
May Day Flowers      Date 

Notes Introduce  Today’s unit  about May Day/flowers.  Make a KNW chart on the subject. Explain 

that today’s work will be a special unit so the schedule may be different than usual.  Pass out 
the student readers, May Day Celebrations, and let the students survey them quickly to get an 
overview of the day. (about 15 minutes) 

Reading Nonfiction: Have the students read the student reader, May Day Celebrations, to 

learn about the history of the May Day festival.  Decide if they will read alone, with partners, 
in small groups, or as a guided activity.  Allow them to note key ideas and then, as a whole 
class, make a short outline to summarize the article, OR use the Student Reader Comprehen-
sion Game Cards to have a class or small group discussion.    (about 20-30 minutes)   

Research:  If you have classroom or computer lab access to the internet allow the students 

to look up articles, pictures, and videos of May Day celebrations and Maypole and Morris 
dancing.  As a whole class or in small groups, allow them to share with each other the informa-
tion they found.  (as much time as you wish) 

Vocabulary:  The students will make  vocabulary flashcards.  Each student, or group of stu-

dents, will find 5 new vocabulary words in May Day Celebrations.  Given a stack of 3x5 cards, 
they will write the vocabulary word on the blank side and the pronunciation and definition on 
the other side.  Stress neatness and legibility as other people will play with the cards they cre-
ate.  After the cards are finished have them trade their cards with another group and use the 
Merry Month of May game boards  to practice the vocabulary words.  (20 minutes + 20 min-
utes) 

Literature Read Aloud:  Grades 4-5  Read aloud the short story by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

The Maypole of Merry Mount.  Be sure to read it with good expression to make it more com-
prehensible to the students.  It is very descriptive, so model for them how to make pictures in 
their heads as they listen to you read.  (20 minutes) 

Writing:  Grades 2-3 In small groups, students will write a skit to retell the events of a May 

Day Parade, which each group will present to the class.  (30-40 minutes + presentations) 
Grades 4-5  Have each student select a character from The Maypole of Merry Mount.  They 
will illustrate the character, and then write a diary account of the events of the story from the 
character’s point of view.  You may wish to have them act out the story in character, as you 
reread it, before beginning to write. (30-45 minutes) 

PE:  Sports competitions and games are an important part of May Day celebrations.  Divide 

the class into 7-8 groups.  Have each group plan a competition game for the class.  They 
should develop the rules, the standards, and a prize of some kind.  Then have a class May Day 
Field Event, where each group coordinates one of the activities. 

Science:  The students will dissect a flower to identify its parts.  Take the class outside and 

allow them pick a flower to use, or bring enough large flowers for each child to have one.  
Magnifying lenses would be helpful.  Give each student a copy of Flora Fantastic, the Science 
Research Cards, and give them time to complete the dissection. (about 1 hour) 

Art:  The students will read and follow directions to create a construction paper flower and a 

basket to hold it.  They will give the flowers to a friend or relative.  (1 hour + reading lesson) 
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