March 28, 2020
Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent
JOHN 7:40-53

Activity for today:
« Read Gospel Reflection
« Prayer of the Day
« Saint of the Day

Gospel Reflection

Gospel Reflection from Catholic Daily Reflections Website

(https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2020/03/27/in-awe-of-jesus-2)

The guards answered, “Never before has anyone spoken like this man.”
John 7:46

The guards and many others were in awe of Jesus, amazed at the words He spoke.
These guards were sent to arrest Jesus at the order of the chief priests and Pharisees,
but the guards couldn’t bring themselves to arrest Him. They were rendered
powerless in the face of the “awe factor” Jesus enjoyed.

When Jesus taught, there was something communicated beyond His words. Yes, His
words were powerful and transforming, but it was also the way in which He spoke. It
was hard to explain but it’s clear that, when He spoke, He also communicated a
power, a calm, a conviction, and a presence. He communicated His Divine Presence
and it was unmistakable. People just knew this man Jesus was different than all the
rest and they hung on His every word.

God still communicates to us this way. Jesus still speaks to us with this “awe factor.”
We simply need to be attentive to it. We should strive to be attentive to the ways that
God speaks in a clear and convincing way, with authority, clarity and conviction. It
may be something someone says, or it may be an action of another that touches us. It
may be a book we read, or a sermon we listen to. Whatever the case may be, we
should look for this awe factor because it is there we will find Jesus Himself.

Interestingly, this awe factor also invited extreme criticism. Those with a simple and
honest faith responded well, but those who were self-centered and self-righteous


https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2020/03/27/in-awe-of-jesus-2/

responded with condemnation and anger. They were clearly jealous. They even
criticized the guards and others who were impressed by Jesus.

Reflect, today, upon the ways that God has left you in awe of His message and His
love. Seek out His voice of conviction and clarity. Tune into the way God is trying to
communicate and pay no attention to the ridicule and criticism you may experience
when you do seek to follow His Voice. His Voice must win out and draw you in so
that you can savor everything He wishes to say.

Prayer for Today:

Lord, may | be attentive to Your unmistakable Voice and to the
authority with which You speak. May | be amazed at all You wish to say.
And as | listen to You, dear Lord, give me the courage to respond with faith
regardless of the reaction of others. | love You, dear Lord, and desire to be
transfixed upon Your every Word, listening with wonder and awe. Jesus, |
trust in You.

Saint the Day:

ST. CASTOR, MARTYR OF TARSO
St. Castor is mentioned in both the Hieronymian and the Roman Martyrologies - the oldest
catalogues of Christian martyrs of the Latin Church. According to tradition, he was martyred in
Tarsus, in Cilicia, in what is now Turkey, possibly in the company of either St. Dorotheus or St.
Stephen.




