
Introduction 
 

Thank you so much for choosing this unit.  I hope you’ll find it fun, easy, and effective.  Each file 
has a cover page that includes the objective, preparation instructions, and alternate ways to use the 

items.   

 

The unit is made up of a number of different activities, which can be used in a variety of ways.  
Use as few or as many items as you wish.  A lesson plan is included, but it is only one suggestion.   

 

Two different reading levels are included in this package, and they are color coded for 
easy use: 

 Grades 2-3 

 Grades 4-5 
If you use both sets of reading levels in a single class, you can easily separate the two 

by the colored lines, titles, and/or flowers located on the materials. 

 

Most of the items will print up nicely on cover stock or tag, even if you use a draft quality print 
level.  (This will save you a lot of ink.)  Photo paper will make the items look better—I like to use 

it for the photo cards.  Generally, you should be able to use the paper that you have available at 

school for duplicating these materials.  When you print a PDF file, make sure the printer size is set 
to “Actual Size”, otherwise the printer changes the size, and research and photo cards won’t turn 

out right.  

 

The game board can be made to 11x17 size by running half of the board on each of two sheets of 
8.5x11 paper (letter size), but there is also an 11x17 file (ledger size).  It can be taken to a copy 

center and run directly on 11x17 cover stock or photo paper, or you can print it on a large format 

printer, if you have access to one.   
 

Student booklets and worksheets are in color, so set your printer to grayscale to make the masters 

if you are going to run them off on the school copier.  Most of the “worksheets” are really direc-
tion pages and can be reused from year to year.  I always print them in color on cover stock and 

laminate them. 

 

These materials are protected by copyrights.  You may make as many copies of the materials as 
you need to use in your own classroom and you may change the files to make them more suitable 

for your own personal use.  If you wish to enlarge any images to use on a bulletin board, that is 

permissible for your own personal use.  Please don’t make copies for other teachers, or use images 
or text to create materials for other teachers. 

 

Please feel free to contact me at sflynn@thematicteacher.com with any questions or suggestions 
you have and if you are looking for a unit you can’t find, I’d be happy to consider developing it 

for you.  If you want it, others probably will, too! 

 

I hope you will find these materials educational, fun, and easy to use.  Thanks for giving them a 
try!                                    

                                                                                                  Sandie Flynn 
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