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Advent 2017
December 3 marks the first Sunday of Advent on the Christian calendar and the first Sunday of the new Christian Year.
Advent is the Church’s four-week season of preparation for Christmas. The word “Advent” comes from the Latin advenire, which
means “coming.” The Advent season proclaims the comings of the Christ – his birth in Bethlehem, his continual coming in Word
and Spirit, and his return in final victory. The liturgical color is blue, symbolizing hope.

Advent Traditions
Our church’s Advent wreath will be dedicated on Sunday, December 3. The wreath is made of evergreens, symbolizing
eternal life, topped by four outside candles (representing Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love) and a central Christ Candle. An outside
candle will be lit on each of the four Sundays of Advent, and the Christ Candle will be lit on Christmas Eve.
A large Christmas tree and window decorations will also be placed in the sanctuary this Sunday, and poinsettias will appear
later in the season.

Advent Study and Worship
Sunday, December 3 marks the beginning of a 3-week Advent study series featuring Rick Warren’s
book and video, The Purpose of Christmas. Classes are being offered at three different times:
Sundays at 8:45 AM (joint meeting of men’s and women’s groups); Tuesdays at 6:30 PM; and
Wednesdays at 11:30 AM. Books are available in the church office. For further information, please
contact Bud Behlman or Rod Carnes.
Sunday, December 3 (10:30 AM worship) will feature special music from the Bell and Voice Choirs,
along with the Sacrament of Holy Communion preceded by a special Great Thanksgiving for
Advent. Pastor John will return to preaching from the lectionary on the first Sunday of Advent. His sermon topic this Sunday is
Why Don’t You Come Down? (Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-27, 32-36).
Sunday, December 17 will be highlighted by the annual Children’s Christmas Pageant at 10:30 AM,
featuring a retelling of the Christmas story, beloved carols, and special music.
Sunday, December 24 will double as the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. Our annual
Christmas Eve Family Service will be offered at the 10:30 AM worship hour. The traditional Candlelight
Service will be held at the usual hour of 7:00 PM.
PLEASE NOTE: Our new Music Director, Chris Shay, is forming a Children and Youth Choir, which will make its debut at the
Family Service on December 24. Practices will be held after worship on the first three Sundays of Advent from 11:45 AM –
12:15 PM in the Assembly Room.

Advent Events
Saturday, December 2

VENDOR FAIR AND CHRISTMAS CAFÉ
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Lunch served from 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Woodbury UMC participates in the annual Woodbury Christmas Festival by offering a home to holiday vendors and a lunch
prepared by our wonderful cooks. Our church is one of the vendors, and the Fundraising Committee is seeking new and gently
used items which can be sold as gifts for $15 and under. Please contact Linda Rockhill for more information about the Vendor
Fair, and contact Joann King if you are willing to help to set up or host the event.

Sunday, December 3

COMMUNITY ADVENT NIGHT
4:00 – 7:00 PM
Sponsored by the Open Doors Ministry Team, the evening’s festivities will feature classes for crafts and ornament-making, a
potluck dinner from 5:00 – 6:00, and a carol singalong. Please invite your friends and neighbors to share in our celebration!

Advent Service Projects
An outdoor Advent calendar is being placed on the Main Street side of the church building, marking
the countdown toward Christmas Day and inviting passerby to donate non-perishable items to the Food
Bank of the Woodbury Community Services Council. For more information, please contact Open Doors
chair Michelene Todd.
This year, we will be joining in the “Share the Warmth” drive of Acts4 Ministries. There is a plastic bin
in the front hallway by the office and also in Fellowship Hall for collection of gently used coats, hats,
scarfs and gloves. They also have requested new socks and thermal undergarments for adults and
children. As you are taking out your fall and winter clothes, please consider donating to this cause. You can also contact Rev.
Paul Hibbard or Carolyn Shay, Co-Chairs, WUMC Missions and Outreach Ministry Team
Toys are being collected for GWIM (Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries), to be distributed at their holiday party on
December 23. Donations of unwrapped toys for children up to age 15 may be placed in a bin located in the narthex. The
collection will end on Sunday, December 10. For more information, please contact Karen Williams from the Mission and
Outreach Ministry Team (kgwilliams@frontier.com).

Children and Youth Ministry
Children and Youth Choir being formed:
We invite all young people in grades 4-12 to sing at the December 24th 10:30 AM worship service. Practice will be held the
three Sundays of Advent (12/3, 12/10 & 12/17) after worship from approximately 11:45 AM to 12:15 PM upstairs in the Assembly
Room. Sunday school teachers are asked to bring students up from class to rehearsal where we will greet them with
refreshments.
YOUTH GROUP:
Sunday, December 3: Youth & Parents are invited to attend the WUMC’s 2nd Annual Community Advent Night at 4 pm. No
regular youth group meeting.
Sunday, December 10: Regular youth meeting at 6:30 to 8 PM – We will bake cookies.
Sunday, December 17: Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship. Christmas caroling after worship service & pizza – more
info to come. NO EVENING MEETING

ORGAN UPDATE
A Message from Christopher Shay:
“I've encountered a variety of difficulties with the organ. I could not turn on the organ for Dorothy Morosco's funeral on Oct 21.
At my request, David come in and spent an hour fixing it. He got most of it working again but reported that most of the
connections and switches had been changed? In practicing the following week for my first Sunday on Oct 29, the computer
froze up. This computer operates the virtual organ. This effectively disabled the entire organ. Theron Kissinger and I spent
some 25 hours over the following four weeks getting it up and running. In the process, we gained a fairly comprehensive
understanding of the complex structure of this virtual organ computer program.
I was encouraged that we got it working successfully for the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. Unfortunately, when I turned on the
organ the following Sunday, Nov 29, there was no sound. Organ keyboard activity showed up on the virtual computer organ, but
paradoxically, nothing sounded! The was particularly mysterious considering that the electric piano worked using the same
connections. Theron and I spend another 2 hours early Sunday morning trying to get it working. This condition simply defied all
logic. I reported these ongoing problems at two successive monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees. I consulted with five
specialists included musicians, electronic engineers, computer technologists. I apologize that I have not been able to provide
adequate support for singing on Sundays, and that I don't have a more encouraging prognosis. I ask your continued patience as
I seek to resolve the problem.

Kudo
Kudo Korner
Congratulations to Rebecca Hibbard, who was recently inducted into the
Science National Honor Society at Nonnewaug High School.
Main Street Ballet, led by Artistic Director Sibley Morosco, will perform “The
Nutcracker” at Pomperaug High School on Saturday, Dec. 2nd at 7:00 pm and
Sunday, Dec. 3rd at 2:00 pm. The cast includes Rowan Boisseau (mouse,
Trepak), Julia Bower Richardson (mouse queen, snow, Arabian), Grace Bower
Richardson (snow, Dew Drop Fairy), and Rick Richardson and Kathy Bower
(party scene). Tickets will be available at the door.
Let us all remember our beloved Dorothy Morosco during this year’s
performance.

The Prayer Corner:
Upcoming surgery: Lois Mosel, a former church member still living in Woodbury (December 4 at Hartford Hospital)
Recovering at home: Linda Cornish (treated at Waterbury Hospital on November 25); Angie Vaiuso, mother of Karen Williams;
David Davison father-in-law of Gary McClendon and grandfather of David and Danielle McClendon (Bethlehem); Dot Bulls-Petty,
friend of Kathy Craig

Outpatient treatments: Linda Davison, mother-in-law of Gary McClendon and grandmother of David and Danielle McClendon
(Bethlehem); Veronica Tierney, niece of Mark and Jessie Lynch; Becky Simmons, sister of Barb Hunt (Vernon Center, NY); John
Fleming; Will Styblo, infant son of David and Katie Styblo and nephew of Jim and Catherine Styblo (Franklin, Tennessee);
Jessie Thomson, daughter-in-law of Kathy Craig (Ferndale, WA)
Inpatient rehabilitation: Dick Kahn (River Glen, Southbury); Marie Petty, aunt of Kathy Craig (Abbott Terrace, Waterbury)
Homebound members: Florence Brown, Bruce Horton
Please continue to remember: Nancy Clark, Jean Lilly, mother of Meg Temple (Cincinnati, OH);
Frank & Mary Vindigni, (parents of Pete Vindigni), Paul Hatch, the Keith family, Manny Gesh, Gladys
Ayars (stepmother of Carolyn Shay), Beth, Jillian & Alex Buzzannco, Kelly Etcheto, Vernessa
Kingsbury, Jim Congdon, Jane True, Blair Feller, Marilyn Bender, Alan Bender (son of Marilyn & Dale
Bender), Eddie Lenox (son of Grace Bell), Ethan Murphy, (great grandson of Grace Bell), Brigitte
Weimann, Ryan DeRidder and family, Ernest & Mary Jo Corraro, Laura & Stuart Brush, Lindsey Oppel,
and Janet Grant (sister of Betty Lines), and The Thomson family of Ferndale, WA (family of Kathy
Craig).
If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our website @ www.woodburyumc.net for this
month’s birthday listing.

_______________________________________________________________________________
Fellowship Hosts And Altar Flower Opportunities:
An Altar Flower sign-up sheet is posted in Fellowship Hall. Please get the dates you want now to take advantage of this
wonderful ministry. If you want your flowers dedicated in the bulletin for a special occasion, please be sure to make us aware of
that when ordering.
Many opportunities are available to host Fellowship Hour during the year. If you would like to host a Sunday, please be sure to
sign up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.

HOUSEKEEPING NOTES FROM THE OFFICE. . .
When attending worship on Sundays, parking is available in the C.L. Adams lot; however, please do not block the
entrance towards the back of the lot as that inhibits the tenant’s access in and out of the lot. Thank you.



HANDICAPPED PARKING - - these are the three spaces outside the office doors (Church Street Entrance). Please do
NOT park there unless you have a handicapped parking tag. If you do park there, please be sure to leave enough room for
the people using the handicapped ramp.
•

Office Hours - Tuesday thru Thursday 8 am – 2 pm & Friday from 8 am - 1 pm. The answering machine will be
checked daily; however, if you have a pastoral emergency, you can call Pastor John Thomason @ (203) 263-7575.
Thank you!
Messenger deadline – 10 AM on Wednesday for Wednesday afternoon publication!
Please see
information for article submission. To keep the formatting to a unified look and also save on time of reformatting
articles to fit, please use Full Justification, Arial font 9.5 size with font 10 size for headings. Thank you!

MINISTRY MEETING DATES for 2017 – need to be emailed to the office to be placed on the web calendar.
A 2018 calendar IS HERE on the wall in the Assembly Room. Please remember to submit your ministry meeting dates
to the office (by email) so they can be added to the wall calendar as well as the web calendar at our website or feel free
to enter them on the calendar for next month’s date when you are leaving your meeting. This will let everyone in the
community know how active a church body we are at WUMC.
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION UPDATES???
Please continue to send any changes in names, addresses, phone numbers, emails, etc. please send
them to wumc@woodburyumc.net.

Calendar of Events at WUMC for next week:
All Ministry Chairs – please submit any ministry meeting times to the office so they can
be put onto the calendars each week (Messenger, Office & Web). Thank you!
Sat., December 2

10:00 a.m.

Christmas Café and Vendor Fair (Lunch served 11 am – 2 pm)
(Fellowship Hall)

Sun., December 3

8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry
Advent Study, The Purpose of Christmas
Morning Worship, Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday School
Fellowship Hour
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Community Advent Night

Tues., December 5

6:30 p.m.

Weeknight Advent Study, The Purpose of Christmas

(Assembly Room)

Wed., December 6

11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Advent Study, The Purpose of Christmas
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Voice Choir Rehearsal

(Assembly Room)
(Assembly Room)
(Assembly Room)

Sun., December 10

8:45 a.m.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry
Advent Study, The Purpose of Christmas
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Fellowship Hour
Youth Choir Rehearsal
Youth Group Meeting

st

1 Sunday of ADVENT

2nd Sunday of ADVENT

10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

(Fellowship Hall)
(Sanctuary)
(Downstairs classrooms)
(Fellowship Hall)
(Assembly Room)
(Fellowship Hall)

(Fellowship Hall)
(Sanctuary)
(Downstairs classrooms)
(Fellowship Hall)
(Assembly Room)
(Fellowship Hall)

2017 ADVENT STUDY
You are invited to this 3-week video and discussion series which explores the purpose
of Christmas as:
A Time For Celebration
A Time For Salvation
A Time For Reconciliation
Each session will offer a time of study, sharing, application, and prayer.
Beginning Sunday December 3rd, this ADVENT STUDY will be offered on:
Sundays (8:45 AM)
Men’s and Women’s groups meeting together
Tuesdays (6:30 PM)
Wednesdays (11:30 AM)
Study guides will be available through the church office and the optional companion book, The
Purpose of Christmas (red cover), by Rick Warren can be purchased on
your own.
For additional information please contact the church office,
Rod Carnes, or Bud Behlman.

A Community Event Shared by Sherry Swanhall:

