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CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of Carols and Readings

The Service of Carols and Readings follows the Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus. We will hear from Matthew, Luke, and John as they recount the events of the first Christmas.  At the center is a baby who brings all people together.  O come let us adore Him!

Welcome			

The First Reading and Carol
Matthew 1:18-25				
The birth of Jesus according to Matthew

387	JOY TO THE WORLD
1	Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
	     Let earth receive her King;
	Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
	     And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing,
 	     And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2	Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
	     Let men their songs employ,
	While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
	     Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,
	     Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3	No more let sins and sorrows grow
	     Nor thorns infest the ground;
	He comes to make His blessings flow
	     Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found,
	     Far as, far as the curse is found.

4	He rules the world with truth and grace
	     And makes the nations prove
	The glories of His righteousness
	     And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,
	     And wonders, wonders of His love.
Text: Public Domain


The Christmas Greeting:  Immanuel: God with US!

393  	INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY
1	Infant holy,
	     Infant lowly,
	For His bed a cattle stall;
	     Oxen lowing,
	     Little knowing
	Christ the child is Lord of all.
	     Swiftly winging,
	     Angels singing,
	     Bells are ringing,
	     Tidings bringing:
	Christ the child is Lord of all!
	Christ the child is Lord of all!

2	Flocks were sleeping,
	     Shepherds keeping
	Vigil till the morning new
	     Saw the glory,
	     Heard the story,
	Tidings of a Gospel true.
	     Thus rejoicing,
	     Free from sorrow,
	     Praises voicing,
	     Greet the morrow:
	Christ the child was born for you!
	Christ the child was born for you!
Text: Public Domain

					      
The Second Reading and Carol
Luke 1:26-38
The birth of Jesus foretold

370	WHAT CHILD IS THIS
1	What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
	Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
	     While shepherds watch are keeping?
	This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
	     Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

2	Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
	Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
	     The silent Word is pleading.
	Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for 
	     you; Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

3	So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own 
	Him. The King of kings salvation brings;
	     Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
	Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;
	     Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: Public Domain


The Third Reading and Carol
Luke 1:46-56
Mary responds to the promises of God

374 	GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD
1	Gentle Mary laid her child
	     Lowly in a manger;
	There He lay, the Undefiled,
	     To the world a stranger.
	Such a babe in such a place,
	     Can He be the Savior?
	Ask the saved of all the race
	     Who have found His favor.

2	Angels sang about His birth,
	     Wise Men sought and found Him;
	Heaven’s star shone brightly forth
	     Glory all around Him.
	Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,
	     Heard the angels singing;
	All the plains were lit that night,
	     All the hills were ringing.

3	Gentle Mary laid her child
	     Lowly in a manger
	He is still the Undefiled
	     But no more a stranger
	Son of God of humble birth,
	     Beautiful the story;
	Praise His name in all the earth;
	     Hail the King of glory!
Text: Public Domain
		  	    			      			  
The Fourth Reading and Carol
Luke 2:1-7
Jesus is born in Bethlehem

361	O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
1	O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
	Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
	     The silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets shineth
	     The everlasting light.
	The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

2	For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above
	While mortals sleep, the angels keep
	     Their watch of wond’ring love.  O morning stars, together
	     Proclaim the holy birth,
	And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!

3	How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n!
	So God imparts to human hearts
	     The blessings of His heav’n.  No ear may hear His coming;
	     But in this world of sin,
	Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.

4	O holy Child of Bethlehem Descend to us, we pray;
	Cast out our sin, and enter in,
	     Be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels
	     The great glad tidings tell;
	O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Public Domain


The Fifth Reading and Carol
Luke 2:8-12
The Angels announce Good News to the Shepherds

368	ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
1	Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
	And the mountains in reply, 
	     Echoing their joyous strains.  Refrain

Ref	Gloria in excelsis Deo.
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2	Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
	What the gladsome tidings be
	      Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain

3	Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
	Come, adore on bended knee
	     Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain
Text: Public Domain
				      					
The Sixth Reading and Carol
Luke 2:13-15
The Shepherds respond to the Good News	

364	AWAY IN A MANGER
1	Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
	The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
	The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
	The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2	The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
	But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
	I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
	And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3	Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
	Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
	Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
	And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Text: Public Domain


The Seventh Reading and Carol
Luke 2:16-20
The Shepherds visit baby Jesus

380	HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
1	Hark! The herald angels sing,
	“Glory to the newborn King:
	     Peace on earth and mercy mild,
	     God and sinners reconciled!”
	Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
	Join the triumph of the skies;
	With the_angelic host proclaim, 
	“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  Refrain

Ref	Hark! The herald angels sing,
	“Glory to the newborn King!”

2	Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
	Christ, the everlasting Lord,
	     Late in time behold Him come,
	     Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
	Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
	Hail the_incarnate Deity!
	Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
	Jesus, our Immanuel!  Refrain

3	Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
	Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
	     Light and life to all He brings,
	    Ris’n with healing in His wings.
	Mild He lays His glory by,
	Born that man no more may die,
	Born to raise the sons of earth,
	Born to give them second birth.  Refrain
Text: Public Domain
				      					

The Eighth Reading and Carol
Matthew 2:1-12
The Wisemen travel to bring their gifts to Jesus

379	O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
1	O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
	O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
	Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:  Refrain

Ref	O come, let us adore Him,
	O come, let us adore Him,
	O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

2	Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
	Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
	Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain

3	Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
	Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
	Glory to God In the highest:  Refrain

The Final Reading and Carol
John 1:1-14
Jesus became man and lived among us

As the introduction music is playing we pass the flame from candle to candle.  Please hold lit handles upright and tip the unlit candles to pass the flame.

363	SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT
1	Silent night, holy night!
	All is calm, all is bright
	Round yon virgin mother and child.
	Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
	     Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

2	Silent night, holy night!
	Shepherds quake at the sight;
	Glories stream from heaven afar,
	Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
	     Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3	Silent night, holy night!
	Son of God, love’s pure light
	Radiant beams from Thy holy face
	With the dawn of redeeming grace,
	     Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Text: Public Domain
							      	
Benediction

Thank you for bringing your generous gifts to Jesus tonight.  Touchless offering collection is available on your way out of worship.



MERRY CHRISTMAS!






