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President’s
Welcome
As I begin my term this year as
president of OASERVIC, I cannot help but to thank
Christie Jenkins, our past president, on her efforts to bring
life into this great association once again. I have always
heard about OASERVIC and have been a member for
many years, and now I get to serve and continue the good
work that many before me have begun. I am excited to
share in the growth of this great association, especially
during challenging times and pressing concerns over
navigating ethical and professional standards relating to
spirituality and religion in counselor training and practice.
My twofold vision for this year is to bring as many people
involved in the work and mission of OASERVIC. I am
glad to tell you that we already have a very good start with
six members, in addition to Christie Jenkins and myself,
serving on the executive board and different committees
and we are looking for more members to make
OASERVIC stronger this year than ever before. The
second fold of this vision is to offer a direct benefit to our
members in the form of continued education to address
the on going ethical dilemmas in the most professional
and sensitive manner to our diverse client populations.
This work has already begun, as you will read below
about our one-day conference coming up in January 2017.
I hope and pray that we get to serve the profession we love
and for which we have dedicated our careers. I personally
look forward to hearing from you regarding any concern
or suggestion you may have. I hope to see you all soon.
Faithfully,
Marcos Ghali, Ph.D., PC
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Letter from the Past President:
I have very much enjoyed my year as the OASERVIC President. I was
able to make connections and get counselors excited about this
organization. I began the year by participating in the All Ohio's PAC
fundraiser. I donated a wellness basket stuffed with many different
types of Mandala adult coloring books and a professional grade colored
pencil set. I also put together a wellness workshop on Ethics and
Spirituality. Jean Underfer-Babalis gave a very insightful and thought
provoking workshop that was well attended. This continued my vision
to get the word out about OASERVIC. ASERVIC (our national
chapter) asked me to submit an application to hold their national
conference in Ohio. Although we were not chosen, due to the logistics
of the area, ASERVIC has a strong desire to work with us and help us
to be a strong support in your counselor identity. Also, you can see that
we are trying to communicate to our members through the use of
newsletters. If there are things that you would like to see or add, please
feel free to reach out to our current leadership. I thank you for allowing
me to lead this excellent organization. I have no doubt that we will be
doing great things in the coming year!
Sincerely,
Christie Jenkins, PhD, LPCC-S
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Tales from the Trails: A Personal Story
James Franks
For six years, I’ve chosen not to physically take care of myself. In January of this
year, my Ethics and Crisis Counseling profs challenged us to put self-care plans together.
For some reason, it stuck. So I began running on trails in parks. Two weeks ago, I was
running after a rain. There are two particularly steep hills on this particular trail. While
on my way up the first hill, it occurred to me that strength and perseverance for the long
haul are developed in these steep ascents. Each step was an opportunity to grow stronger
and develop a character of endurance.
Several years ago, my 12-year-old daughter was diagnosed with a tumor that had
wrapped itself around vital organs and a major artery in her abdomen. My wife and I
had not built up much wisdom or endurance in our lives. We chose some very unhealthy
ways of handling the stress of the situation. This was the first steep hill in our lives that
we could not quit walking up. We had to persevere. And we grew.
As we live this unique life of working with broken people and empowering them
to solve their issues, we must not forget to take our own advice when we are broken.
When we come to our hills, steep as they may be, we push forward. Whether we run,
walk, crawl or allow someone to hold our hand as we walk together, we push forward.
We cannot help someone go where we have avoided going ourselves.
I am a sucker for inspirational quotes. A good site is www.michaeldpollock.com I
found this quote: There are two ways of attaining an important end, force and
perseverance; the silent power of the latter grows irresistible with time.
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A New Year, A New OASERVIC!
Upcoming Events
OASERVIC invites newsletter
submissions!
OASERVIC members are welcome to submit a
500-word piece on the following topics:
spiritually-integrated
counseling,
ethical
concerns and their resolution, religion and its
influence on counseling, and pertinent values
and value conflicts. If you have a topic not listed
here, please contact us and we can discuss the
potential submission.

OASERVIC Conference!
Who: Dr. Lee Weatherbee (Ashland University)
and Dr. Cecile Brennan (John Carroll
University)
What: Speakers will discussion the intersection
of religious values and ethics. More specifically,
they will discuss implications for supervisees
struggling with religious value conflicts inspired
by recent issues of Christian counselors refusing
clients based on sexual orientation.
Where/When: January 21, 2017
Family & Child Abuse Prevention Center
2460 Cherry Street
Toledo, OH 43608
More information on how to register will be
forthcoming. We hope to see you there!

This Year’s Goals:
OASERVIC is growing! Our goal
this year is to increase membership
and inspire future leaders in
OASERVIC. We are grateful for
our current members and are
working hard to develop new
opportunities within the
organization for those who would
like to serve. If you are interested in
assisting OASERVIC on a
committee or as a volunteer, please
contact us at oaservic@gmail.com
or contact Victoria Giegerich,
President Elect, at
vgiegeri@kent.edu.
ALGBTICO is having its annual
Agents of Change workshop on
February 24, 2017
from 9:00am-12:00pm.
For more information visit:
http://www.algbtico.com/index.ht
ml

OASERVIC table
at AOCC!
November 2 - 4, 2016
Hilton at Easton, Columbus OH
Conference Manager
manager@allohiocc.org
Registration
registration@allohiocc.org
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