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PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Joe Belanger

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to
rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG – O God beyond All Praising
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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DIGITAL/ACCOUSTIC DUET

Joe Belanger

FIRST READING – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out
my sheep.
I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land.
14

I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on
the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will
feed them with justice.
20

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY – Psalm 95:1-7a
Refrain
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1

Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before God's presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. Refrain
3

For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours. Refrain
5

The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker. Refrain
7a

For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God's pasture and the sheep of God's hand. Refrain

SECOND READING – Ephesians 1:15-23
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
20

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for
the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL – Matthew 25:31-46
Response – Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
34

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
37

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’
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40

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’
44

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Joe Belanger

HYMN OF THE DAY – All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on
the church, the world, and all in need.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all
social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have
been served. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions
among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped
away. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those
who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts
of young people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to
the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around
us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

A TIME OF REFLECTION
OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
Surrounded by evil and bordered by death
We appeal to you,
Our Sovereign, our wisdom, and our Judge.
We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace
And promised an end to injustice and harm.

11

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN – Bread for the World
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous
hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SENDING SONG – Crown Him with Many Crowns (Verses 1-4)

DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

ELW 855

Thanks be to God.
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Prayer Concerns – Mollie Besch and family, Jack and Shirley Bergstedt, Helen Knutson, Susie
Battalion, Margaret Tyson, Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, Jim Ramnes, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen
Ganter.
Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today in memory of Jean Sonsteng by her Bible study
group.
Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Zion’s office hours – The office at Zion is open Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon,
and by appointment. Masks and social distancing are required in the building.
The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts during this
pandemic. You can still mail your offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving
program, we now accept donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank
may also have an automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued
support of the work of the church.
Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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Holy Communion – Beginning Sunday, November 29, Holy Communion will be available for
you. Our Smart Team has approved a plan that, following the Sunday morning virtual
Worship service, the church will be open until noon for people to come in and receive
communion. Masks and physical distancing will be required inside the building. Signs and
directions will also be posted. We will be using a prefilled kit that includes a wafer and grape
juice.
These kits will also be available during our weekday office hours if you would like to pick
them up ahead of time and participate in the sacrament from home while the service is being
broadcast. Call the church with any questions.
Yule Logs: The tradition continues! Instead of making them at the church, kits will be created
for you to pick up and make at home. Each kit will contain the Yule Log, 5 candles, some fresh
greens and bling to make it festive (glue gun and stapler not included). There are a limited
number of kits available, so please call the church to reserve one. Thank you Jaci Nagle for
organizing this project, and to Mike Romslo for providing the birch logs.
Looking Ahead
Sunday, November 29, 9:30 am – First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 6, 9:30 am – Installation of Pastor Mark Peters
Bishop Amy Odgren, presiding and preaching

NOVEMBER STEWARDSHIP VERSE
One of the primary reasons for obtaining wealth
Is to be able to give it to God.
“…remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).
Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving,
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if
you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – Action and Reflection
The story of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 begins with the Son of Man on a throne.
It is an image of a king sitting in judgment. In any era of human history, this image of an allpowerful ruler sitting in judgement would be consistent with our images of power and
authority. What follows runs against all of our expectations. The king connects his presence
to the people who are poor and oppressed. This does not fit our human practices of power.
Even a benevolent leader is not seen in the presence of the least among us.
Though Jesus makes this connection, it is easy to read this story and get hooked into the
power dynamics of judgment. We may wonder if we are a sheep or a goat and think about
this status in an eternal sense as it relates to our relationship with God. This heavy reflection
may lead us to think we might somehow have to earn our way into God’s grace.
The theology of the cross finds Jesus exercising his kingship through the weakness of the
cross. From the resurrection that follows this death, we receive the gift of life. This gift
comes with the freedom to leave aside worries about eternity in favor of attending to faithful
living today. If Jesus frees us from concern about our relationship with God, the story of the
sheep and the goats becomes more of a checklist for grace-filled living than a scorecard for
eternity. It becomes an invitation and a guide rather than an indictment.
Included in this invitation is an opportunity for reflection. Neither the sheep nor the goats
realize how their actions have or have not been faithful. In this way the story gives us a
simple gift by which to measure our path in faith and reflect on the ways we spend our days.

Zion’s Mission Statement
To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament
Zion’s Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org
Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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