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Whose voices do you look forward to hearing when you come to worship on Sunday? I’m privileged to bring a
sermon each week – that’s part of my job, and I’m glad that mine is one of the voices that you hear. But just
one!
I love to listen to the choir. We will all be grateful when we have an accompanist again, but their a capella
singing enhances our worship so very much. And I am thankful for those who serve as lay readers each week.
(Side note: you are welcome to add your voice to either group!)
We hear from others as they make announcements about ways to get involved, about events like the
upcoming Lenten Bible study, or to say ‘welcome back’ or ‘happy birthday’ to someone special. And even
more people share concerns and joys so that we can pray together, and so we can pray for each other.
All our voices are lifted together in singing and the prayer of confession. And more and more grown-up voices
are joining the children as they pray with me just before they head off to Sunday school.
Which brings me to the children. I love our time together each Sunday! As I plan my lesson, I prepare questions
for them, and I anticipate how they’ll respond. But their answers are always so much better! They have
learned so much already about God’s love for them because of the way you have nurtured and loved them.
And they tell me so!
I’m grateful for all our voices and all the ways we can use them to praise God and to encourage each other.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Lisa

MPC Sends Commissioners to Presbytery Meeting
Our church is one of 101 congregations in the Presbytery of the James, which holds stated meetings three
times each year. For the most recent meeting on February 15, held at Westminster Church in Charlottesville,
our commissioners (elected by our Session to attend and vote at the meeting) were elders Kim Barnes and
Rives Wetsel. Pastor Lisa was there as well, since ministers are members of the Presbytery instead of a
congregation.
The meeting began with hymns and prayers for worship and a Christian
Education presentation. A new moderator and vice moderator, Leigh Ann Ring
and Rev. Patrick Dennis, were installed. The 2020 budget was passed, after
having been received at the October POJ meeting; the budget shows a deficit,
but it was noted that the past few years’ results were better than projected due
to higher income and lower expenses than had been budgeted.
Among the reports Stated Clerk and moderators for POJ committees and teams
presented, we heard updates from:
Camp Hanover, where an emergency access road and a wheelchair-friendly
path to the lake are nearing completion
Voices of Jubilee, a new worshipping community involving worship services, a
gospel choir, and mentoring programs at the Bon Air Juvenile Correctional Center
the Self Development of Peoples team, who presented a $7000 donation to men from the Virginia League
for Safer Streets
the POJ Strategic Planning Team, whose presentation on the ‘layers’ of mission statement, organizational
structure, and goals featured the construction of a cake that was served during lunch
In the afternoon, commissioners heard two candidates for ministry preach sermons and respond to
examination questions as a final step towards ordination. Both candidates, Ashley Diaz Mejias (Voices of
Jubilee) and Matthew Messenger (Mechanicsville Church) were approved.
The next stated meeting of the Presbytery will be on June 16, 2020 at Salisbury Church in Midlothian.

Care and Support Team
Do you know of someone in our church family who needs some care or support – maybe a meal,
transportation for a doctor’s appointment, or just a visit or card?
Or do you have a need, but haven’t been sure how to let someone know?
Our Team, and Pastor Lisa, are ready, willing, and able to respond to one-time as well as ongoing situations,
and to reach out to folks in need. Please contact Carol Johnson in the church office (540) 948-6972, Mary
Linda McLearen (540)672-4998) or Pastor Lisa (804)874-2098 to let us know.
And – we are also looking for people who would be willing to help. Could you prepare a meal, or deliver one?
Would you be willing to visit someone, or give them a call? Or how about sending cards? Let Mary Linda
know. Together, we care and support one another. Thank you!
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Session Highlights
During the February 11 stated Session meeting,
Susan Strahan was elected Clerk. New Session liaison assignments are as follows:
Building & Grounds: John Quinley
Fellowship:
Pattie Rees
Worship:
Susan Strahan
Witness / Mission: John Quinley
Treasurer’s Report:
Income
Expenses

YTD ACTUAL
$12,347
$ 9,590

YTD BUDGET
$ 7,588
$12,572

Team Updates:
The Worship and Christian Education teams are planning events and activities for Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter.
The 2020 Stewardship theme is “Grateful and Generous Hearts.” The annual stewardship picnic is
scheduled for May 17.
Other business:
The Spring Retreat for the Session will be held on Saturday, March 26.
The Session approved plans for the formation of a team who will work to update rolls, contact
information, team rosters, and the church directory and to put processes in place to ensure
records are consistent and updated. Sue Strahan, Pattie Rees, and Rives Wetsel will work in
conjunction with Pastor Lisa and Carol Johnson.
The Session and Pastor Lisa discussed a general timeline for this interim year. A Transition Team,
comprised of elders and members of the congregation, will be formed to help plan and carry
out activities including a survey and ‘town hall’ meetings and special events. This structure will
guide the vision to equip the Pastor Nominating Committee which will form by late summer.
Next Stated Session Meeting: March 10, 2020

March Foods of the Month
Families Canned vegetables and fruit, soup, rice, dried
beans, hot and cold cereals, packages of macaroni and
cheese, crackers.
Please bring in your donations and place them in the container
provided in the Narthex. Donations are then given to Madison
Social Services for distribution to those in Need.
Thank you!
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Lenten Bible Study
Wednesdays, Beginning March 4
7:00 pm
in the Tack Room
The PC(USA)’s Office of Mission’s Lenten devotional guide, “Becoming a Beloved Community: A Matthew 25 journey to
the cross” contains forty days of readings, each with a brief scripture reading, short meditation, and prayer. If you receive
Presbyterians Today magazine through the church, you have the full guide already! If you are interested in taking on a daily
devotional practice this year during Lent, but don’t have the guide, we have a small number of booklets available.
This devotional guide will also be used for our evening Lenten Bible study, which will be held on Wednesday nights from
March 4 through April 1. We will meet each week at
7:00 pm in the Tack Room and have discussion and
prayer time focused on the week’s readings.
For more information, contact Pastor Lisa in the
church office, at (804)874-2098, or at
pastorlisa@madisonpresbyterian.com.
The Madison Ministerial Association’s morning
Lenten Bible study will be held again this year on
Wednesdays at 10:00 am at Hebron Lutheran Church.

Madison Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Salita
804-874-2098 pastorlisa@madisonpresbyterian.com
Active Elders Serving on the Session
Class of 2020
Kim Barnes
Sharon Weakley
Class of 2021
Bobbie Carroll
Rives Wetsel
Mike Willis
Class of 2022
John Quinley
Pattie Rees
Sue Strahan

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m.
Church Administrator: Carol Johnson
Phone Number: 540-948-6972
E-mail: madisonpresb@verizon.net
Website: MadisonPresbyterian.com
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Breakfast Buzz
Will meet
Friday March 20th at 9:00 a.m.

It’s time for a little “Arm chair traveling”. This month Cindy
Pattie will talk about her trip to Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
Germany. She will provide some history along with her
experiences and interesting tidbits.
Join us for breakfast and then enjoy the trip to Germany.

March 8th daylight savings time begins.
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