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Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavar is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.
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Are You Prepared?
The society in which we live has a keen perception regarding the need to
prepare for the future: individuals are preparing for the future, intend to
prepare for the future, or wishing they had prepared for the future.

No one wants to reach an age when they can no longer work and be able to
provide for themselves. However, one of two scenarios will eventually
overtake you: (1) you will become too old to work, (2) you will be standing
before the Creator of all.

If you should reach an age where you are too old to work, one of two
scenarios are certain: (1) you will have provided sufficiently to meet your
needs, (2) someone else will, of necessity, provide for you. These basic
principles have created, in our society, a focus on insurance policies and
retirement plans.

There also exists another realm, for which man must prepare: “And
inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh
judgment; so Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many,
shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that (Continued Pg. 2)




wait for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:27-28). The Apostle Paul said,
“So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans
14:12).

In reference to this event, we are also taught: (1) some will be
prepared, i.e., “the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went
in with him to the marriage feast: and the door was shut” (Matthew
25:10), (2) some will not be prepared, i.e., “Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said,
Verily | say unto you, | know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know not
the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:11-13).

Just as man makes plans for the physical needs of this world, for the
present, as well as in old age, God has also developed a plan to provide
for man’s spiritual well-being: “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly [places] in Christ: even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish
before him in love: having foreordained us unto adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed
on us in the Beloved: in whom we have our redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace” (Ephesians 1:3-7).

Remember the words of the Apostle Peter, saying, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy
begat us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who by the power of
God are guarded through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time” (1 Peter 1:3-5). ret

O death, where is thy victory?

O death, where is thy sting?
1 Cor. 15:55

Victory Through Jesus

Victory:

A. “Final supremacy in battle or war. Success in any struggle
involving the defeat of an opponent” (Webster’s)

B. 1 Tim. 1:18 — Fighting against carnal inclinations is
warfare.

C. Rom. 12:1; Phil. 3:8 — Paul lived what he taught.

Background:

A. Acts 16:1-2 — Timothy a young man when he met Paul.
Phil. 2:19-22 — Paul’s appraisal of Timothy.

2 Tim. 1:16-17 — Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome.

2 Tim. 4:6 — Paul’s estimation of the result.

2 Tim. 4:16 — Paul had already appeared before Nero.

2 Tim. 1:3-14 — Paul’s words of encouragement to
Timothy.
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How Would We Have Responded?

A. Brethren throughout the centuries have suffered for their

faith

Heb. 10:32-39 — Some suffered relatively mild conflict.

Heb. 11:32-40 — Some suffered great conflict.

D. 2 Cor. 5:1-10, 11, 14-15 — Great or small we must keep a
focus on that which is eternal.
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SOLOMON SAYS

The horse is prepared against the day of battle;

But victory is of Jehovah..
(Prov. 31:21)



