
THE NIGHT SKY











Finding the North Star

 The North Star is not an especially bright star

 There are not a lot of stars near it that are 
bright enough to confuse the observer.

 Asterisms that are easily found serve as 
pointers.









Finding the North Star

Alaska State Flag



Finding Your Way Around the 
Night Sky

 Star Chart

 Planisphere

 Planetarium programs and apps

 Smart Telescope











Why Doesn’t it look like the 
pictures?

 No Color

 Faint

 A little fuzzy



The Problem



Human Eye

 Loses color perception in dim light.

 Shutter Speed of about 1/25th of a second.

 Aperture of about ¼ inch. 



Dark Adaptation



Light Pollution



STAR PARTY









What Could You See on 3/3/2017

 With Your Eyes
 Constellations (Orion)
 A Star Cluster
 Jupiter

 Through a telescope
 Jupiter and Galilean moons
 Orion Nebula
 Andromeda Galaxy
 The Pleiades
 Star Clusters, Nebula etc.





Pleiades



Jupiter
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Orion Nebula



Orion Nebula



Andromeda Galaxy



Andromeda Galaxy



ET Cluster



ET ClusterET Cluster



Courtesy

 No white lights

 No Spray products

 Please don’t run, roughhouse or make loud 
noises.

 Avoid touching the telescopes

 NEVER touch glass on a telescope.  



Other Opportunities to look 
Through Telescopes

 SMCAS at Crestview Park Twice a Month (See 
SMCAS.net)

 CSM Jazz Under the Stars

 Chabot Space and Science Center - Friday 
and Saturday Evenings.

 Foothill Observatory – Friday and Saturday















How powerful is your 
telescope?



3-inch aperture 

telescope 

magnified about 

300 times.
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7-inch aperture 

telescope 

magnified about 

300 times.



Other Astronomy Resources in 
the Bay Area.

 SMCAS  Meetings

 CSM  Planetarium Shows

 Silicone Valley Astronomy Lectures

 NASA Ames Lectures

 Join Bayastro Yahoo group for lists of all talks 
and events in the Bay Area.



For the San Mateo County 
Astronomical Society

 SMCAS.net

 Meetings Monthly

 Star Parties

 College of San Mateo Public Outreach

 The annual Family Science and Astronomy 

Festival – October 8, 2017.

 AstronomerEd.com





Questions?


