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Camp
teaches
riders
the basics

By Meredith Polley
FOR THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Katy Minch is convinced she
never will get her driver’s
license.

After test-riding some cars at
Kennywood, the 8-year-old Cas-
tle Shannon girl has decided
that horses should be her main
source of transportation.

“If I don’t own a herd, I'll just
hide one in my garage, like a
car,” she said. “It'll just be safer
for everyone.”

Katy said she can't wait until
she can buy her own “mansion
barn.” For now, she and 11 other
horse lovers are at least learn-
ing the basics of riding and car-
ing for horses at a week-long
camp in South Park.

As part of Dave and Mary
Amoroso’s second horse-camp
session this summer, the chil-
dren get to ride, bathe, feed and
groom the 10 horses and ponies
housed in the couple’s stable.

By the end of the week, the
campers will be able to recog-
nize horse-care equipment, as
well as the proper way to wash,
brush and bridle a horse. Visits
from a blacksmith and a horse
dentist will teach the children
about cleaning hooves and
teeth.

The Amorosos have been
holding the camp officially for a
few years now but said they long
have been aware of children’s
interest in their animals.

“Everyone always wants a
ride or to hang out at the barn,”
Mary Amoroso said. “They
might as well learn, too.”

The children range in age and
levels of experience, The
youngest camper circling the
pony ring Monday was only 5'%
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Mary Amoroso (front right) conducts an instructional ride during horse camp Monday at Horses Unlimited in South Park.

South Park

— she and a few others are taking
private riding lessons. Many of
the riders, all younger than 11,
were returning for a second year.
Whether sporting an actual rid-
ing or bicycle helmet, none of the
campers could wait for his or her
turn to trot around the ring.
Discussing favorite steeds,
future equestrian careers and a
mutual love of horses, the children
only had one complaint about car-
ing for their favorite animals,
“You get used to the smell after
about two days,” said Michael
Columbus, 10, of Brentwood. “Pick-
ing up poop is the only bad part.”
On the other hand, Michael and
Cassie Nadzum, 9, of Brentwood,
could guickly agree on their
favorite part.
“Tank! both campers screamed.
“He is the biggest, the strongest

and the coolest,” Michael said of
the largest and only full-size horse
in the Amorosos’ barn.

Dave Amoroso said most of the
animals they own are trained for
such riders and have fairly ami-
able dispositions. On Monday, the
campers rode Star, a horse that
has been with Amoroso for about
20 years.

“That’s longer than my mar-
riage,” he said.

Horses are a full-time job for
the Amorosos who, until this sum-
mer, also had been giving pony
rides around the ring at the South
Park Fairgrounds. After missing
the deadline for the bidding this
year, when the county sent the
paperwork to a wrong address,
the Amorosos are fighting to
regain their spot.

Through their business called
Horses Unlimited, the Amorosos
still are plenty busy with private
lessons and another horse camp

in August.

Camp sessions take place from
10 a.m. to about 1:15 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. Cost is $225.

Even if the ecamp is only four
days long, the young riders said
they can’t get enough of the horses.

Maria Carbonara, 7, of Peters,
said she likes being so tall when
she's on a horse’s back.

Cassie said she loves riding
because it's carefree. And Katy
said she likes that no rules delay
riders while riding horses, unlike
vehicles and traffic jams.

Although there may not be
many rules, Mary Amoroso is
teaching her campers good form
and technique. As each rider
mounted to ride around the ring,
she called instructions.

“Shoulders back. Toes up.
Pinkies in. And a big smile.”

Meredith Polley is a freelance
writer.



