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From Father Steve

SepTember evenTS:

FROM SuMMER InTO SEpTEMbER
Labor Day signifies our traditional transition from summer into fall when school begins again and routines typically
change. Our church cycles during this time as well as we see
the return of the choir, Sunday school and other programs.
Summer is often seen as a “break” from church activity so
many congregations have a welcome back or homecoming
Sunday in early September because the families that have been in vacation
mode have now returned and the normal service schedule resumes.
It seems to me that St. John’s has been on a “semi-break” with the choir
and church school off and family vacations happening, but we maintained
our two Sunday services, weekly bible study with a healing Eucharist following and have even added an additional bible study on Wednesday
evenings. We have also held four fun events during these months: Spaghetti
Supper, Classic Car Rally, Casino trip and an Ice Cream Social. We continue
this event series with our Fall Festival on Saturday, September 12th and then
our annual rummage sale October 1-3 we hope you will participate by volunteering or attending!
(continued on page 4)

St. John’s Rummage Sale Coming Soon!
Thursday, Oct 1 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Friday & Sat., Oct 2 - 3 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Sunday, Sept. 6 Choir starts

Saturday, Sept. 12 Fall Festival
10 am - 11 pm
Sun., Sept. 13 Sunday School starts
Sunday, Sept. 13 Outreach meeting
After 10:30 service
Sunday, Sept. 20 vestry meeting
12 pm
monday, Sept. 14, 21 & 28
Inquirer’s Classes
7 pm - 8 pm
Saturday, Sept. 19 memorial Service
for rick Walker -reception in
Social Hall following Service
11 am
Wed, Sept. 30-rummage Sale Setup
Sunday, October 4, men’s Group
breakfasts return

St. John’s Ice Cream Social a Big Hit at Westland Farmers Market!

Our St. John’s Ice Cream Social at the Farmer’s Market
on Thursday, August 6 was a huge success! We had ten volunteers assisting with the event, including two of Fr. Steve’s
sisters. In addition to serving ice cream we also invited the
crafters who were at the market to join us for our Fall Festival.
The mayor of Westland joined us for conversation and

several of our parishioners came out to enjoy some summer
fun and delicious treats. We made $300 at this fundraiser,
but more importantly it was a wonderful chance for fellowship, service and to spread the word to the broader community about what is happening at St. John’s!
Thanks to Mary Vellardita for organizing and publicizing
this event! Thanks also to everyone who volunteered and
those who supported the effort!
Even Mayor Wild stopped by to visit and
enjoy one of our root beer floats!!

(more photos on page 2)
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St. John’s Ice Cream Social Team Hard at Work!
This fun community event raised around $300,
but more importantly it helped St. John’s
promote good will and take an active role in
our popular Westland Farmers Market!

Saturday,
Sept. 12 10 am - 11 pm
Invite your family and friends
(see flyer on last page)
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Food Pantry at St. John’s

Doing Our Part to Help Feed the Hungry
Did you know that in Wayne County it is estimated that there are 377,630* individuals who are food insecure? This
means that they do not have the resources to purchase enough food to eat each day. As Christians, we are called to feed
the hungry and so one of our parishioners, Joan Cady started our parish food pantry in September 2014.
On the second Thursday of each month we give food to approximately 14 households and this number continues to
grow. Currently we are stocking a variety of items including cooking oil, tea, coffee, hot chocolate, pasta, sauce, soups,
condiments, canned vegetables, cereal, tuna, crackers, sugar and flour.
We rely completely on your generosity to help us stock our
shelves so we would like to invite everyone to bring in some food
items on the first Sunday of every month to whichever service you
attend. There will be a box at each entrance of the church to collect
these products and you may always drop items off at the office
any business day during the month from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. If
you would like to volunteer to assist with this ministry please talk
with Joan or contact our parish secretary, Charmaine at 734-7215023.
There are plans to add a freezer to the food pantry and conversations are already happening to have a community garden behind
the rectory next spring to grow fresh vegetables for this very important ministry. Thank you for your ongoing support!
* Map the Meal Gap 2015: Food Insecurity and Child Food Insecurity
Estimates at the County Level. Feeding America, 2015

Shown from left to right: St. John’s parishoner Joan Cady,
one of our Food Pantry recipients and Fr. Steve Domienik
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A Letter from the Bishop on Guidelines and Reminders for Same Sex Marriages
Regarding Decisions Made at the General Convention
Dear Sisters and brothers in Christ:
As with the decision in 2012 to permit the blessing of same gender relationships, it is clear to me that we are not of one
mind in the diocese about these decisions. However, after conversation with the Standing Committee of the Diocese, with
several senior clergy and others, I am prepared to give a framework for how we will proceed.
First, beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, 2015 (november 29), I will permit the solemnization of gay and lesbian
marriages in this diocese. While this may seem to some as a “given”, I assure you it is not. The actions of the Church are
very different from decisions rendered by the Supreme Court that cover civil actions only. Some bishops of our Church
have formally rejected the Episcopal Church’s action. However, as an outspoken advocate that same-sex unions can be
equally reflective of the teachings of Scripture regarding fidelity, mutual sacrifice and shared service as are unions between
male and female partners, I am thankful for the decisions our Church has made. I know that many of you are overjoyed
and I honor that. I also know that some among us are not joyful and I honor that as well.
Some have challenged me on waiting until Advent 1. My reasons are:
1) two marriage rites have been authorized for trial use beginning on that
St. John’s Episcopal Church
day (please see Resolution A054). While I could permit earlier use, I have
STaFF
always stated that I would work within the guidelines of the church as exrev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
pressed via General Convention; that is still my intention.
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
2) We need time to make sure that the policy we put in place covers all pos- charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
sible circumstances as fairly and “equally” as possible.
stjohnswestland@gmail.com
3) As I stated above, as we are not of one mind on this matter, I want our Dana hull, Music Director
household to have the time/space to embrace this change with all grace Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons
while being sensitive to those who may disagree. I realize that for some
OFFICErS
waiting for four months may seem unreasonable, but please understand I Ken Kowalski, SeniorWarden
am seeking to keep the household whole and healthy.
Don Streeter, Co-Junior Warden
It is my sincere hope and prayer that as we live into the new reality of Kim Goeman, Co-Junior Warden
equal marriage for all, we will, as a community of believers, find more and Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
more ways to embrace and include all of God’s children in the sacramental
2015 VESTry MEMBErS
and missional life of the Church. As beloved children of God, we are called
Gail MacDonald, Sonya Kowalski, leslie
to do nothing less.
caulfield, Sharon Scott, Kathleen Walker,
Peace and blessings,
neil Barbu, Ken coyne, Jim Godbout and
The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs Jr., 10th Bishop, Diocese of Michigan
cheryl Montgomery
We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing one
of your miracle stories with us. It may be a simple, ordinary event or
something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story is submitted by Catherine Lynn Coleman
One winter evening on my way home from a dinner, I was driving down a dark country road and you could only
see car headlights. I skidded on a patch of ice and went off the road into a wet field and all I could see was darkness.
I did not know where I was going and I could not stop the car. I prayed and prayed. The car lights showed a tree up
ahead and I was going straight to that tree. I asked God, please don’t let me hurt myself bad and I begged that my face
would not be all cut up. You see, I was not afraid of hitting the tree, but was afraid of body injury. Does it make sense
to be afraid of one thing and not the other? Just when I was about to hit that big tree the car turned and the passenger
side of the car hit the tree.
Thanks be to God the master was there for me! He is and always will be God! That is my miracle story for that day!
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Community Outreach

New Committee Forming this Month
Outreach is an important part of all Christian congregations. Jesus encourages us to: go out and visit the sick
and those in prison, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give money to the poor, help those in trouble, shelter the
homeless and comfort the afflicted. being a follower of Christ means more than just attending church services.
Several parishioners have been serving the surrounding community in various ways over the years. Their enthusiasm and energy for specific projects has motivated us to join them in their endeavors. The work of outreach,
however, requires more than just a few individuals it beckons our entire parish to be involved at some level.
With this in mind, Fr. Steve is currently putting together an Outreach Committee. This group will be identifying
new outreach opportunities, publicizing activities, recruiting volunteers and deciding how and where to distribute
our outreach funds that are part of our yearly budget.
This group will gather for the first time on Sunday, September 13 after the 10:30 am service
and will determine future meeting dates. If you
would like to participate in this important ministry, please contact Fr. Steve.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
rev. Steve Domienik

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

10:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

Weekday Worship - Tuesdays
11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:30 am
11:30 am

bible Study
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
6:30 pm
bible Study

parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

From Father Steve - continued
On a personal note, my summer has been very busy. I finished my
responsibilities in Connecticut, worked at the General Convention
of our Episcopal Church in Salt Lake City, utah for two weeks and
then packed and moved to Westland. I greatly appreciate the wonderful reception I received here in July and I love the rectory with
all of the beautiful renovations! Thank you to everyone for working
so diligently to welcome me to St. John’s!
I hope you have had a restful summer break and I invite you to
join with me as we move into September together. There are numerous opportunities for you to become involved in our parish family.
We are starting up Stewardship and Outreach Committees, diving
into the study of our scriptures, expanding our choir as well as our
altar guild, acolytes, ushers, lectors and Eucharistic ministers. We
would love to have you participate in one of these important ministries! please feel free to talk with me anytime about them.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

St. John’S EpiScopal church invites you to our 2015

Saturday
September 12
10 am - 11 pm

Food • Beer Tent • Entertainment
Craft Show • Silent auction
Bounce House* & Children’s activities
Please join us for this fun community event!
MaJOr SPONSOrS
Michigan Chiropractic Specialists - Dr. amanda apfelblat
WCa assessing • State representative Bob Kosowski
Westland City Council President James Godbout/
Councilmen adam Hammons/Dewey reeves & Bill Johnson
SPONSOrS
Mayor William r. Wild • Don Nicholson Enterprises
Wayne County Commissioner richard LeBlanc
Men on the Move • Wayne-Westland Federal Credit Union
Upstairs/Downstairs remodeling • John & Joan Harmon
Harold & Joan Smith • rod aston
*FREE admission to Bounce House with any festival purchase!
Craft Show 10 am - 3 pm. Silent Auction ends at 9 pm.
Event proceeds go to our food pantry and building fund.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne rd., Westland, MI 48186

For more info call

(734) 721-5023

