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Thankful ~ Grateful ~ Blessed
Call Day …..
A couple of weeks ago both of our seminar ies, Concor dia Seminar y in St. Louis and
Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, held their Call Days. On Call Day the third
-year students receive their vicarage assignments and the graduating class receive their first calls. Vicarage is a
one-year placement in which a potential pastor serves a congregation or other institution under the supervision of
a pastor and learns some of the practical things a pastor does day to day. He preaches, teaches Bible classes and
confirmation, makes visits and attends meetings. He learns to love his people and how to serve them. At the end
of the one year the student goes back to the seminary for one more year of academic classes.
For me, and most other s, Call Day is the culmination of four year s of har d wor k. You sit in the pew of the
chapel and participate in the Worship service but I couldn’t tell you much about it because my mind was on
where I would be heading. The process is that we were sitting in alphabetic order and they start calling the
candidates up. You wait in line waiting your turn. Donald Coulter, Ohio District, Zion Lutheran Church in
Ashtabula, Ohio. The placement director hands you an envelope, you shuffle along shaking hands and go back to
your seat. They tell you not to open the envelope during the service but that directive is universally ignored. You
start to think, where is this? How large is the congregation? Am I ready to be a pastor? What will it be like?
After Call Day there are still six more weeks of classes and it is really hard to concentrate on your studies
because you are only thinking about your new congregation.
Each Apr il since my Call Day, I listen or watch or r ead about the ser vices. I pr ay for the congr egations
and the candidates. This year I knew two of them, my son-in-law’s two younger brothers. I have spent time
discussing the ministry and seminary with them and followed their progress. On April 30 th, I was at my desk
after a confirmation class and remembered to watch the service, I saw Joe shaking hands with the seminary
president. Jessie Schlie will serve as an associate pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Jefferson City, Missouri
and Joe will serve as an associate pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Perryville, MO.
The chur ch is blessed to have 105 new vicar s and 126 new pastor s. One thing to note is that 15
congregations will not receive a vicar and 22 churches will not receive a new pastor because the need is greater
than the number of men graduating from our seminaries and going through the distance learning path to
ordination. We pray most weeks for God to provide men to enter Word and Sacrament ministry and for women
to serve as deaconesses as well as people to serve as teachers and DCE’s and others involved in church work
vocations. Now is a time to thank God for His blessing His Church with new servants and asking Him to
continue to work in His people for servants going forward.
I take the time to wr ite this to you because we ar e at a cr ucial point in time in the chur ch. Many pastor s
are expected to retire in the next 5-7 years and that number exceeds the expected number of men planning on
entering the pastorate. This will become a shortage in the not too distant future. The other side of the coin is that
many congregations are not able to call a pastor after their pastor leaves, they don’t have the funds or the size to
be able to call a pastor. My former congregation ended up sharing a pastor with a nearby congregation after I
left.
We need to be thinking and pr aying about this tr end in the Chur ch at lar ge and begin to
think about how we, at Athens Lutheran Church can work to share the Gospel with more
people so that the Kingdom of God expands and more new believers will become members of
our congregation.
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Our Gifts to the Lord ~ February 2019
Offering this month:

$13,328.66

Expenses:

$13,470.44

Difference:
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May Birthdays

The Office will be closed
Monday, May 27th

6th
11th
13th
19th
20th
26th

Peggy Sliger
Bobby Kyker
Julie Raulie & Michael Cook
Ronny Smith
Min Oates
Lois Duck

Anniversaries
th

4
Ronny & Joyce Smith
7th Robert & Susan Peglow
20th Eunice & David Brakebill
& Bill & Debbie Zimmer
22nd Jerry & Elizabeth Borchers

Rummage Sale
June 7th & 8th
8am to 3pm Collections taken on 6/2 - 6/5

Start Cleaning & Sorting!!!

Join us for Bible Study on
Wednesday’s at 7pm..

Mornings for Bible Study at 10am.

JUNE 23rd

Lois wants to remind you
to keep recycling… even
your old batteries. We
collected $49.59 last
month. Thanks!!!
Keep up the good work!

Laura & Mark Trentham

Laura was born and raised in Nebraska and attended St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Utica, Nebraska. She moved to Chattanooga, TN in 1987. Laura
was adopted in Nebraska. She has 2 brothers, from her adopted parents. The adoption was in 1964.
Mark is from Charleston, Tennessee and was born and raised a Baptist. He has 4 brothers in Tennessee,
but our parents are deceased.
She met and married Mark on June 16, 1990, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in East
Ridge. They have 1 daughter, Valerie who is 27 years old. They attended First Lutheran
Church in Cleveland, TN from 2001 to 2007… and Valerie was confirmed there. Mark took
the Lutheran Catechism classes and became a Lutheran prior to their marriage.
Mark and Laura divorced in 2007 and Valerie moved with Laura to Mobile, Alabama. In December of
2008 Laura and Valerie moved back to Tennessee… Athens to be exact…. And remarried Mark in
December 2012. Pastor Jace Detrie performed the ceremony here at Athens Lutheran Church. It has been
their church home since 2009. We live in North Athens. Laura has some family living in San Antonio,
Texas so they try to visit when they can.
Laura is a nurse… since 1980, and she works part time for NHC Home Health.
Mark is currently seeking employment.

Valerie and her fiancé, Chris Chandler, moved to Vancouver, Washington last year.

The Meyer Minute ~ May 25th , 2018
Flags ar e placed on the gr aves of veter ans. Her e on campus, as in countless public places thr ough
America, flags call us to remember those who died in the service of our country.
Remember ing the fallen is not only an Amer ican pr actice. In the ear ly fifth centur y B.C. the
Athenian statesman Pericles delivered a speech for the men who had died in the first year of the
Peloponnesian War. “The whole earth is the sepulcher of illustrious men; nor is it the inscription on the
columns in their native land alone that shows their merit, but the memorial of them, better than all
inscriptions in every foreign nation, reposited more durably in universal remembrance than on their own
tombs.” And now Pericles moves from remembering to resolve. “From this very moment, emulating these
noble patterns, placing your happiness in liberty, and liberty in valor, be prepared to encounter all the
dangers of war.” (In William Safire, “Lend Me Your Ears,” 35).
Follower s of J esus also r emember . Many chur ches display plaques of those who died in ser vice of
country. Is there a special resolve that Christians have for the future of our country, a determination we
have to be salt and light in America as our special contribution to the common good of all citizens?
Bishop Fulton Sheen: “The church that would give only a moral tone to secular movements can die of its
own inanition (emptiness)” (In “For All the Saints,” IV, 26). It is not enough to display flags and join
Memorial Day services, but more to resolve as Church to serve selflessly in
neighborhoods and communities in the name of Christ who serves us.
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). If we truly fear and love God, nothing is left
but to serve our fellow man.

