LENTEN GATHERINGS IN MARCH - WHO IS JESUS?
6—7:30 PM IN THE COMMUNITY LIFE CENTER
SUPPER INCLUDED
SPECIAL GUESTS WILL JOIN US TO ADD TO THE CONVERSATION!

March 2020
Dear Chris…
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Child Care Provided – Open to All – A Whole Church Community Event
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Each Thursday in March, we will gather for a simple meal and important work around this question,
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“Who is Jesus?”

March 5 Self assessment and Exploring of our Jesus knowledge.
March 12 Some differing views, a variety that we need to know.
March 19 Jesus in America, Our Christian Legacy

March 26 Special night! Veggie Potluck, the Coming of Jesus and
the issues of today. This gathering is co-sponsored by the Justice and Witness
Committee and the Green Church Committee.

If 6 pm is too early, come when you can,
we’ll keep supper warm.
Share a ride! Invite your friends! Lent is here!

Join your friends and family for a night of board and card
games at 5:30 pm on March 22 in the Community Life Center following a
Potato and Salad Bar supper. What to bring? A topping for potatoes and/
or salad and your favorite card or board game! This will be a great time
to get to know folks in our congregation around some fun games!

The youth of the church will deliver a message of
“Love Who? Love How?” Please join us as our youth share their
reflections from their recent Winter Youth Retreat with the
congregation. You will be in for a treat and truly inspired by
these amazing youth.
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Who Is Jesus? Part 2
March is for us fully
immersed in the Lenten season of
the church. This time of preparation
for Holy Week, a time for ritual
reflection and renewal, seems a perfect
time to ask the question I raised last month. The simple question at
first seems to be a Christianity 101 or intro the faith. But, that is far
from the truth. Who is Jesus? Is an ongoing question on our faith
journey. So, this Lent we are going to look at this question.
We plan to do it three ways: 1) in the newsletter articles
for Feb-April, 2) As part of sermons for the Lenten Season, and 3) the
subject of our yearly Lenten gatherings on Thursdays in March. (SEE
LENTEN STUDY ARTICLE) This is becoming a very important question as
our country continues to divide and we see division on so many
levels. Church values are one of those places. The variety of ways
people see and define Jesus calls upon all of us to pause and ask the
question, “Who is Jesus?” in our lives, in our church, in our
communities, and throughout the relationships we are in, what role
does Jesus play? What role should he play? How is it looked at
differently among others, even people we know?
What is our hopeful outcome for journey of discovery?
Please remember as believers, we have realized that Jesus’ journey to
the cross only brought meaning when those who went before us
themselves discovered the truth of Jesus. It began to bring people and
communities together. In identifying who Jesus is, our Lenten hope is

to understand ourselves and each other more than we do now. We
pray that it gives us important strands of love that can create more
unity than division. Understanding our differences is a step away from
our own “rightness” and learning to see others in a new light. I
believe the work of the church is to build community.
Misunderstanding or not knowing only builds dissension and worse
hatred. If we can see Jesus more clearly, maybe we can learn to love
more dearly!
Identifying who Jesus is will entail all the elements of faith,
those we both love and dislike. It encompasses sin and judgement,
Jesus as one who will return, the building of the Kingdom of God,
and forgiveness to degrees we sometimes have trouble accepting. It
means looking at differences with a light toward healing as Jesus was
about, but knowing that conflict has always been a part of even
Jesus’ life. We will further search the importance being citizens of the
world while at the same time being receivers of the Kingdom Jesus
ushered in.
Finally, know that this is a journey of self-understanding as
well. This Lent we are called upon to name what we know, even
what we don’t know and doubt so when we again come to the cross,
we will see the Jesus we know more clearly. I pray you are willing to
go on this journey. We need each other and out time at worship,
hopefully our Thursday experiences this month will be the Lenten
experience that creates change, growth, but most importantly love.
This is the love that allowed even Jesus to die for us. I await the
journey with you.

SENIOR PASTOR’S
BIBLE STUDY

Love, Randy

“Knights of the North Castle”
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in Library
will be held Sunday June 21-24!
The Gospel of Matthew:
Look for
The First Gospel? Continued...
details in the
next Torch.
We continue into the heart of the Matthew and the teaching
There will be
sections that set this Gospel apart from the others. Looking for what makes Matthew
unique and why the writer emphasizes certain teachings is a helpful guide to
lots of
understanding the early Christian community that created this Gospel and allows us to opportunities
get a glimpse into who Jesus is for us even today. We will continue to do verse by
to become
verse study of this book allowing us to hear the story of Jesus and how Gospel,
involved.
sharing the good news, is presented. Join us!
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Easter Egg Hunt
and Hot Dog Lunch
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Hot
Dog lunch will be Sunday, April 5 in the
Community Life
Center. There will be
crafts and cookie
decorating for the
children, a yummy
hot dog lunch, and
an Easter Egg Hunt
following lunch. The church is invited to lunch.
What is needed? Candy for our children to
receive from the egg hunt. Bring your bags of
wrapped candy in starting Sunday March 15.
There will be boxes for collection in the atrium
and narthex.

COOL/EDGE
March 1
March 6
March 15
March 29

(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)

Youth Sunday Preparation
Serve Meal at Allied Churches of Alamance County—Arrive at Allied Churches on
Fisher Street at 6 pm to cut desserts and prepare to serve.
Youth Sunday Preparation
Youth Sunday—all lead worship in the morning—Pizza at Pandora’s following
worship

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

No KICK group today!
Peace for the World—Jesus and his Mission of Peace—Peace flag—Mission
Suitcase game
Finding Your Own Peace—Sufi—Dhat’s Magical Journey—Story Board creation
Finding Your Own Peace—Sub-Saharan African—African Mask—other activity
Ampe (AHM-pay) –Peaceful feeling activity
Finding Your Own Peace—Sick Woman Who Finds Peace (Christian) Make doves
and Easter Cards

Volume 24, Issue 3

Page 4

Active Aging to see American Democracy Exhibit
The Active Aging group will carpool to visit the Smithsonian Museum’s Traveling Exhibit, American
Democracy, on Friday, March 20. The group will leave from the church at 10:00 to travel to the Greensboro
Historical Museum for the 11:00 self-guided tour. This exhibit documents the struggle for voting rights beginning
with the Battle of Alamance in 1771 until modern times. The exhibit explains how major minority groups such as
women, African-Americans and Native Americans struggled for the right to vote in the United States. It also includes
a section dealing with ways that have been used in this country to disenfranchise groups at various times in our
history. This exhibit will be traveling across the country but this is the only stop in the Southeastern United States.
There is no admission charge for this exhibit. To register for this trip, look in the bulletin and fill out the insert. Please indicate whether or not
you would be able to drive a car if needed. After the tour of the exhibit, the group will go to Lucky 32 for lunch.
Beginning March 1, the Board of Christian Education will be setting up a coffee and hot
tea bar in the Community Life Center. This will give those coming to Sunday School and worship
an opportunity to stop by and get a beverage before Sunday School or worship. Come early for
Sunday School or worship for a cup of coffee or tea and a chance to mingle a few minutes.

Sunday afternoon, the 9th of February, a guitar,
mandolin, uke and one old timey voice jammed to blue grass,
folk and gospel tunes in the Fellowship Room. We even took
short hums on kazoos. The March meeting of Dancing with
Bears is coming up on March 8 at 3:30 pm in the Fellowship
Room. Bring your voice, and an instrument if you play one.
Some words and music provided. Snacks to follow! Questions:
Zo Tanczo, 336-380-0407 or zogogirl@yahoo.com

The Morning and Evening Circles of
the Women's Fellowship will meet together on
the evening of March 2, 2020. The Morning and
Evening Circles will meet separately in upstairs
classrooms at 5:30 pm and then meet together
at 6:00 pm for a Covered Dish Dinner followed
by a special program and Business Meeting. The
Reverend Dr. Jackie McHenry, a Disciples of
Christ ordained minister and Interim Minister of the First Christian Church of
Reidsville, N.C., will present our program based on our year-long study of The
Ten Commandments and how they apply to our twenty-first century lives.
All the women of the church are invited to attend our meetings each
month as we renew our spiritual lives and learn of ways that we can serve our
church and community.

The Mission Board is hosting a school supply drive
to benefit the ACE Classroom Closet. Teachers can purchase
a $30 membership to the closet and in return receive
$1000 worth of school supplies. This March we will collect
items to re-stock the closet for local teachers. The high use
items they are in need of are: wide rule/college notebook
paper, paper towels, pop up disinfectant wipes, student
pencil sharpeners, and Expo dry erase markers.
The Classroom Closet also sponsors an open house
for teachers where they can grab a wide variety of items.
Items needed include: any type of gently used/new items
(ie. books (all levels, Fiction/Non-Fiction, math workbooks,
social studies, maps, science), Craft items, organizational
carts, Dry erase bulletin boards, games, puzzles, and sports
items (basketballs, dodge balls, tennis racquets, hoola hoops,
footballs, soccer balls, jump ropes). Contact Racheal
Stimpson (rstimpso@vt.edu) with questions or concerns.
Thank you for helping to support local educators
and their classrooms!
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We are excited to welcome back husband/wife duo, Crosby Lane. They will be leading our music
during the service on April 19. Originally from Greenville, Mississippi, John Lemonis grew up steeped in the
music and stories of the Mississippi Delta. After moving to Nashville, John would become a multi-Dove Award,
SGMA, and Diamond Award-nominated songwriter, arranger, and artist. His work includes songs recorded by Joy
Williams (the Civil Wars), Point of Grace, Michael W. Smith, Cherie Adams (Avalon), Barbara Fairchild, Mark
Harris, Brian Free & Assurance, and numerous others in Gospel, Christian, Country, Pop, Print/Choral, and Children's music. His numerous Broadway-style musicals have been recognized by Industry leaders. John has worked
for NSAI (Nashville Songwriters Association International) as a panelist and for GMA (the Gospel Music Association) as a professional song critic. Also, John has sung on dozens of national and regional jingles. Michaela
Lemonis is originally from Anchorage, Alaska, and has played multiple instruments since she was a child. Music
had already made an appearance in her family. Her great uncle, Fluke Holland played drums with Johnny Cash for forty years. He was also the
drummer for the Million Dollar Quartet recording which featured Cash, Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Carl Perkins. Michaela's love for folk
music shapes her unique contribution to the group, including playing mandolin and guitar. Crosby Lane has crafted the laid-back sensibilities of a
"Nashville songwriters night" presentation in an intimate setting sharing the stories behind the songs and writers (many of whom cannot tell
their own stories) with fresh renditions of favorite songs, including church hymns, classic folk and pop songs, and original songs by John and
Michaela which feature unforgettable characters and stories. Learn more about them at https://crosbylane.com/home!
Come Join The
Walking

Group at ECC
On February 24 at 7:00 pm, the Soaring High Book
Club will meet to discuss Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of
Faith. Deborah Heiligman’s biography, written 200 years after
Darwin’s birth, stands out as an insightful story, accessible to both
young readers and the young-at-heart. In it, we get an insider’s
view of life with the Darwins – listing the pros and cons of
marriage, caring for a sick child, taking a morning walk in the
garden, or spending time with Mr. Darwin in his study (a child
playing quietly at his feet). This unique interpretation allows
readers to “discover two brilliant thinkers whose marital dialectic
will provide rich fodder for discussions of science and faith." - Kirkus Reviews

On Tuesday and Thursday
mornings a few of us are walking at the
church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us
at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings. Questions? See Sharon Wheeler.

Thank you, Prayer Shawl knitters! The beautiful pink and gray shawl, delivered by Ellen Martin, coordinator, brought the comfort and
love of our church and of God, as Margaret recovers from her broken hip.
- Margaret McTaggart, Sue and Dan Kuhn
Elon Community Church members are awesome! The prayers, thoughts, visits, emails, cards, and meals delivered have meant so much
to us as I received treatment for breast cancer. You have inspired, comforted, and strengthened us on our journey since I received my diagnosis
in August. We have wondered how people can manage such setbacks without the love of a church community. Thank you so much.
- Sue and Dan Kuhn
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Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food purchases
and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are given a hot meal. Five
servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts
for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be
defrosted a day or two earlier. Your group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in
the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your
going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request
through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by
the ACAC staff. Arrival time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving
March 6
Youth
August 7
Trustees Board
time and cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts,
April 3
Green Church
September 4
Deacons Board
spaghetti straps, or sandals. You will be asked to wear an
May 1
Sr. Pastor SS Class
October 2
Evangelism Board
apron, hairnet and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you
June 5
Chancel Choir
November 6
Book Club
July 3
Women's Fellowship
December 4
Seekers SS Class
for your support of this very vital program!

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer reported that 2020 is off to a remarkable start financially, with a $16K surplus on record at the end of January.
Deacons will post a chart naming the deacon that serves each of the 9 “color groups.” Some Care Groups have met already. They have also
structured an intercessory prayer ministry, which will be implemented by the pastors.
Trustees were relieved that the new roof and gutters were completed before the recent storms! More good news is that a loan will not be
needed to finance the repairs, thanks to the generosity of church members. Replacing the HVAC system is the final phase of the “Conserving and
Preserving” efforts begun late last fall. You may notice new LEDs lighting the back parking lot, recommended as part of a recent Energy audit.
Board of Christian Education served a meal at the Allied Churches’ shelter this month, and assisted Youth and their parents at the Valentine’s
Day luncheon. Thanks to generous support from the congregation, the Youth raised $847 that day! The CE Board will meet for their annual
planning retreat at Pastor Sharon’s home on Saturday, Feb. 15.
Missions & Outreach Board is setting up opportunities for ECC to make a difference in our community in 2020. Expect to see collection boxes for
school supplies and feminine products that will go to local schools. Look for a Rise Against Hunger meal packaging event, where volunteers of all
ages work together to assemble thousands of meals in a few hours.
Board of Evangelism is considering ways to reach (and support) families of children in our Youth and music programs who are not church
members. This initiative is referred to as “Second Congregation” by Pastor Randy.
Women’s Fellowship continues their study of the Ten Commandments on the 1st Monday of each month. Soaring High Book Club meets monthly
on the 4th Monday evening. This month’s book is Somerset Homecoming: Recovering a Lost Heritage, in honor of Black History Month.
Pastor Sharon reports to Church Council as Associate Minister and also represents Youth Fellowship. This month, she helped coordinate Scout
Sunday, the Valentine luncheon, the Winter Youth Retreat, a Lock-In for the younger-youth, a Super Bowl party, and led an educational series on
Peace for the KICK children. She is also working with area ministers and area churches on several initiatives to serve schools. She preached here
at ECC on Feb. 2 and is planning a dialogue sermon with Rev. LaShauna Austria in recognition of Women’s Sunday on March 1.
Pastor Randy missed February’s Council meeting to travel with his wife Bev to Ohio that weekend, to support her mother Jeannette, who was
having emergency surgery. We appreciated having former ECC pastor Dan Kuhn to supply the sermon that Sunday morning, so that Pastor Sharon
could be available to support the Youth with the Valentine Luncheon that day.
The Moderator, Ted Henson, introduced a recommendation from the Council subcommittee tasked with evaluating the composition of Church
Council. An amendment to the Constitution of ECC was pre-approved by Council (and will be brought before the Congregation in December). In
the meantime, the Council will continue to be represented by 1 member from each of the 5 Boards, as has been customary in recent years. Note
that the minor wording changes do invite any groups recognized as “Fellowships” to elect a representative to Church Council. This could affect
Green Church Committee and the Active Aging Group.
“Church Night” Calendar – Council voted to change the dates of two upcoming “2nd Sunday” meetings to avoid conflicts with Easter Sunday and
Mother’s Day. New dates are April 19 and May 17. Please make a note. Boards will probably want to follow suit.

By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Wednesday—TAI CHI
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at Hwy 55
Burgers, Shakes and Fries off of University Drive in
Burlington on Friday, March 20 at 5:30 pm. Please
sign up on the insert if you plan to attend. If you
make a reservation and find you cannot attend,
please let the church office know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Charlotte Reynolds Wright
Sarah Foley
Kathy Futch
Katie Tang
Marianne Smith
Karen Lewis
Barbara Eyes
Billy Futch
Sallie Kiser
Garrett Edwards
Madison Keeney
Lee Long
Jane McLelland
Gayle Pollard
Wendy McBride
James Rose
Bob Ayers
April Simpson-Coble
Tom Lucier
Faye Conally
Ron Steele
Anna Covington
Jonathan Chapman
Beth Coker
Bob Abrahamson
Meredith Griffin Harrison
Ken Harper
John Henderson
Lauren Bourne
Don Fisher
Jim Starr
Holly Wroblewski
Grace Jones

3/4
3/4
3/4
3/6
3/7
3/7
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/14
3/15
3/15
3/15
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/21
3/21
3/23
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/28
3/28
3/29
3/31
3/31

March 1, 2020

Altar Flowers: Hugh and Carol Comfort
Greeters: Hugh and Carol Comfort
Ushers: Susanne Doolittle, Gayle Pollard,
Patty Welborn, Joanne Merical
Acolyte: Thomas Gregory
Liturgist: Whitney Gregory
Parking Lot Greeter: Cindy Hammond
Deacon on Call: Betty Griffin
Communion Deacons: Connie Martin, Connie
Canova, Whitney Gregory, Grace Jones

March 8, 2020

Altar Flowers: Wayne and Caroline Holmes
Greeters: Charlie and Joanne Merical
Ushers: Tom Powell, William Fisher,
Jacob Mauney, Judy Mauney
Acolyte: Andrea Leeds
Liturgist: Ted Henson
Parking Lot Greeter: Tom Powell
Deacon on Call: Bev Orwig

March 15, 2020

Altar Flowers: Jane Alexander
Greeters: Chris and Whitney Gregory
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Ralph Waller, George Spivey
Acolyte: Grier Ingalls
Liturgist: Hal and Packard Clifton
Parking Lot Greeter: Hal Clifton
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin

March 22, 2020

Altar Flowers: Katherine Floyd
Greeters: Katherine Floyd
Ushers: Hugh Comfort, Carol Comfort
Loudelle King
Acolyte: Madison Gregory
Liturgist: Jess Johnson
Parking Lot Greeter: Chris Gregory
Deacon on Call: Connie Canova

March 29, 2020—Youth Sunday

Fabian Lujan and Sandra Sarlinga 3/4
Tom and Suzanne Lucier
3/7
Tom and Faye Conally
3/28

Altar Flowers: Judy Foxworth & Debbie Thorpe
Greeters: Judy Foxworth & Debbie Thorpe
Ushers: Charlie Merical, Jim Starr,
Joanne Merical, Jeremy Wood
Acolyte: Abby Stimpson
Liturgist: Youth Group
Parking Lot Greeter: Matt Stimpson
Deacon on Call: Manda Stiegel

