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God’s Word this month (taken from Reality magazine) 

The crucial question  
Today, Mark’s Gospel moves from the section dealing 
with Jesus’ ministry in Galilee to that dealing with his 
journey to Jerusalem. But before he heads south to 
Jerusalem, Jesus travels north to the villages 
surrounding Caesarea Philippi.  
On the way, he puts a key question to his disciples: 
“Who do people say that I am?” From the very 
beginning of his Gospel, Mark has identified Jesus as 
Messiah and Son of God. The disciples have struggled 
to recognise Jesus’ true identity, as have the people of 
Galilee. Now, before the journey to Jerusalem and the 
fate that awaits him there, Jesus attempts to get the 
disciples to acknowledge who he really is.  
In response, they list what people are saying about 
him. He is John the Baptiser returned from the dead. 
He is Elijah returned from heaven. He is a prophet. 
Now he asks them directly: “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter seems to give the correct answer: “You are 
the Christ (or Messiah).” It sounds right. The only 
problem is that Peter is identifying Jesus with the royal, 
conventional and powerful Messiah of Jewish 
expectation. Peter still cannot recognise Jesus as the 
Suffering Messiah. 
Now Jesus begins to talk about what lies ahead of him 
in Jerusalem. He is trying to get the disciples to see that 
he is not a powerful and glorious Messiah, but one who 
will suffer and die. In response, Peter “remonstrates” 
with Jesus. The Greek text reads that Peter “took hold” 
of Jesus. This earns him the sharpest rebuke ever given 
by Jesus to anyone. Jesus calls Peter “Satan.” There 
may well be a play on the Hebrew word sātān, which 
means a “stumbling block.” If Peter causes Jesus to 
stumble in fulfilling God’s plan, then he will play into 
the hands of Satan. What Jesus wants is that Peter and 
the other disciples “get behind” him to support and 
follow him - not get in his way.                    Contd. over 

 

Collections                   Parish           Priest  
Dromara                          £376               £851 
Drumgooland               £1146             £1929 
 
We welcome into Drumgooland Parish  
Alara Rose O’Higgins 
 

Congratulations to Kieran Doyle and Paula 
Morgan who were married recently 
 

Anniversary Masses 
Leitrim 
Sat 11th     Eddie McAleenan 
                  Patsy Malone 
Sat 18th     John and Kathleen McMullan and 
                  Deceased Family Members  
                  (Clonvaraghan)  
                  Owen Kelly and Deceased Family  
                  Members (Backaderry) 
                  Mary Catherine and Seamus Doyle 
Dromara    
Sun 12th    Susan Darby, Joe McCann and  
                  Deceased Family Members 
Fri 17th     Peter Greenan (Castlewellan) and 
                 Deceased Family Members 
Sun 19th   Pat and John Gordon 
 

Contd. 
A terrible fate awaits Jesus. Similarly, a difficult future 
lies in store for those who follow him as disciples. 
Jesus sets out the conditions for being a disciple. It 
involves “denying oneself” and “taking up the cross” 
and following Jesus. Denial of self doesn’t mean small, 
simple Lenten penances. It means putting discipleship 
above everything else in one’s life. “Taking up the 
cross” means a willingness to follow Jesus in the midst 
of suffering and even to the point of death.  

 

Weekend masses 
Sat          6:00pm Dechomet  
                7:30pm Leitrim 
Sun         9:00am Gargory     
               11:00am Dromara 
 

Weekday masses 
Mon        9:00am Leitrim 
                 7:30pm Dechomet 
Tues        9:00am Dromara 
Wed        7:30pm Leitrim 

Fri           7:30pm Dromara 
 
Trócaire 
The Lenten Campaign raised £2,861,548 in 
Northern Ireland and due to UK matched 
funding they received £2,000,000 from the UK 
government.  Thank you to all who contributed 
to that appeal, especially at such a challenging 
time for people. 
The funding will be used in South Sudan to 
supply food and water, empower women, 
facilitate access to cultivated land, provide 
suitable crops and training on sustainable 
farming practices.  This is to help families to 
become self-sufficient without relying on aid. 
 
John Paul II Awards 
There will be mass in St Michael’s Church, 
Finnis on Sat 18th Sept at 11am to present this 
year’s awards to parishioners of Dromara and 
Drumgooland 
 
Drumgooland St Vincent de Paul 
Contact us in confidence on 075 8644 7427 
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