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Dear Family in Faith,
With the Easter season upon us, I find myself reflecting on the various stories of that day. In
particular, and surely being influenced by Frederick Buechner, I find my attention devoted to
the words of the man in the white robe (Mark 16:6-7).
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.”
These words are stark; even blunt. This is no great narrative or sweeping tale designed to
verbosely draw us into some gloriously, fanciful other world. This is no air-tight, courtroom
argument designed to remove all reasonable doubt. These are words that get right to the point
without offering any explanation or excuse for doing so. Maybe that is why I find the words of
the man in the white robe all the more powerful. They are provocative in their simplicity.
“He has been raised; he is not here.”
I think a lie would need more embellishment. A cover-up would need more ink. A deception
would involve more pageantry, more smoke and mirrors, and more fireworks. There is none of
that here. Instead we just find a few surprising and open-ended words.
“Look, there is the place they laid him …
he is going ahead of you to Galilee…
just as he told you.”
The man in white is not interested in telling us a story. The man in white is
not interested in building a case to convince us. The man in white is
only interested in telling the truth.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher

WESTMINSTER CHILDREN'S CHOIR
At its March meeting, the Session voted to hire
Michael Ginn as Director of Children’s Music.
Michael has worked with the children since
January, when Jenny and Chris Maul welcomed
baby Charlie into their family. Michael is no
stranger to our congregation. He and his wife
Katie joined Westminster before they were
married, and they have both been active
members for several years. Michael most
recently served on the Pastor Nominating
Committee. He is currently working on a Master
of Music degree at William Carey University.
Our congregation acknowledges the faithful
service of Jenny Maul during in her role as
Children’s Choir Director. During the years that
she has held this position, she has continued to
work full time at Columbia Primary School,
where she is a counselor. Now, with two children
to care for, Jenny has decided to pass along the
children’s choir duties to Michael.
Jenny, your church family is very grateful for the
years of service you have devoted to the
Children’s Choir. We are excited about your
growing family, and we wish you well in all that
you do. Thank you!

A Word From the Director of Discipleship
NEW BEGINNINGS
We are taking a field trip! The New Beginnings crew will be going to visit the Armed Forces Museum at Camp Shelby in April. Note the change of day,
however! TUESDAY, April 17th is the date for the trip. We will meet in the parking lot of the church at 9:30 a.m. to caravan to Camp Shelby. If you are
going to attend, you MUST have a photo ID with you—even if you aren't driving. After we tour the museum, we
will eat lunch in the Officer's Club at Shelby. This will be a fun outing, and we hope you will be able to attend.
Due to our lunch plans, we will need a definite number to give to the Officer's Club. Your RSVP will be
essential for this date. Martha and I will keep you informed and will collect RSVP's as time for the trip draws
near.
WEDNESDAYS AT WPC
Our Wednesday evening programs are winding down for the season. Wednesday, April 4th will be our last
regularly scheduled Wednesday dinner and program. The Liberty Ministry Men will join us for pulled pork,
baked beans, slaw, and tater tot casserole. Following dinner, the adults will adjourn to the sanctuary with
Randall, Althea, and Tommy to sing a couple of hymns and to hear a message from God's word. Christopher
and Michael will take our young ones upstairs for choir and youth group.
Beginning May 2nd, we will meet on Wednesday evenings only once a month until September. May 2nd will
be the Annual Youth Dessert Auction, so get your desserts and checkbooks ready to participate in an evening
at Westminster that is always a fun night!
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES
Thanks to everyone who contributed towels and washcloths to the donation box for the Domestic
Family Abuse Shelter. Your generosity resulted in 44 bath towels, 33 hand towels, 55 washcloths and
several other useful items. These household necessities will be a blessing to the residents when they
occupy the new facility in Hattiesburg.
The installation of Dr. Crotwell will take place on April 8th. Members of
Presbytery will be on hand to conduct the installation and participate in
this significant day in the life of our church family. Presbyterian Women
will host a reception in the narthex following the service. We hope
everyone will be present to welcome guests and enjoy a time of
fellowship.
In last month’s newsletter PW ladies were asked to work on handmade
items to donate for sale at the AL-MS Conference to be held at Briarwood
Presbyterian in June. It’s not too late to get started! Proceeds from paper
crafts, embroidery, jewelry and other items sold will become part of the
offering for a charity chosen by the conference planning team.

The Youth and Children programs at
Westminster have been busy! Michael
Ginn, our new Children's Choir Director, has
been doing a fabulous job with our kids on
Wednesday nights. Our youth meet each
Wednesday night to discuss worldly topics
and what the Bible has to say about how we
are to live as God's children in a sinful
world. Our youth and children participated
together in a church-wide scavenger hunt
designed to help the kids learn a little more
about our church building and its history.
The youth, with the help of Mary Dayne
Gregg and Christopher, participated in a
Seder. They ate matzah, bitter herbs, eggs,
and charoset and heard the history and
significance of the passover meal.
Beginning in April, the youth and children
will begin planning the worship service for
Youth Sunday, April 29.
APRIL 4
Regularly scheduled Wednesday events
APRIL 8
Youth will eat lunch together after 10:30
worship, and then return to church to work
on Youth Sunday. We will end at 2:30 in
order to attend the Service of Installation
for Christopher.

ABOVE: On March 10, these ladies from Westminster attended the 30th Annual Gathering of
Presbytery's Presbyterian Women at Fondren Presbyterian Church in Jackson. At the meeting we
learned about the denomination's Global Mission to Indonesia.
TOP: PW Moderator Mary Dayne Gregg, issued an invitation to Presbytery PW to come to Westminster
for the Spring Gathering in 2019.

APRIL 15 & 22
Youth AND Children meet at 5 p.m. at
church for Youth Sunday preparation and
dinner
APRIL 29
Youth Sunday (lunch for youth, kids, and
parents in the Fellowship Hall following the
worship service)

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1 Gregg Graham

10 David Daves

20 Brody Creel

29

Wally Gregg

6 Shawn McDaniel

11 Meredith West

20 Judy Haydel

30

Amy Ruff

7 Steve Ramp

16 Lisa Forsyth

24 Robert Cummings, Jr.

10 Frank Steen

19 Robert Holland
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Mission Trip, March 18—25
Where do we start with a summary of a weeklong mission trip with wonderful team
members? First and foremost we appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we
traveled. Dave Daves, Eric and Karen Reidenbach were so thrilled and honored to
have represented Westminster, Leland Presbyterian, and Trinity Presbyterian
(Starkville) last week. There is so much need for clean water in El Salvador; even
the residents of some communities that receive municipal water get ill from
consuming it.
Our first stop, Guadalupe, is one of those communities. Denis Evangelista, our In-country Coordinator, had visited with the
pastor of Centro Biblico Iglesias Rey de Gloria Church and other community leaders on previous trips. Great prework
setup by Denis and trusting in God’s direction, we signed a three-year covenant. The next steps are for them to determine
where their water building will be located and make plans for its construction. Once we hear back from Denis with those
details, we will schedule an installation trip. We are planning a fundraiser for that system, so stay tuned as we know you’ll
want to be a “part” of this great work (hint, hint).
Day two found us in Mediagua where we installed a system last spring. We found a couple problems that are correctable.
We had a one year celebration with Yeugui the Clown and a couple of Pinatas. The highlight of the visit was the
preinstallation of the hand washing station on what we called the “ruta de salud,” the road of health, to be located near
the kitchen where the children are fed. This should be in operation in the very near future and greatly decrease the
likelihood of illnesses.
After a two and one half hour trip we arrived in San Fidel, the site of one of the oldest systems in the country. This is a
tough love community where we have to make sure that they are committed to the sustainability of a pure water
installation that will need conversion to a more modern and less expensive system. The tough part comes in because this
is a school with about 500 kids who really need the pure water. They know what they have to do and we are waiting the
results. Pray for them.
The final stop was Plan de Mayo, another old system. Their pump was broken, repaired, broken and repaired again and
finally really broken. They need a new pump to get water from their well to the purification system. This is another school
and a place we feel we can get up and running in the near future.
Finally we made our way back to San Salvador and had a little down time before Saturday’s Operators Conference. We
climbed, Boqueron, the volcano (elevation 6,211 feet) that erupted in 1917 and caused tremendous damage. The
conference was attended by 54 of the operators and educators of the systems in El Salvador. It was a networking
opportunity for them; the country is small but diﬃcult for some to travel. Now they have a better connection with their
peers and will be able to share issues, ideas, and solutions. We learned much from the operators and will bring this back
to our teams to improve and correct things that we do. One of the activities during the day was for each team to draw
what clean water means to their
community. These were so
moving! We’ve included a
couple of the most powerful
ones here.
The team is happy to be back,
especially for Holy Week and
Easter. The story is much more
than we have room for here
and we look forward to many
more opportunities to share
with our church family. Please
continue to be in prayer for our
Salvadoran brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Vaya con Dios,
WPC Water Team
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APRIL CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

4
4:30 PM
Administration Team
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

5
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

6

7

1
COMMUNION SUN.
7:00 AM Sunrise
Service
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
NO YOUTH

2

8
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM DIACONATE
11:30 AM Youth
Lunch
12:30 PM SESSION
12:45 PM Youth
3:00 Rev. Dr. Crotwell
Installation

9

10
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

11
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

12
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

13

14
9:00 AM Men of the
Church Breakfast

15
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
5:00 PM Youth & K-5

16

17
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM New
Beginnings
NO Brown Bag

18
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

19
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

20

21

22
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM FISH FRY
5:00 PM Youth & K-5

23

24
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

25
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

26
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

27

28

29
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Youth

30

OFFICE CLOSED

Seder with the Youth
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