology from Columbia University. He had
just come across an old treasure from the
1930s, something that he could use to restore scientific knowledge regarding the
medicinal qualities of cannabis. This treasure was a huge missing piece in his quest
to bring transparency to the genome of cannabis, a collection that he could analyze and map
out to forever change how entire societies view
marijuana. When marijuana prohibition began sweeping through
America in 1937 with
the Marijuana Tax Act,
attitudes toward cannabis quickly darkened.
The plant, and all of its
eclectic uses, dropped
into the shadows, off
the grid, into obscurity. A war was slowly
waged against the plant
over the next several
decades. Cannabis hysteria spread, and all the
virtues of the plant became demonized. Bringing scientific transparency to the cannabis
marketplace: In 2013, after spending years in
HIV research, chief scientific officer of Phylos
Bioscience, Mowgli Holmes, saw an entirely
new career path unfolding right in front of him.
With Oregon only a year away from legalizing
marijuana for recreational use, Holmes saw a
new opportunity for research: studying the genome of cannabis.
“In every other academic field, you have to
find the tiniest little corner of the world to
study. It’s almost impossible to find something
nobody else has done, and immediately someone is competing with you,” he says. “Here,
we have an entire organism that there’s basically no body of knowledge on.... This doesn’t
happen in science, where you have a plant like
this that’s been cordoned off from research.”
He reiterated, “There’s a whole new industry
exploding all around it.”
By mapping out the genome of cannabis, he
could take cannabis out of the shadows and
validate all the cannabis product claims currently circulating. By comparing and differentiating between different strains of bud, the
entire cannabis underworld would come out
of the dark and into the light of transparency,
validating current medicinal claims, while also
preventing the sale of falsely advertised buds.
Since cannabis is vilified and outlawed, it’s
produced in the dark, with no transparency or
oversight governing the medicinal quality of
the strains produced. Recreational consumers
and medical patients buy up cannabis products by simply just trusting the supplier. Many
products contain catchy labels that are oftentimes misleading.
Thousands of cannabis strains preserved, their
DNA mapped out for future growing specialties: The treasure Holmes discovered had belonged to a legend of the cannabis movement,
Ohio lawyer Don Wirtshafter. They met at the
Marijuana Business Conference and Expo in
Las Vegas in 2014. The treasure is a 1930s collection of cannabis tinctures, representing various ancient strains. Wirtshafter obtained the

collection from the wife of a former federal employee who defied
cannabis prohibition through the
years. With this collection, Holmes could study various strains of
U.S. cannabis DNA from before
prohibition, to compare it with his
ever-increasing database of world
cannabis strains. The differentiations he could make would be
vital for public knowledge, to bring clarity
to the entire marijuana market – from growers, to dispensers, to product manufacturers. At
this point, Holmes has collected nearly 2,000
specimens from around the world. Working at
their own Oregon
Health and Science
University, Holmes
and ten other colleagues search for
different cannabis
strains throughout
the world, mostly
through word-ofmouth
treasure
hunts.
By entering the cannabis genome information
into his software program and organizing the
DNA into clusters, Holmes is able to get a visual representation of how the different strains
relate to one another. The most valuable samples have come from museums and collectors
from Colombia, Afghanistan, India and Thailand. He is currently trying to gain access to
a 2,700-year-old strain from Northern China.
One of Holmes’ future goals is to work with
growers to create new strains that have specific traits. He also looks forward to mapping
the history of human travels by studying the
migration of cannabis through history. As the
world’s cannabis genome is mapped out, buyers and patients will be able to find the strain
that is best suited for them. This will bring
extraordinary scientific clarity to the growing
cannabis marketplace.
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Humus! By Gail Gooding

What is humus, and why should I worry about
it? Humus is end-stage decomposition of plants. When
you build your compost heap, the rotten stuff left behind
when the pile cools is compost – it contains humus. This
humus acts like a sponge in your garden. One quart of
humus can hold 6 quarts of water in the soil, making
your garden better able to withstand a drought. Humus
feeds earthworms, so do dead roots and decaying mulch.
Earthworms bring up minerals from the subsoil, which
they leave for you in their castings, and aerate your soil
which is good for your crops. Plants form symbiotic relationships with primitive fungi, feeding them in return
for the fungi passing minerals through the surface of the
root hairs. Gardeners who use pesticides and chemical
fertilizers kill their earthworms, along with other soil organisms, actinomycetes, fungi and soil bacteria. There
are no worms to bring up subsoil minerals so the soil
has less to offer the plants. The chemicals applied to the
land leach into the water table and are carried away to
pollute streams and rivers. The plants never use all of
it, some always leaches away. The sterile, unwelcoming
soil begins to look like a desert. Once the soil life is dead
and the soil is sterile, it doesn’t hold water any more.
The soil particles pack ever more tightly together and
air is unable to reach the roots of your plants. Rain cannot soak into the hard-packed soil so it runs off over the
surface, creating erosion gulleys. It is possible that we
are witnessing the desertification of the American southwest. Writers from the early days of settlement tell us of
thick grass reaching as high as the stirrup on the horse
he was riding. Overgrazing and application of chemicals
is destroying this brittle landscape. Running the surface
water away to Los Angeles and pumping up groundwater for irrigation makes everything much worse much
faster. Typically ground water contains minerals, which
remain in the soil and do not evaporate. Drive along the
I-5 some time through the San Joaquin valley. Vast fields
resembling salt pans stretch as far as the eye can see.
During the last four years of drought, the surface of the
land has dropped by as much as a foot in places because
so much water was pumped out. The aquifer underneath
these places will never again hold as much water as before the drought. This land that once was miles of grassland, supporting herds of pronghorn antelope, Tule elk,
wolves, bears and mountain lions (among other wildlife),
is now becoming a sterile salt flat. There are areas in
Arizona and New Mexico where the mineral content in
the soil is now so high that nothing will grow. The farmers have had to abandon these fields and go elsewhere.
The book, ‘Cadillac Desert’, describes how greed and
power drove public policy and the water politics of the
American west. So dig some humus into your garden,
and do your part to preserve your topsoil and make your
earthworms happy!
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James Randall Taft
On May 21, James Randall Taft left this life and is present with the Lord. He died suddenly, in
the blink of an eye, at the family cabin in Coffee Creek.
Jim was born July 15, 1941 in a doctor’s office in Gilroy, CA. His parents, Elmer Henry and
Viva Faye Taft took him home to their place on Crazy Horse Road in Prunedale. He attended
Prunedale School, Washington Middle School and graduated from Salinas High in 1959. He
attended Hartnell College; worked early jobs in the produce industry, then joined the US Postal
Service as a letter carrier working in Salinas for the next 34 years. His brother Robert still
lives in Salinas. He married Sharon Lochran and they had three children, Vernon Henry, Julie
Faye, and Michelle Lynn. During their growing up years they were very involved with school.
Enough so that Jim worked with a group in Prunedale to “go for” a high school for north Monterey County. The bond measure to build the school passed by 79.2% and Jim served many
years on the new District School Board. Many, many hours were spent with the band boosters
and other support groups. At work, Jim was a leader in the National Association of Letter Carriers local, serving first as shop steward and later as President. He stayed active in the union
until his retirement. His patrons were very sad to say goodbye to his love and care over many
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
years. The Salinas Californian newspaper wrote in an article about him at 27 years service “he
Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
estimates that he’s walked about 50,000 miles. ‘My feet get tired sometimes, but they’re still
by faith in the Son of God,
holding up’ he says with a grin. ‘And I really like what I do. You’re out in the fresh air most of
who
loved
me
and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20
the time.’” His patrons loved him. As he said, “I just try to give all the people on my route the
service I think they deserve.” Jim and Angenett met at Cypress Community Church in 1991,
married there June 27, 1992. When they married, he took into his heart Angenett’s three children Nick Twight, Jessica Twight Coffin and Cedric Twight. Here in
Hayfork, Jim was an active member of Solid Rock Christian Fellowship and Hayfork Volunteer Fire Department, serving as Captain since 2007. Jim served on the
Roderick Senior Center Board, he was a trustee on the Mountain Valley School District Board, and served on the Trinity Teen Challenge Development Committee.
The rest of the time he spent putting in an orchard of hazelnut trees, apple and pear trees, peach trees planted from seeds of a heritage tree in Trinity Center, cherry
trees, green gage plum and blueberries. He loved to fly fish – had just purchased his license for this year and could hardly wait to go to Hat Creek a decades long
desire. If you wish to give a gift in his memory, he would offer Trinity Teen Challenge, c/o Irl Everest, PO Box 2455, Weaverville, CA 96093.

The American flag in the White House Logo was
replaced with the traditional white flag indicating
surrender to the enemy.

the traditional white flag indicating surrender to the enemy. In the above photo on
the left you see what the logo looked like when Obama became president, and on the
right what he had it changed to. Back in 2009, Obama and his team invited nascent

By Geoffrey Grider

O

f all the theories that have been floated about
the Muslim-raised Barack Hussein Obama
- not born in America, a Muslim, a Socialist,
a homosexual - there is one that remains and is
amazingly easy to prove. Barack Obama is not a
patriot and has very little love for America, if any
at all. Why do we say that? Just look at one of
the very first things he authorized upon becoming
president. He had the official White House logo
redesigned to remove the stars and stripes in an
its place put the white flag of surrender. The old
White House logo, pre-Obama, had a very distinct
red, white and blue stars and stripes American flag
at the top of the White House. This goes back to
the time of Ronald Reagan. But when Obama got
elected and took over the White House in 2009, he authorized a rebranding of the official logo. That’s where the American flag was replaced with

ad agency Hello Monday to submit a new design for the logo. By the time they were
done with it, numerous conspiracy theories abounded. not the least of which involved
changing the White House arches into Egyptian pyramids.

Law Enforcement Sources: Gun Used in Paris
Terrorist Attacks Came from Phoenix

O

ne of the guns used in the November 13, 2015 Paris
terrorist attacks came from Phoenix, Arizona where
the Obama administration allowed criminals to buy thousands of weapons illegally in a deadly and futile “gunwalking” operation known as “Fast and Furious.”
A Report of Investigation (ROI) filed by a case agent
in the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives (ATF) tracked the gun used in the Paris attacks to
a Phoenix gun owner who sold it illegally, “off book,”
Judicial Watch’s law enforcement sources confirm. Federal agents tracing the firearm also found the Phoenix
gun owner to be in possession of an unregistered fully
automatic weapon, according to law enforcement officials with firsthand knowledge of the investigation.
The investigative follow up of the Paris weapon consisted of tracking a paper trail using a 4473 form, which
documents a gun’s ownership history by, among other
things, using serial numbers. The Phoenix gun owner
that the weapon was traced back to was found to have
at least two federal firearms violations—for selling one
weapon illegally and possessing an unregistered automatic—but no enforcement or prosecutorial action was
taken against the individual. Instead, ATF leaders went
out of their way to keep the information under the radar and ensure that the gun owner’s identity was “kept
quiet,” according to law enforcement sources involved
with the case. “Agents were told, in the process of taking the fully auto, not to anger the seller to prevent him
from going public,” a veteran law enforcement official
told Judicial Watch.
It’s not clear if the agency, which is responsible for
cracking down on the illegal use and trafficking of firearms, did this because the individual was involved in the
Fast and Furious gun-running scheme. An ATF spokesman, Corey Ray, at the agency’s Washington D.C. headquarters told Judicial Watch that “no firearms used in
the Paris attacks have been traced” by the agency. When
asked about the ROI report linking the weapon used in
Paris to Phoenix, Ray said “I’m not familiar with the report you’re referencing.” Judicial Watch also tried contacting the Phoenix ATF office, but multiple calls were
not returned.
The ATF ran the Fast and Furious experiment and actually allowed criminals, “straw purchasers,” working
for Mexican drug cartels to buy weapons at federally licensed firearms dealers in Phoenix and allowed the guns
to be “walked”—possessed without any knowledge of
their whereabouts. The government lost track of most of
the weapons and many have been used to murder hundreds of innocent people as well as a U.S. Border Patrol
agent, Brian Terry, in Arizona. A mainstream newspaper
reported that a Muslim terrorist who planned to murder
attendees of a Muhammad cartoon contest in Garland,
Texas last year bought a 9-millimeter pistol at a Phoenix
gun shop that participated in the ATF’s Fast and Furious program despite drug and assault charges that should
have raised red flags. Judicial Watch has thoroughly investigated Fast and Furious and has sued the Obama administration for information about the once-secret operation. Read more at Judicial Watch.com

This U.N. Official
Accidentally Crushed
His Own Throat Right
Before He Was Set To
Testify Against Hillary
Clinton
by Mac Slavo

Call it conspiracy theory, coincidence or just bad luck, but any time
someone is in a position to bring down
Hillary Clinton by testifying they wind
up dead. In fact, there’s a long history of
Clinton-related body counts, with scores
of people dying under mysterious circumstances.
Perhaps the most notable is Vince Foster. Foster was a partner at Clinton’s law
firm and knew the inner workings of the
Clinton Machine. Police ruled that death
a suicide, though it is often noted that
Foster may have been suicided.
Now, another official has found
himself on the wrong end of the Clintons. That John Ashe was a former President of the United Nations General Assembly highlights the fact that no one
is safe once in their sights. And as you
might have guessed, there are major inconsistencies with Ashe’s death. It was
not only conveniently timed because
Ashe died just a few days before being
set to testify against Clinton in a corruption case, but official reports indicated he
died of a heart attack. The problem, however, is that police on the scene reported
Ashe died when his throat was crushed
during a work-out accident.
It must be coincidence, right? If
former Secret Service agent Gary Byrne
is to be believed, this is business as usual for the Clintons. Byrne is the author
of the newly published book Crisis Of
Character – a first-hand Clinton exposé.
Editor’s Note: Sheer coincidence

Former CalPERS CEO
Took Huge Bribes
continued from pg 1

Villalobos gave him shoe boxes and bags
full of cash, totaling about $200,000 to help
pay for his 2006 divorce. Then, a year later,
Villalobos paid for Buenrostro’s lavish Lake
Tahoe wedding. Besides providing variety
of first-class airline tickets and other luxury
travel perks to Buenrostro, Villalobos also
provided gambling casino chips to Buenrostro’s wife and a number of still unidentified ex-CalPERS board members. After he
left CalPERS in 2008, Buenrostro was hired
by Villalobos’ firm in a job in which he “did
little work,” according to his pre-sentencing report, but was paid $25,000 a month.
Buenrostro begged the Judge Breyer for
mercy at his sentencing hearing, claiming
he was “humiliated, embarrassed and deeply
ashamed of my actions.” An investigation
of CalPERS investments began after the
disastrous performance of highly leveraged
private equity firms following the collapse
of Lehman Brothers in late 2008. Forensic
examiners found that Buenrostro had shaken
down Villalobos to pay him $50,000 in cash
to refuse to testify in an SEC investigation
regarding widespread bribery associated
with CalPERS’ investments. Villalobos was
reported to have seen bribes as a cost of
doing business, allegedly collecting $50 million in bribes, salary and commissions while
serving as a “placement agent” for CalPERS
investment deals.
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Property Taxes to Increase by
13 Percent in Coming Year
By Jon Coupal

In Chicago, escalating property taxes are
headline news. With the average property tax bill
due to go up by 13 percent – and more increases
in subsequent years virtually guaranteed – home
ownership in the Windy City is in deep peril. No
one seems happy except the moving companies.
This drastic tax increase is the result of bad decisions by corrupt officials who have caved to city
employee pension demands that are unsustainable
without massive borrowing. And that borrowing
will be paid for by massive property tax hikes. But
if homeowners are considering fleeing exorbitant
taxation, they may have to travel a good distance.
Illinois residents, even without the Chicago pension
tax, are already paying the highest effective property tax rate in the nation at 2.67 percent, according
to a recent study by CoreLogic, an Irvine, California-based provider of data to the financial and real
estate industries. Nationally, the study shows the
median property tax rate is 1.31 percent of value. In
addition to Illinois, states with median property tax
rates of greater than 2 percent include New York,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Texas (which some
may find surprising considering its reputation as a
low tax state), Connecticut and Pennsylvania. On
the low end is Hawaii at 0.31 percent. California, at
1.12 percent, ranks 30th compared to other states.
Tax seeking politicians and their special interest
allies will likely consider this a failure. After all,
thanks to them, California has the highest state
sales tax, highest marginal income tax rates and,
due to carbon charges, the highest gas levies in the
nation. “Why shouldn’t we be number one in every
tax category?” they are, no doubt, asking themselves.
California property tax rates are reasonable
for one reason and one reason only – Proposition
13. Arguably the most famous of all initiatives in
the history of the United States, Prop. 13 was the
brainchild of the late Howard Jarvis. He led the
effort to put the tax limiting measure on the ballot
where it was approved by nearly two-thirds of California voters in 1978. By limiting annual property
tax hikes to two percent per year, it made tax bills
moderate and predictable. Still, California property
taxes are not low. Because of high property values,
the median priced home now costs nearly $519,000
according to the California Association of Realtors.
Thus, while our effective tax rate ranks 30th of the
50 states, when measuring property tax revenues
per capita, we rank 14th. This belies government
complaints that California is starved for property
tax revenues. Proposition 13 protections should not
be taken for granted. Consider the cities of Stockton, Vallejo and San Bernardino which were driven
into bankruptcy by officials who, like Chicago’s
aldermen and mayor, agreed to inflated and unsustainable pension benefits for government workers. The difference is that Proposition 13’s tax
limiting provisions prevent California cities and
counties from arbitrarily increasing property
taxes. At least for now.
Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
California’s largest grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
protection of Proposition 13 & the advancement of taxpayers’ rights

Pagliano Pleads Fifth 125 Times
Continued from pg 1

din, Clinton’s Deputy Chief of Staff and a senior advisor
throughout Clinton’s four years as Secretary of State and
who also had an email account on the clintonemail.com
system. Kennedy testified that the significance did not
“register” with him that Clinton was using a non-state.
gov email account even though he communicated with
her by email; and though he is under secretary for management of three of the four offices charged with ensuring
State Department policies practices and procedures.

Beware the Shill!
Richard Staunton

A

t the Fair, you may come across an apologist from Monsanto who
will try to convince you there is nothing wrong with GMO food.
Why would Monsanto go to so much trouble and expense? Trinity
County has a code in place stating it is illegal to grow GMO crops
within the county. Monsanto would like to grow GMO medical
marijuana in this county. Their tactics appear to be to lie to the citizens about GMO food to persuade people the food is safe. It isn’t. Here
are the top ten myths Monsanto wants you to believe.
Myth 1: GMO is just an extension of natural plant breeding techniques,
like seed selection and hybridization. False. In fact, GMO techniques
produce plants that could never exist in nature. GMO techniques allow
DNA from an insect, a bacteria, another plant or an animal to be inserted into a plant. A tomato can have genes from a pig inserted into it.
I’ve never gone out into my garden and seen a pig getting it on with my
tomatoes. It would be pretty odd, to be sure. And what about people on
strict Halal or Kosher diets? Monsanto doesn’t want people to know
the food is GMO, so Monsanto is violating their religious liberties.
Myth 2: GMO crops will result in less pesticide use. False. Glyphosate
used to be used sparingly, as it would kill any plant it touched. With
the introduction of ‘Roundup Ready’ crops, use of glyphosate has actually increased. As weeds developed resistance to glyphosate, more
and more of this poison is required to achieve the desired result. Since
1996, used of glyphosate has increased by 15 times as much poison
being sprayed on food. Additionally, glyphosate is used to kill above
ground leaves on crops like potatoes and sugar cane, to make it easier
to harvest.
Myth 3: Labeling GMO foods would increase the price of food and
cost consumers a lot of money. False. Food labels are changed frequently by manufacturers without any increase in price. Campbell
Soup recently took the step of labeling food and nothing happened.
Myth 4: GMO foods have been thoroughly studied and are safe for
human consumption. False. Monsanto ran their own studies – 2 month
feeding studies on adult rats. Monsanto will sue any researcher who
uses their GMO seed to conduct research. A French scientist actually
did do a lifetime feeding study on rats. The rats developed tumors. His
work was published in a single peer-reviewed journal that yanked it
when Monsanto intervened. GMO food is illegal in Japan. The Japanese Foreign Minister has been heard to say that they are watching the
American children, just as if the population of the United States is a
lifetime feeding study.
Myth 5: Food Manufacturers have a choice about whether or not to
use GMO foods. Maybe. But without labeling, consumers have very
little choice. Also, 98% of all corn and all soybeans grown in the US is
GMO. That doesn’t leave consumers much of a choice, does it?
Myth 6: Labeling would be misleading and confusing to consumers.
False. Polling shows, depending on who did the polling, 63-89% of
consumers want GMO food to be labeled. Processed food already has
complicated labeling. How confusing is it to say ‘GMO ingredients
used in this food’?
Myth 7: Special interest groups not involved in food production are
the ones pushing for labeling of GMO food products. False. Monsanto
is the special interest group in the argument. Monsanto’s lawyers and
corporate officers hold high-level posts in the FDA and the USDA.
They are promoting Monsanto’s agenda, not representing the taxpayers who pay their salary. FDA and USDA officials who promote Monsanto’s agenda are rewarded with well-paid jobs in Monsanto’s hierarchy when they leave the government (taxpayer’s) employment.
Myth 8: GMO food is essential to feed the world’s growing population. False. 90% of GMO corn and soybeans are fed to livestock,
not people. Herbivores in nature never eat grain – they eat forages.
Feeding grain to herbivores is driven by the factory-farm concentration-camp model of treating animals as though they are widgets on
an assembly line. Traditional farming methods used in China produce
NINE TIMES as many calories per acre than factory farming methods used to produce GMO crops. Anyone concerned about feeding
the world would be better served studying the Asian cultures, some of
whom have been farming the same land for 5,000 years without soil
erosion or loss of fertility.
Myth 9: It is now impossible to avoid GMO food. False. Organic
foods do not use GMO ingredients.
Myth 10: There is no difference in the nutrition of GMO foods when
compared to conventionally grown crops. False. The GMO plants can
survive the application of glyphosate, but they don’t get to keep all
the minerals they need – the glyphosate hangs on to those minerals
and the fruit or vegetable produced doesn’t have the same nutritional
level of an organically-grown crop. In addition, 15 years before it
was patented as an herbicide, it was patented as a chelating agent.
Chelating agents are used to remove toxic heavy metals from your
body, like lead, mercury and thallium. This is the way it kills plants.
It binds chemically to the minerals that the plant needs for its life processes, and then the plant dies. Chelation therapy is done is a hospital,
with frequent blood tests done to track the health of the patient. The
glyphosate in GMO foods is inside the food and cannot be washed
off. Does your doctor think you need chelation therapy?
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U.S. Spends More on Medical Care for Inmates than
Seniors, Veterans, Military Personnel

Washington - Judicial Watch
President Obama has repeatedly demonstrated that there’s an extra special place in
his heart for incarcerated criminals, but this is a bit much. The administration spends a lot
more money on the medical care of jailed convicts than retired seniors on Medicare,
active U.S. military personnel or veterans, including an extra $100 million in one year
alone, according to a federal audit released this month.
The Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) consistently pays outside doctors and hospitals more to treat inmates than Medicare or other federal agencies would pay for the same
services, according to the report which is the result of a Department of Justice (DOJ) Inspector General investigation. “We found that the BOP is the only federal agency that pays
for medical care that is not covered under a statute or regulation under which the government sets the agency’s reimbursement rates, usually at the Medicare rate,” the report states.
“Instead, the BOP solicits and awards a comprehensive medical services contract for each
BOP institution to obtain outside medical services.”
This means the BOP negotiates its own rates for medical services, which is outrageous and ends up costing American taxpayers tens of millions of dollars annually. Without
the cost regulations that apply to all other federal agencies, the BOP pays a premium above
applicable Medicare rates for medical care. In fiscal year 2014, for instance, the BOP spent
at least $100 million more for medical care than it would have if it had paid Medicare rates.
Other law enforcement agencies, including those within the DOJ like the U.S. Marshals
Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), stay within the Medicare rates to
provide outside medical services for individuals in their custody. So does the Department of
Defense (DOD), the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Indian Health Service to
treat members of the military and their dependents, veterans and Native Americans.
In many cases the same medical providers that work for other federal agencies,
charge the BOP a premium above the Medicare rate when treating inmates, the DOJ watchdog reveals. From fiscal year 2010 to 2014, BOP spending for outside medical services
increased 24%, from $263 million to $327 million and the figure is only going to increase.
“Medical spending constitutes a significant and increasing portion” of the BOP’s budget, the
IG found. Specifically, the agency spent $905 million of its $6.2 billion budget on inmate
medical care in one year alone, according to the figures provided in the report. This includes
salaried BOP medical staff, prescription drugs, medical supplies and outside providers.
In all, the agency purchases outside medical care at inflated rates for more than
170,000 inmates nationwide at a cost of more than $300 million annually. The contracts
have reimbursement rates at least 15% above the Medicare benchmark rate, the report says.
The BOP claims its medical needs are more complex than other agencies because it provides chronic care for numerous inmates. Because medical providers have the choice not
to treat inmates, the agency claims that it must pay extra. That still doesn’t explain why the
government spends more money on the medical care of incarcerated criminals than active
military personnel, veterans or senior citizens. Just because this information is out in the
open doesn’t necessarily mean anything will happen to correct the problem, which is par for
the course in government. The agency watchdog suggests convening a “working group” to
find ways for the BOP to manage its medical costs and recommends that the agency improve the collection and analysis of data for inmate medical care. This will buy time, but it’s
unlikely to result in any concrete action to cut the waste.
In the meantime federal inmates will continue to receive special treatment as long
as Obama lives in the White House. Obama is the first sitting president to visit a federal
prison and meet with inmates as part of his criminal justice reform movement. In 2010 the
commander-in-chief proudly signed a law that, for the first time in decades, relaxed drugcrime sentences he claimed discriminated against minority offenders. Last year the administration released thousands of drug convicts from federal prisons around the country whose
sentences were too long. In the aftermath of that mass release, the administration has spent
huge amounts of taxpayer funds to help the prematurely discharged convicts reintegrate into
society. This includes housing and job programs.

U.S. House Passes Legislation Including
LaMalfa Water Supply Provisions

Washington, DC – Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) supported an amendment to include the entirety of the House’s California drought relief bill (HR 2898) in a Senate bill, forcing any
House-Senate conference committee on the Senate measure to consider the drought bill. The
amendment, which passed on a 241-178 vote and sends the bill back to the Senate, includes
both short- and long-term reforms to protect and enhance North State water rights, fast-track
Sites Reservoir, and improve water management during winter storms to retain as much water
as possible. “This measure contains the strongest possible protections for Northern California’s water rights, accelerates storage projects like Sites Reservoir, and ensures that more
water is stored during winter storms, when flows are highest,” said LaMalfa. “Passing this
today ensures that it is considered in a conference committee and that our Senators can no
longer refuse to take action on a crisis that threatens our state’s economy.”The vote was only
the latest in California Republican efforts to
address California’s water supply issues. While
California Republicans in the House have repeatedly sent legislation to the Senate, California’s Senators have refused to consider the proposals and failed to pass their own. Including
the language in a measure the Senate strongly
supports ensures that California’s senators are
forced to consider it.
Congressman Doug LaMalfa is a lifelong
farmer representing California’s First Congressional District, including Butte, Glenn, Lassen,
Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra,
Siskiyou and Tehama Counties.
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Hmong Veterans Honored at State Capitol

Credit: Hmong Daily News

M

ay 14th has been designated by the U.S. Congress as Hmong-Lao Appreciation Day.
Although the Vietnam War remains a deep wound for veterans imagine how it was
to be a veteran of a “secret war”. The Hmong were recruited to fight within several secret
campaigns in Laos. Though many U.S. veterans may still question why they were ever
sent to Vietnam, the Hmong fully undserstand why they chose to help. They fought against
communism and the horrors it brings: hunger, torture and death. Stephen Magagnini of the
Sacramento Bee reported on the ceremony mid May at the California State Capitol Building
in Sacrammento honoring the surviving Hmong veterans of the CIA’s Secret War in Laos.
They received medals for their service. An estimated 35,000 Hmong soldiers died battling
the Pathet Lao and the Vietnamese regular army during the Vietnam War and the Secret War
in Laos. An estimated 6,000 survive, and there have been efforts in Congress to get them
veterans benefits and have them buried in U.S. military cemeteries. There are an estimated
27,000 Hmong refugees and their children in Sacramento and another 40,000 in the Fresno
area. The event was hosted by Elk Grove Vice Mayor Steve Ly, himself a survivor of the conflict. The former school board member fought for the inclusion of the
Secret War in secondary education. The Elk Grove Unified School District has created a blog with oral histories from participants in the war at http://blogs.egusd.
net/tor/interviews/vietnam-war/ ... Ly was joined by state Assemblyman Jim Cooper and several U.S. veterans who served with the Hmong guerrillas, who fought
for 15 years at a salary of $1.50 or $2 per month. On June 11th, hundreds gathered at the Minnesota
state Capitol for the dedication of a memorial to U.S. and Alliance Special Forces in Laos. The newly
installed 10-foot tall bronze monument was inspired by survivors of the “Secret War” in the southeast
Asian country, from 1961 and 1975. The Hmong fighters became known as the Special Guerilla Unit.
After the U.S. pulled out of Laos and Vietnam, tens of thousands fled and lived in refugee camps in
Thailand, eventually re-settling in the U.S. An estimated 66,000 Hmong live in Minnesota.
The Wausau Daily Herald (Wisconsin) reported on one of many events that are held across the
country: May 14, 1975, is especially significant to Hmong veterans who fought under Vang Pao,
because that is the day the general left Laos in the wake of the American pull out of Vietnam. Gen.
Vang Pao temporarily lived in Thailand after the war, then relocated, along with thousands of Hmong
refugees, in America. A feature by Time Life tells of how General Vang Pao was among the 100,000
or so Hmong who eventually made it to the U.S., where they were “resettled,” primarily in California,
Minnesota and Wisconsin. But America’s erstwhile allies were not welcomed as heroes — far from
it. The government did not officially acknowledge Hmong fighters until 1997. That year, Washington
recognized their heroism with a small copper plaque. Vang Pao and some 3,000 veterans attended
the ceremony. Xiong, 58, who was a captain in Vang Pao’s army, said the date, May 14th, holds a bittersweet memory for most Hmong veterans. It marked the end
of most of their lives in their original homeland; but it also was the starting point of new lives in America. “It’s very serious, very important,” Xiong said. “It’s like
April 30 (the last day of the Vietnam War) is to Vietnam veterans.” Vang Pao’s fighters were backed by the CIA in Laos in the so-called Secret War while Americans
fought in Vietnam. They had several missions, including guarding secret American radar installations, rescuing downed American pilots and disrupting the flow of
North Vietnamese supplies along the Ho Chi Minh trail. Disruption of the supply route by the Hmong is estimated to have saved the lives of many hundreds of thousands of American soldiers. Their war was called The Secret War. And today, most Americans don’t know how hard and bravely the Hmong fought, said Dave Zien,
a U.S. Marine veteran who served in Vietnam. The former state representative and senator was one of 11 people who spoke at the
event. Zien talked about how in 1993, Hmong fighters were honored at the Cadott Veterans Tribute. “You fought and saved countless American lives, and it cost you your homeland,” Zien said. “God bless you.” The Hmong soldiers fought “for the greater good
of the human race. ... We sleep peacefully at night because of you,” said Somsak Xiong of Wausau, a sergeant in the National Guard
who has served in Iraq. He’s also the son of Nao Shuoa Xiong of Wausau, the president of the Wisconsin Lao Veterans of America
who fought for years with Vang Pao. “We must not forget that legacy, and we need to take advantage of the freedom.” Xeev Zeng
Xiong, 40, of Milwaukee, a distant relative of Somsak Xiong, spoke about how the sacrifices the Hmong soldiers made were not
in vain. “All of you represent the key to opening the door to America and a new life,” Xiong said. “You are the key to our success.
... The depths of your commitment cannot be measured.” Xiong retired from the U.S. Navy in 2014 after serving for 20 years. He
joined the service, in part, to honor his father, Nou Chu Xiong, 70, who began fighting under Vang Pao when he was 12.
PBS World aired “Operation Popcorn,” a documentary about the 10 Hmong veterans – including legendary general Vang Pao and
retired U.S. veteran Harrison Jack – charged with plotting to overthrow the communist government of Laos. All but one were exonerated, but they continued to advocate for several thousand Hmong guerillas thought to be hiding in the jungles of Laos from
Lao communist troops. The film – much of which takes place in northern California – can be found at http://worldchannel.org/programs/episode/arf-s4-e415-operation-popcorn/ Seven years in the making, the film sheds light on the fragile relationships between J Dominis / Time Life Pictures
For Vang Pao’s (pictured above)
individuals and the American surveillance state.

15-year fight against Southeast
Asia’s communists, former CIA
chief William Colby once called
him “the biggest hero of the
Vietnam War.” He was born in
the Laotian jungle in 1929 and
died Jan. 6 in suburban Clovis,
Calif --- Time Life 2011
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Breakfast Fundraiser
Every 3rd Saturday
8 - 11 am
Eggs, bacon, biscuits
& gravy, pancakes
orange juice, toast &
coffee served to order!
NOW RECRUITING
VETERANS TO JOIN!
VFW VETS MEET
6PM 2nd TUES of month

