
These materials can be used to develop the following Common Core State Standards.   
 

Reading > Reading Informational Texts 
Grade 2: 
1.  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a 

text.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 
2.  Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.  (May Day Cele-

brations, Science Research Cards) 
3.  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 

in a text.  (Science Research Cards, May Flowers and Basket, Flower Dissection Worksheet)  
4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.  (May Day Celebrations, 

Science Research Cards) 
5.  Know and use various text features (e.g., bold print, subheadings) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.  

(May Day Celebrations) 
6.  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.  (May Day Celebra-

tions, May Flowers and Basket) 
 
Grade 3: 
1.  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the an-

swers.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 
2.  Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.  (May Day Celebra-

tions, Science Research Cards) 
3.  Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that 

pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  (Science Research Cards, May Flowers and Basket, Flower Dissection Work-
sheet)  

4.  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 

5.  Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.  (May Day 
Celebrations) 

7.  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g. images) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).  (Science Research Cards) 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.  (Science Research Cards, May 
Flowers and Basket, Flower Dissection Worksheet)  

 
Grade 4: 
1.  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says, and when drawing inferences from the text.  

(May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 
2.  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.  (May Day Celebra-

tions, Science Research Cards) 
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3.  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, 
based on specific information in the text.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards, May Flowers and Basket) 

4.  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or 
subject area.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 

5.  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information 
in a text or part of a text.  (May Day Celebrations, The Maypole of Merrymount, May Flowers and Basket) 

7.  Interpret information presented visually and orally, and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the 
text in which it appears.  (Science Research Cards, Flower Photo Cards, The Maypole of Merry Mount) 

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, 
in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  (May Day 
Celebrations, Science Research Cards, Flower Dissection Worksheet, May Basket and Flowers) 

 
Grade 5:   
1.  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

(May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards) 
2.  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama re-

spond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  (The Maypole of Merry 
Mount) 

3.  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact).  (The Maypole of Merry Mount) 

4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors 
and similes.  (May Day celebrations, Science Research Cards, The Maypole of Merry Mount) 

5.  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a text.  (The Maypole of Merry Mount, May Flowers and Basket) 

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, 
in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  (May Day 
Celebrations, Science Research Cards, The Maypole of Merry Mount, May Flowers and Basket) 

 

Reading Foundational Skills 

Grades 2-5 

1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research 
Cards, Flower Dissection Worksheet, May Flowers and Basket) 

2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  (May Day Celebrations, Science Research Cards, 
Flower Dissection Worksheet, May Flowers and Basket) 

 

Writing 
Grade 2 

7. Participate in shared research and writing projects.  (Science Research Cards, Internet Research Activity) 

 

Grade 3 

7.  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.  (Science Research Cards, Internet Research Activity) 

10. Write routinely over shorter time frames (a single sitting) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
(Flower Dissection Worksheet, May Day Parade) 

 

Grades 4-5 

7.  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  (Science Re-
search Cards, Internet Research Activity) 

9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  Apply grade level Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., "Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text [e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].").  (The Maypole of Merry Mount Writing Assignment) 

10. Write routinely over shorter time frames (a single sitting) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
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(Flower Dissection Worksheet) 
 

Speaking and Listening 
Grade 2 
1.  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small 

and larger groups.  (May Day Celebrations, May Day Field Day Preparations) 
4.  Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent 

sentences.  (May Day Celebrations) 
 
Grade 3 
1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.  (May Day Celebrations, May Day Field 
Day Preparations) 

4.  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speak-
ing clearly at an understandable pace.  (May Day Parade Skit) 

6.  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.  
(May Day Celebrations,  May Day Parade Skit,  May Day Field Day Preparations) 

 
Grades 4-5 
1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade level topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.  (May Day Celebrations, May Day Field 
Day Preparations) 

  
 

Language 
Grades 2-5 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and con-

tent, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
6.  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using 

adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 
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