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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  
CELL PHONE- 507-829-3901 

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.



2024 Immanuel Officers & Board Members

President Steve Haase

Vice President/President Elect Lucas Bayer

Secretary Kathy Stanek

Treasurer Chris Christinson

Elders Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, Ken Mergen

Trustees Kevin Schultz, Ben Louden, Dan Huebner

Board of Education Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp

Board of Stewardship Keith Thorpe, Pam Sittig, Diane Schultz

Board of Evangelism & Missions June Routier, Bev Huebner, Dianna Kelting

Organists Pam Haase, Amber Bayer           

Pianist Sophia Louden, Sloane McDonough, Elizabeth Koepp

Church Secretary Amber Carnine                

Sunday School Opening Pastor Koepp

LWML Board  President: Pam Haase     
		        Treasurer: June Routier     
	                        Secretary: Dianna Kelting
 
Altar Guild  Helen Thorpe   
		    June Routier  
	   	   Danielle McDonough  
		    Pam Haase   
		    Pam Sittig
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I apologize for not writing more these past few months. I guess I am in need 
of better time management. This month, I wanted to put before you the fourth 
petition from the Large Catechism. However the elections turn out, God’s 
grace and mercy remain. His word is from everlasting to everlasting. As we 
live through another election season and approach the end of the month with 
Thanksgiving, may the Fourth Petition give you strength and peace.

The Fourth Petition

71 “Give us this day our daily bread.”

72 Here we consider the poor bread-basket—the needs of our body and our 
life on earth. It is a brief and simple word, but very comprehensive. When you 
pray for “daily bread” you pray for everything that is necessary in order to have 
and enjoy daily bread and, on the contrary, against everything that interferes 
with enjoying it. You must therefore enlarge and extend your thoughts to in-
clude not only the oven or the flour bin, but also the broad fields and the whole 
land which produce and provide for us our daily bread and all kinds of suste-
nance. For if God did not cause grain to grow and did not bless and preserve 
it in the field, we could never take a loaf of bread from the oven to set on the 
table.

73 To put it briefly, this petition includes everything that belongs to our entire 
life in this world; only for its sake do we need daily bread. Now, our life requires 
not only food and clothing and other necessities for our body, but also peace 
and concord in our daily business and in associations of every description with 
the people among whom we live and move—in short, everything that pertains 
to the regulation of our domestic and our civil or political affairs. For where 
these two relations are interfered with and prevented from functioning properly, 
there the necessities of life are also interfered with, and life itself cannot be 
maintained for any length of time.
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74 Indeed, the greatest need of all is to pray for our civil authorities and the 
government, for chiefly through them does God provide us our daily bread and 
all the comforts of this life. Although we have received from God all good things 
in abundance, we cannot retain any of them or enjoy them in security or happi-
ness unless he gives us a stable, peaceful government. For where dissension, 
strife, and war prevail, there our daily bread is taken away, or at least reduced.

75 It would therefore be fitting if the coat-of-arms of every upright prince were 
emblazoned with a loaf of bread instead of a lion or a wreath of rue, or if a 
loaf of bread were stamped on coins, to remind both princes and subjects that 
through the office of the princes we enjoy protection and peace and that without 
them we could not have the steady blessing of daily bread. Rulers are worthy of 
all honor, and we should render them the duties we owe and do all we can for 
them, as to those through whom we enjoy our possessions in peace and quiet-
ness, since otherwise we could not keep a penny. Moreover, we should pray for 
them, that through them God may bestow on us still more blessings and good 
things.

76 Let us outline very briefly how comprehensively this petition covers all kinds 
of relations on earth. Out of it one might make a long prayer, enumerating with 
many words all the things it includes. For example, we might ask God to give 
us food and drink, clothing, house, home, and a sound body; to cause the grain 
and fruits of the field to grow and yield richly; to help us manage our household 
well and give and preserve to us a good wife, children, and servants; to cause 
our work, craft, or occupation, whatever it may be, to prosper and succeed; to 
grant us faithful neighbors and good friends, etc.

77 Again, to ask God to endow the emperor, kings, and all estates of men, and 
especially our princes, counselors, magistrates, and officials, with wisdom, 
strength, and prosperity to govern well and to be victorious over the Turks and 
all our enemies; to grant their subjects and the people at large to live together in 
obedience, peace, and concord.

78 On the other hand, to protect us from all kinds of harm to our body and our 
livelihood, from tempest, hail, fire, and flood; from poison, pestilence, and cat-
tle-plague; from war and bloodshed, famine, savage beasts, wicked men, etc.
79 It is good to impress upon the common people that all these things come 
from God and that we must pray for them.
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80 But especially is this petition directed against our chief enemy, the devil, 
whose whole purpose and desire it is to take away or interfere with all we have 
received from God. He is not satisfied to obstruct and overthrow spiritual order, 
so that he may deceive men with his lies and bring them under his power, but 
he also prevents and hinders the establishment of any kind of government or 
honorable and peaceful relations on earth. This is why he causes so much con-
tention, murder, sedition, and war, why he sends tempest and hail to destroy 
crops and cattle, why he poisons the air, etc.

81 In short, it pains him that anyone receives a morsel of bread from God and 
eats it in peace. If it were in his power, and our prayer to God did not restrain 
him, surely we would not have a straw in the field, a penny in the house, or 
even our life for one hour—especially those of us who have the Word of God 
and would like to be Christians.

82 Thus, you see, God wishes to show us how he cares for us in all our needs 
and faithfully provides for our daily existence.

83 Although he gives and provides these blessings bountifully, even for wicked 
men and rogues, yet he wishes us to pray for them so we may realize that 
we have received them from his hand and may recognize in them his fatherly 
goodness toward us. When he withdraws his hand, nothing can prosper or last 
for any length of time, as indeed we see and experience every day.

84 How much trouble there now is in the world simply on account of false coin-
age, yes, on account of daily exploitation and usury in public business, trading, 
and labor on the part of those who wantonly oppress the poor and deprive them 
of their daily bread! This we must put up with, of course; but let exploiters and 
oppressors beware lest they lose the common intercession of the church, and 
let them take care lest this petition of the Lord’s Prayer be turned against them.

For the Fruits of His Creation							         LSB 894
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001879
Tune: Public domain

+ Sola Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Newsletter Article – November 2024

The consequences of shallow thankfulness

Can you imagine a Thanksgiving dinner without turkey, mashed potatoes, 
gravy and pumpkin pie? I know I can’t! To not have these on the menu, or 
worse, to run out of them with the family around the table, would be a culi-
nary sin of epic proportions. An attempt to serve bratwurst and hamburgers 
in place of the standard fare would ring hollow and seem totally inappropri-
ate and out of place. It isn’t that the food would be bad; brats and burgers 
are pretty tasty. But not for Thanksgiving — they just don’t go together!

This month, as we continue to walk through the stewardship hymn, 
“Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788), we turn our 
attention to verse three. Here, William Watkins Reid, Sr., the man who 
penned this text, draws attention to some things that do not go along with 
faithful, thankful stewardship.

		  Forgive us, Lord, for selfish thanks and praise …

We see this often with small children. They greedily snatch the candy out 
of a grandparent’s hand, savagely destroy the wrapper, and attempt to stuff 
the entire delicacy in their mouth in one bite, only to have a parent say, “Tell 
grandma thank you.” This is followed by the pro forma thanks that is uttered 
between chocolate chews. It isn’t really thankfulness; it is simply checking a 
box to keep mom or dad off their backs.

We never really outgrow this either. Our shallow thankfulness takes the form 
of feigned humility when praise is being offered. We are thankful that our 
admirers noticed and called us out: “Look at me! Aren’t I special?” No 
thought at all is given to the fact that the Lord was the One who gave us 
the ability and opportunity for accomplishment. Our false blush is really only 
masking our selfish, credit-seeking gain. Once again, we find ourselves
idolatrously thanking ourselves.

		  For words that speak at variance with deeds …
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What carries more weight: words or action? The steward who gives voice 
to the Gospel in the Divine Service but then lives like a pagan in the world 
does great damage, not only to others but to the Gospel itself! This is the 
consequence of failed stewardship. It is idolatry that separates the steward 
from the Lord.

Worse yet, it also impacts others negatively. When the failed steward is the 
reference point outside the Christian community, there are those who want 
no part of being Christian or following the Christ they claim. We see this play 
out in the impact of overt political activity among Christians based on gov-
erning policy as opposed to fidelity to the Word of God. When our lips and 
our lives are out of sync, like what used to happen with old movie projectors, 
the impact isn’t funny — it obscures the Gospel!

		  Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways 
		  unmindful of a broken brother’s need …

Our creature comforts often become an obstacle to faithful stewardship. 
This is true of both individual and corporate stewardship. Financial steward-
ship is often limited by our desire to be comfortable and have the latest toys 
and gadgets. Congregational stewardship is often limited by the desire to 
focus on what is best for the congregation as opposed to how resources 
might be best stewarded to reach the community with the Gospel.

When we see someone in need, or broken by the world, we often look at 
them as freeloaders. We admonish them to get a job. We insist that they 
learn our language, learn our customs, and make them their own. But this 
gets in the way of seeing every human being the way that Jesus sees them. 
Remember, that broken person is one for whom Jesus went to the cross to 
die and rise. When we are unmindful of these needs, our shallow thankful-
ness also stands in the way of the Gospel.

This stanza reminds us of the challenge we face. Our hearts are master 
idol-makers. Our shallow thankfulness threatens our souls and hinders 
others from seeing Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Stewardship is serious 
business. It is a task for which we were created. In our sinful failings, we are 
never relieved of these duties. In our Baptism, we are restored to be stew-
ards of the Gospel. Our faithful stewardship is all about that Gospel.

Forgive us when our thanks are shallow, O Lord! In this month of Thanksgiv-
ing, grant us the grace to offer heaping helpings of this stewardship so that 
others may see Jesus!
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November will be picture taking time for the new 
pictorial directory for Immanuel.  

The dates and times for picture taking are: 

Tuesday, November 5
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall

Wednesday, November 6
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall 

Sunday, November 10 
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall 

Members will be able to order picture packages, 
which will arrive by mid-December.  

We will also ask you to proof your names, address, 
phone number, and email address.  

Any questions please contact the Evangelism Committee
Dianna Kelting, June Routier, Bev Huebner
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Day of Thanksgiving/Harvest Service

Wednesday, November 20th at 6:30pm

Potluck Supper before the service at 5:00pm

There is a sign-up sheet on the entryway table 
if you would like to bring a dish.
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Calling families and children from 12th grade and younger. 

The Board of Education is beginning to plan for the 
Christmas Program which will be December 15th at 10:30am. 

Practices will begin November 17th and will take place during Sunday 
school time, with one more practice Saturday, December 14th. 

Please let us know if you are wanting to be a part of the program 
or not, so we can plan accordingly. Also, if you are wanting to 

play an instrument for the pre-program music that day, 
please let us know that as well. 

To best prepare, let the Board of Education know as soon as possible. 
Thank you!
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER

5th & 6th Grade Memory Work

November 13: 9th & 10th Commandment, Close of the Commandments

November 20: Test over Commandments

November 27: No Class

8th Grade Memory Work (Class time for Nov. is Thursdays 7-8:30pm)

November 7: Luther Movie

November 14: No Class

November 21: 1st Article & Meaning

November 28: No Class
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ALL WOMEN OF IMMANUEL

SO THAT ALL WOMEN, YOUNG AND OLD OF OUR 
CONGREGATION CAN ATTEND, LWML WILL BE 
CONDUCTING ALL FUTURE MEETINGS ON THE 
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH STARTING 

NOVEMBER 10TH AT 10:30am IN THE BACK SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ROOM.

THIS WILL GIVE ALL THE WOMEN OF 
IMMANUEL THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE WHAT WE 

DO AT LWML AS WE JOYFULLY 
PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT MISSIONS 
THROUGH PRAYER, MITES AND SERVICE...

AND HOW YOU CAN TOO!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

“SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS”

PSALM 100:2
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Mid-Week Advent Services

A meal will be served from 5:00-6:15pm

Service begins at 6:30pm

December 4th  

December 11th  

December 18th



IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
        Monthly Meeting of the Church Council

       Sunday, September 8, 2024

The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on September 
8th at 8:00 AM. 

Present:  Pastor Koepp, Steve Haase, Keith Thorpe, Kevin Schultz, Diane 
Schultz, Chris Christinson, Joel McDonough, Sherri Baker, Dianna Kelting, 
and Kathy Stanek

Steve called the meeting to order, and Pastor Koepp opened with prayer.
Chris motioned to approve the June minutes and Diane 2nd.  Motion car-
ried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

Board of Elders:  Joel McDonough
•	 Continue to plan and schedule member visits.
•	 Working on Monthly Devotions

Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
•	 All bills have been paid with current balances reflected.

Board of Trustees: Kevin Schultz 
•	 Four trees were taken down and removed from the property
•	 MSG Internet service was installed.  The new church email address is:  	
	 lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com
•	 Signed a 5-year lease on the copy machine
•	 The new component to fix the outside cross light has not arrived.

Board of Evangelism:  Dianna Kelting
•	 Drake Library has changed their treat program and Immanuel will not 		
	 be supplying treats for an after-school program.

Board of Education:  Sherri Baker
•	 Sunday School classes resume today.  
•	 Very pleased with the Sunday school teachers who signed up.
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Board of Stewardship: Diane Schultz
•	 Giving is steady with no issues to report.

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Koepp
•	 Providing spiritual leadership to members of Immanuel church, 
	 preparing weekly sermons, preaching, and conducting worship 
	 services. Leading Confirmation and Bible Study classes.
•	 Counseling/home visits, attending board meetings, visiting sick/shut-ins 	
	 as allowed and providing Communion to those who cannot attend 
	 Sunday Divine service.  

Unfinished Business:  
•	 There are still a few blank positions for the 2025 Council Board.  
	 Elections will be October 20 at the Voters meeting.  Asking members to 	
	 prayerfully consider becoming a board member.

New Business: 
•	 Motion approved for a one-time donation of $200 each to Tiger Packs 		
	 of Grinnell, who provide food for students to take home, and Renewed 		
	 Home Furnishings, providing furniture (mostly beds) to those in need. 

With no other business Steve adjourned the meeting.

Next Council Meeting: October 13, 2024, 8:00 AM

Submitted by:       	    	

Kathy Stanek 
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