
Native Trees , Shrubs & Vines -  Providing for Bees, Butterflies & Other Pollinators 
Common Name Botanical Name Bees, Butterflies and Caterpillars Supported 

American Black Currant Ribes americanum Pearly-eyes,  Angelwing Butterflies, and Many Pollinators 

American Holly Ilex opaca Bees and Other Pollinators  

American Fly Honeysuckle Lonicera canadensis   Hummingbirds, Butterflies, Moths, Many Pollinators Species 

American Mountain Ash Sorbus americana  Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Ash Fraxinus   Tiger Swallowtail Butterfly and Other Pollinator Species 

Aspens, Poplars Populus  Dreamy Duskywing, Admirals, Mourning Cloak Butterflies 

American Basswood Tilia americana Many Bee species attracted to nectar-rich flowers 

Bayberry Myrica pensylvanica Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Beach Plum, Chokecherry, Wild Black 
Cherry  

Prunus maritime, P. virginiana, P. serotina Mason Orchard Bees, Spring Azure, Tiger Swallowtail, 
Hairstreaks, Red-spotted Purple, Admirals, Many Pollinator 
Species 

Beaked Hazelnut Corylus cornuta Supports Many Species of Butterflies and Moths 

Bearberry Arctostaphylos uvo-ursi Early Season Bees 

American Beech Fagus grandifolia Harvester Butterfly, Luna Moth 

Birch, Gray, Paper, Yellow Betula populifolia, B. papyrifera, B. 
alleghaniensis 

Red-spotted Admiral, Morning Cloak, Tiger Swallowtail, 
Compton Tortoise Shell Butterflies, Luna Moth 

Black Gum (Tupelo) Nyssa sylvatica Butterflies and Many Pollinator Species 

Black Walnut Juglans nigra Many Butterfly and Moth Species 

Blueberry, Highbush, Lowbush Vaccinum corymbosum, angustifolium Mining & Mason bees, Long-tongued Bumble Bees, Butterflies 

Box Elder Acer nugundo Attractive to Bees and Other Pollinator Species 

Bush Cinquefoil Dasiphora floribunda (Potentilla f.) Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Button Bush Cephalanthus occidentalis Attracts Bees, Butterflies and Moths 

American Chestnut Castanea dentata Many Butterfly and Moth Species 

Chokeberry, Red, Black Aronia arbutifolia, melanocarpa Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Cinquefoil Potentilla Checkered-Skipper Butterfly 

Crabapple Malus spp. Mason Orchard Bees, Mining Bees and Other Pollinator Species 

Cranberry Vaccinum Mining Bees, Brown Elfin, Striped Hairstreak, Sulfurs, Lesser 
Frillitaries 

Flowering Dogwood Benthamidia (Cornus) florida Bumble bee, Sweet Bee, Many Bee Species and Flies  

Dogwood, Red twig, Silky, Gray, Pagoda 
Dogwood 

Swida sericia, S. amomum, S. racemosa , S. 
altnifolia 

Spring Azure Butterfly and Many Pollinator Species 

Eastern Redbud Cercus canadensis Early Season Bees, Henry’s Elfin Butterfly  

Elderberry Sambucus nigra Many Butterflies and Moth Species 

Elm Ulmacaea Eastern Comma, Question Mark, Angelwings, Mourning Cloak 



Common Name Botanical Name Bees, Butterflies and Caterpillars Supported 

Fox Grape Vitis labrusca Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Ground Bean, Hog Peanut Amphicarpaea braceata   Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Butterfly, Eastern Comma, Question Mark, Tawny 
Emperor, American Snout, Angelwings, Mourning Cloak 

Hawthorn Crataegus Many Butterfly and Moth  Species 

American Hazelnut Corylus americana Early Season Bee Species 

Hickory, Bitternut, Shagbark Carya, cordiformus, ovata Hickory and Banded Hairstreak Butterflies, Luna Moth 

Inkberry Ilex glabra Bees, Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species in Summer 

Juniper, Cedar Juniperus communis, J. virginiana Olive Hairstreak, Juniper Hairstreak Butterflies 

Leatherleaf Chamaedaphne calyculata Brown Elfin Butterfly and  Other Pollinator Species 

Maple, Red, Sugar, Silver, Mountain Acer rubrum, A. sacharum, saccharinum, 
spicatum 

Early Season Bees such as Mining Bees, Luna Moths, Feeds 
Many Butterfly and Moth Species 

Mock Orange Philadelphus inodorus Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Mountain Laurel, Sheep Laurel Kalmia latifolia, angustifolia Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus Magnet for bees, Spring Azure and Duskywing  Butterflies, 
Flies, and Wasps 

Ninebark, Common Physocarpus opulifolius Bees and Butterflies 

Northern Bayberry Morella caroliniensis (Myrica pensylvanica) Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Northern Bush Honeysuckle  Diervilla lonicera Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Oak, Black, White, Red, Swamp, Scrub Quercus velutina, Q. alba, Q. rubra, Q.bicolor, 
Q. ilicifolia 

Banded Hairstreaks, White Hairstreak, Horace’s &  Juvenal’s 
Duskywings, Luna Moth. Feeds Many Lepidoptera  Species 

Pine Pinus Pine Elfin Butterfly 

Pixterbloom Azalea Rhododendron periclymenoides (nudiflorum) Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Raspberry, Blackberry Rubus odoratus, spp. Many bee species; hollow canes provide nesting sites for bees 

Red Cedar Juniperus Virginiana Olive Hairstreak Butterfly 

Rhododendron, Rhodora, Rosebay Rhododendron canadense, R. maximum Striped Hairstreak Butterfly and Other Pollinator Species 

Rose, Carolina, Swamp, Virginia Rosa carolina, R. palustris, R. virginiana Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species, foliage for Leafcutter 
Bee nesting 

Sassafras Sassafrass albidum Spicebush Swallowtail Butterfly and Many Pollinator Species 

Shadblow Serviceberry Amelanchier canadensis Early Season Bees, Many Butterfly and Moth Species 

Shrubby St. John’s Wort Hypercum prolificum Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

Speckled Alder Alnus incana Harvester Butterfly 

Spicebush Lindera benzoin Spicebush Swallowtail and Other Pollinator Species 

Spiraea, Meadowsweet, Steeplebush Spiraea alba (latifolia), S. tomentosa Hummingbirds, Butterflies, and Many Pollinator Species 

St. John’s Wort Hypericum prolificum American Lady Butterfly and Other Pollinator Species 



Common Name Botanical Name Bees, Butterflies and Caterpillars Supported 

Sumac, Fragrant, Shining Rhus aromatic, R. copallinium Bees, Red-banded Hairstreak and Many Species in Summer 

Summersweet Pepper Bush Clethra alnifolia Bees, Butterflies and Many Pollinator Species, Late Summer 

Swamp Azalea Rhododendron viscosum Striped Hairstreak Butterfly and Many Pollinator Species 

Swamp Doghobble Eubotrys racemosa Many Species of Pollinators 

Sweetgale Myrica gale Butterflies and Many Pollinator Species 

Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua Food for Many Butterfly and Moth  Species 

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis Many Butterfly and Moth Species 

Trumpet Honeysuckle Lonicera sempervirens  (V) Hummingbirds, Butterflies and Many Pollinator Species 

Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tuliptera Tiger Swallowtail, Food for Many Moth Species 

Viburnum, Maple leaf, Hobblebush, 
Arrowwood, Nannyberry, Witherod, 
Blackhaw, American Cranberry bush 

Viburnum acerifolium, V. alnifolium, 
V.dentatum, V. lentago, V. nudum, V. 
prunifolium, V. opulus 

Spring Azure Butterfly and Many Pollinator Species 

Virgin’s Bower Clematis virginiana  (V) Hummingbirds, Butterflies, and Many Pollinator Species 

Pussy Willow Salix discolor Food for early season Bees  such as Bumble Bees and Mining 
Bees, also Mourning Cloak Butterfly  

Willow, Silky, Black, Shining, Heart Leaved Salix sericea, S. nigra, S. lucinda, S. eriocephala Early Season Bees such as Bumble Bees and Mining Bees, 
Viceroy, Mourning Cloak, Duskywing, Tiger Swallowtail, Red-
spotted Purple, Coral Hairstreak, Lesser Frillitaries, Angelwings, 
Tortoise Shells, Spring Azure. 

Winterberry Ilex verticillata Bees in Early Summer, Pearl, Northern,  and Field Crescents 

Witchhazel Hamamelis virginiana Butterflies and Other Pollinator Species 

 

* Trees are highlighted 
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