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The History of CAP

By C/SSgt Emma Herrington & Col Frank Blazich

Civil Air Patrol has a long and proud
history. It was founded December
1,1941 and finalized December 8,
1941. CAP was begun by aviators
and general aviation enthusiasts
beginning in the late spring of 1941,
prior to American entry in World
War II. CAP attracted many civilians
ineligible for military service on
account of age, physical condition,
or gender. Others joined as aircraft
owners and patriotic Americans
eager to service their nation in time
of war. Civilian pilots joined
together to assist in the war effort.

C/Capt Rebekah Baker
Encampment Cadet Safety Officer
By C/2d Lt Sam Hamilton

My name is Cadet Captain Rebekah
Baker and I am the cadet Safety
Officer for Winter Encampment. I
have been in Civil Air Patrol for
three years and have promoted
twelve times to Cadet Captain.
When I started Civil Air Patrol I was
inspired to join the military.
Now I am studying to be a nurse at
Texas A&M while balancing CAP.
My job here is to look out for
cadets safety and inform them
of any safety hazards. For example,
if the cadets are marching in low
light we will provide night sticks to
help provide a visual beacon for
themselves and others around
them. Also, I review and check the
safety briefings and make sure all
cadets and staff have read the
information required.
To give some advice for the new
cadets I would say find what your
passionate for, and stick to your
passion even if it gets hard.
Once you find what your passionate
for
that
gives
new
goals,
motivation, and direction for you
and that will help you go far.

Honor Flight—Hotel
Warrior Flight– Delta

One man in particular, Earle L.
Johnson changed the course of CAP
history forever. As the legend is
told, after the surprise Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, he noticed a
lack of security when it came to airspace in his home state of Ohio. He
saw an opportunity for light/civilian
aircraft to be used by the enemy to
sabotage our nation. Johnson performed an experiment in which he
flew a small aircraft at 500 feet. He
took with him a few sandbags and
dropped them on three war plants.
Following this, he notified these
plants that he had dropped these
sand bags on their facilities. Johnson’s actions were taken seriously,
and new members appeared in CAP
along with the added benefit of
more
security.

in August 1943. During said time,
CAP reported sighting 173 U-boats,
attacking 57, and claiming to have
damaged or destroyed two. CAP
flew 86,865 missions, logging over
244,600 hours. CAP planes located
91 ships in distress and were
instrumental in rescuing 363 survivors of U-boat attacks. CAP was
very different back in the old days!
Core Values

By C/CMSgt Joelle Sherbeck

The core values are part of the
framework of CAP. They are Integrity, Volunteer Services, Excellence
and Respect. Today the cadets
participated in learning about the
core values through a game. Each
cadet chose which core value they
thought was the most important
and they gathered into groups
pertaining to the core value they
chose. Each group defined their
most important core value in their
own words saying away from the
textbook definition. Once they had
some time to discuss with their
group each group got a chance to
share what they talked about.

One group defined excellence as
“Doing the best consistently, and
going above and beyond what is
required of you, 120% of the time.”
Another group said “The core of Integrity
is
honesty
and
the
perseverance to stay dedicated to
your goals even when nobody else
is around.” While still in the same
In May 1942, a CAP coastal patrol groups, the cadets discussed how to
plane was flying a mission over show the world that they have that
Cape Canaveral, Florida when it core value.
spotted
a
German
U-boat
(submarine). As CAP planes were Afterwards all the cadets went to
then unarmed, the aircraft could the core value that they struggle
only circle the U-boat and wait for with the most and as a group
Army Air Forces to arrive to attack discussed why they struggle with
the enemy. After 40 minutes, that specific core value. Later they
however, the U-boat made an es- discussed how they can improve
cape. This incident triggered the themselves in that area.
Army Air Forces to arm CAP coastal
patrol aircraft. They were outfitted The whole point of this exercise is to
with bombs and depth charges. get cadets to think on their feet and
determine what their priorities are,
The defeat of the U-boat threat to be able to discuss, define and
along the East and Gulf Coasts was agree as a group on what it means
one of the greatest achievements in to them. This activity is one of
Civil Air Patrol history. The coastal many that will help advance the
patrol mission continued to function cadets in leadership and careers.
for 18 months until being concluded

Flight Time

By C/SSgt Piper Loy

So what is Flight Time? Flight time
is when the cadets study their
Standard
Operating
Instruction
(SOI) and work on drill. Flight time
is one of the most important times
in encampment, it gives the flight
staff the chance to see where their
flight is at with their knowledge and
drill so that way they know what to
work on.
The cadets were taught the basics
in drill for example “Left face”
“Right face” “About face” “forward
march” and “Parade rest” also in
between working on drill they will
also study there SOIs.
The SOI has very important
information in it. It has the Chain of
Command, CAP facts, US Military
and CAP Grades. Over this week
they will study all of this but most
importantly
their
Chain
of
Command, for example the Director
of Training is planning all the
events to make sure the cades get
all of their required training over
the week. Then you also have their
Flight Sergeants who are making
sure they get to the correct places
on time to make sure they get as
much training as they can over this
week.
In the end, flight time primary
purpose is for flight staff to
determine whether or not their
flight is consistent with Drill and
Knowledge tests.

Training Beyond Encampment
By C/SSgt Emma Herrington

CAP is a very broad program. This
was demonstrated today, when
C/Capt
Baker
shared
about
opportunities within cadet programs.
Some cadets join CAP out of interest
in the military, but many use CAP as
a platform to advance their careers
in other ways. It is amazing that our
program is so vast; we offer
aerospace education, drill training,
leadership opportunity, model rocketry, emergency service training,
and even cyber-education. There are
instructional events/classes in which
we teach these different specialty
interests. Here are a few that we
covered today.
ALS (Airman Leadership School)
Airman leadership school is a two
day exercise in which cadets are
introduced to the basics of our
program. It is a preparatory school
that aids cadets in participating in
squadron
events
and
at
encampment. It is a less intense
aid that is invaluable to a cadets
journey to encampment, and we
highly recommend it for newer cadets. A graduate of ALS will receive
a shoulder cord and a certificate.
CTEP(Cadet Training and Education Program) CTEP is comprised of
four leadership schools: NCOA,
SNCOA, OTS, and CCSC. There are
opportunities for every cadet rank to
attend.
NCSA(National
Cadet
Special
Activities)
There
are
many
opportunities for cadets to attend
NCSA’s after they have graduated
from encampment. From cyber
education academies to emergency
service schools to powered flight
academies, there opportunities for
all CAP interests. Please visit
NCSAS.com for more opportunities
and selections. Applications close
January 15th, so apply as soon as
you return home!

Staffing Encampment
After you have completed an
encampment, you are eligible to
apply to staff. However you must
ensure that you have enough
experience
to
handle
an
encampment. There are three areas
that you can apply to staff; support
staff, line staff, and executive staff.
Typically
a
fresh
encampment
graduates will apply to a support
staff
position
the
following
encampment. Support staff can be
any rank, you must be at least a
sergeant to staff on line, and at least
an officer to staff executive.

Paper Airplanes

By C/2d Lt Trevor Pawley

Today the cadets went through an
aviation class activity lead by
Cadet Lt Col Turpen that had them
studying the specifics of basic flight
and the forces that make up flight.
They were walked through how
different variables can affect the
aircraft’s flight in a different
manner. They discussed how the
aircraft
operates
in
a
three
dimensional plain and what each
surface of the aircraft does to affect
its flight in that plain. During the
activity, some cadets would be
selected to test out their paper
aircraft after adjusting the control
surfaces as instructed to see how
they would effect the airplane’s
flight. After they tested their
aircraft, the cadets would then be
asked what they observed about
how their aircraft flew and put in
their own words why their craft
flew like that.
The purpose for this activity ties
into the CAP’s strong roots with
aviation. This activity is teaching
the cadets information that they
will be able to use not just at other
CAP events that involve flights, but
at their squadron level with their
Observation flights. Using this
knowledge, they can then go on to
use
that
knowledge
towards
earning their private pilots license
or helping out with squadron
O-Flights. The points they learned
in this class will have go with them
far into their CAP career and
beyond after they leave the CAP.
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