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Dear Friends
Our beautiful church is open for private prayer
After a lot of preparation and some physically hard work our
beautiful ‘church in the woods’ is ready to open for private
prayer. On Tuesday and Wednesday last week a team of
workers, all with their own area of church to clean and keeping
at a social distance worked vigorously to deep clean the building
that had been closed for sixteen weeks. A massive thank you to
Emma, Lexi, Pauline, Sharon, Jakki, Pat, Sue Luck, Jon, Roger
and team leader and chief organiser Angela. It looks and smells
greatl. I spent this morning (Saturday) putting new altar linen
on, hand sanitisers out and notices up and we are now ready to
open tomorrow morning.

I

know
that
this is only the first small step back to normality
and that some of you will not be able to come back
for some time. The building inside is not
what we might call ‘normal’ because many things
have had to be taken out and the pews roped off.
There are, easily cleanable, plastic chairs for people
to sit on if they wish. For the time being the church
will be open on a Sunday morning 9.30am12.30pm and on a Wednesday afternoon 2-5pm.
Hopefully we will gradually increase what we do,
looking towards the beginning of September for the
first full worship service, and then the maximum
we are allowed is thirty and that is indeed the

maximum number we can fit into our church whilst social distancing. I will keep you all fully
informed as we go along.
Togetherness
Once again you were all amazing when on Thursday we said our farewell to our dear friend
Val. Thank you to the many, many people who came out to say goodbye. It was very
moving as we prayed together at the lytch gate before leaving for Bluebell Cemetery. I’ve
had a number of messages to say it was so good to be able to share in the service via
webcam. For any of you that would still like to view the service you should be able to do so
from Monday or Tuesday of this coming week. It will remain on the system for 28 days.
The log in details are www.obitus.com
User name: Tufi3113
Password: 534696
Jon’s car cleaning services – Jon is offering to clean your car in exchange for a donation
for either the church or Community Cupboard Food Bank. He says,
‘Your car too could look like this’. He does an amazing job, I
know because he did mine a couple of weeks ago and Dons this
morning. If you would like yours done please contact Jon on
07464318938 and he will book you in.
Church Crossword How did you do? I didn’t do too badly, I scored
9. I couldn’t answer how many rectors were listed on the board in
church or what the gospel writer John held in his hand.
And now to the Sunflower Seeding – Jane
and George Smith sent me this photo last
week telling me that they only had success
with one seed from the batch but my
goodness what a height it is, the flower
head hasn’t appeared yet but it’s got time
and I’m sure it’s on its way. Thanks for the photograph Jane and
George. Hope yours are still growing and I look forward to seeing
your photographs when they come into flower.
We have two birthdays in the coming week we say Happy Birthday
to Heather Chalk on Monday 6th July and to Tricia Townsend next
Saturday the 10th. I hope you both have a lovely day whatever your
plans are.
Although the weather has cooled down and been rather
unpredictable during the past week I hope you have been able to at
least get out into your garden for some fresh air and enjoy the
beauty of God’s creation. Every day I thank God for the loveliness that surrounds me and
the privilege of having a large, beautiful and peaceful garden, peaceful that is until the
grandchildren arrive, but what joy they bring. We have enjoyed some lovely times together
from super soaker water gun fights, to penalty shoot outs to impromptu games of rounders,
where the rules are made up as we go along. Because the garden is so large we have been
able to do all this whilst social distancing (most of the time at least!)

Prayer and Worship
Thank you so much for your feedback on last week’s worship. I was even sent a short video
of Moya watching the service here in West Kingsdown with her son and daughter-in-law
Phillip and Barbara in Wiltshire via Skype. I think that must be a first!
This is the link for this week’s service https://youtu.be/CEHBDPdnque just click on it when
you want to view. It does not go live until 7am on Sunday 5th July. It is also loaded on to
our church website. Again I urge you to try and view it at a time we would normal be in
church together. It was all recorded inside this week and so I hope the sound quality is
much clearer.
I know that there are quite a number of you that are unable to view the service but I attach
a copy of the order of service for you to pray through by yourself.
As each week goes past it becomes more and more difficult to stay focused on prayer and
worship when we are not meeting together.
Reminders of all the ways you can engage with worship
In my weekly letter during lockdown I shared with you the various ways that you can
engage with worship in your homes and I list them here again as a reminder. Why not try
something new this week. Establishing a daily/weekly ryhthm of worship and prayer is
important for our spiritual well-being.
Firstly there is
 the weekly Sunday Worship sheet attached
 the daily Morning Prayer service for Ascension through to Pentecost (in last weeks
mailing).
 Sunday Worship 10.15am on BBC 1 television
 Songs of Praise 1.15pm BBC 1 television
 Daily Hope, free phone line 0800 804 8044 where you can listen to hymns,
reflections and prayers
For those with internet access
 visit the diocesan website www.rochester.anglican.org/worship-online and share in
the various prayers, sermons, reflections that are there as well as the weekly Choral
Evensong service hosted by the Canon Presentor of the cathedral
 each Sunday morning at 9am there is a virtual serivce, sometimes this is Eucharistic,
hosted on the Church of England website www.churchofengland.org This service can
also be listened to on BBC radio.
 Daily meditation - Pray As You Go https://pray-as-you-go.org/ or Sacred Space
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
 Before you go to sleep listen in to the Bible Sleep App – Bible Sleep Talk Down, I will
be with you.
You all remain in my thoughts and prayers.
Every blessing Rev Sarah

