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WHO WE ARE 

 

The task force who have contributed to this plan consist of: 

 

James Alcock ï Urban transportation planner 

Bruce Bryer ï Retired TTC employee 

Kurt Christensen ï political advisor and former Scarborough City Councillor 

Bill Robertson ï Civil Engineer 

Kevin Walters ï Civil Engineer 

 

POLICY  

 

There are two ways needed to end traffic gridlock: High-capacity rapid transit and improved traffic 

flow. The overall guiding policy of this plan is: the "Get Toronto Moving' Transportation Plan 

oversees policies and projects with the goal of improving the efficiency of all modes of 

transportation which are the choices of the people of Toronto, including automobiles, public transit, 

cycling and walking within available corridors. The City has no place to óencourageô or entice 

people to switch to different forms of transportation from what they regularly use. That is the free 

choice of the people. The City and the Province are only responsible for providing the facilities 

for the transportation choices of the people. 

 

Neighbourhoods and residential and commercial communities must be left intact to flourish. Ways 

and means must be found to construct new transportation routes without disruption to residential 

areas or to established green spaces. 

 

There are plenty of available utility corridors across Toronto, some very wide, used for railways 

and hydro-electric power lines. It is recommended that some of these be utilized for new 

transportation routes to minimize the impact on communities and neighbourhoods. Private funding 

can also be utilized for construction of tunnelling.  

 

No new expressway has been constructed in Toronto south of Highway 401 since 1971. This needs 

to be addressed. Major new expressways can be constructed in tunnels under major streets and rail 

corridors and in utility corridors with the use of private funding and paid for by toll revenue.  

 

High-capacity transit must take the shape of new subways and GO commuter rail lines, not slow-

moving light rail or streetcar routes. Faster transit carries more people. 
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RAPID TRANSIT SUBWAYS  

 

Subways are the best form of rapid transit. They do not interfere with street traffic and move a lot 

of people. They also do not require as much winter maintenance as surface transit. Streetcar LRT's 

remove road space, cut off neighbourhoods on either side, as has been experienced on St. Clair 

Avenue West, move slowly and require much winter maintenance. They are less expensive than 

subways but only carry about 40,000 passengers per day while subways carry up to 200,000 

passengers per day and attract development and investment. 

 

Expansion of the subway system will also reduce auto traffic especially if adequate parking is 

provided at stations. In the long term, subways are the most effective form of public transit as they 

move a greater number of people and compete with the private automobile. Toronto has not built 

a new subway extension since 1980, except for the short Sheppard line and the Spadina line 

extension into Vaughan, now under construction. 

 

Subways can be built in stages with the use of funding from new development. At least two 

kilometres of subway and one new station could be constructed every two years. Underground 

subways cost $200 million per kilometre to construct while surface LRT costs $100 million per 

kilometre to construct. However, the double cost of subways provides capacity to carry five times 

as many people as LRT. Contingency costs for inflation should be no more than 10%. 

  

Rapid Transit proposals: 

 

¶ Eastern extension of the Bloor-Danforth Subway (Line 2) from Kennedy Station to link 

with an extended Sheppard Subway north-east of the Scarborough Town Centre. 

 

¶ Western extension of the Bloor-Danforth Subway (Line 2) on the surface from Kipling to 

Sherway Gardens, ultimately continuing west to Hurontario Street in Mississauga. 

 

¶ Completion of the Sheppard Subway (Line 4) east from Don Mills to north of the 

Scarborough Town Centre to meet the extended Bloor-Danforth Subway, ultimately 

continuing east to Meadowvale Road, supported by intensification of development around 

the Scarborough Town Centre. 

 

¶ Extension of the Sheppard Subway (Line 4) west from Yonge to Downsview. The Sheppard 

Subway could eventually be extended west to Pearson International Airport and then 

southerly to Kipling Station on the surface in an existing hydro corridor. The Sheppard 

Subway would ultimately connect across the entire City. 

 

¶ Construction of a 'U'-shaped Downtown Relief Subway (Line 5) through the central core 

under Queen Street, possibly utilizing the existing unused east-to-west station under Queen 

Station. The route would swing north under Pape Avenue on the east side and along the 

Kitchener GO rail corridor on the west side. These two sections stretching to the north 

would be initially built to Bloor Street in the west and to Danforth Avenue in the east, and 

later extended further to Eglinton Avenue. 
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¶ Northern extension of the Yonge Subway (Line 1) from Finch to Richmond Hill Centre. 

 

¶ Construction of the Eglinton-Crosstown LRT line from Pearson International Airport in the 

west to the University of Toronto Scarborough Campus in the east, as planned. 

  

¶ Introduction of a jitney service, particularly in the suburbs, to collect people from their 

neighbourhoods and transport them to rail transit stations, thus making driving to a station 

unnecessary. 

 

¶ Replacement of Central Area streetcars with new double-length trolley buses with the same 

carrying capacity as streetcars, using overhead electric wires but with no tracks. This 

would eliminate the cost of track replacement, reduce downtown traffic congestion and 

improve the safety of passengers who can board the vehicle at the curb instead of the centre 

of the road, which can be dangerous. 

 

The existing Line 4 Sheppard Subway, opened in 2002 from Yonge to Don Mills, is 5.5 km in 

length and cost $900 million to build which is approximately $170 million per km. Factoring in 

inflation, over 10 years, subways today would cost about $200 million per km. 

 

A tunnelling expert has estimated that completion of the Line 4 Sheppard Subway from Don Mills 

to McCowan (9 km) would cost approximately $1.9 billion; and the Line 2 Bloor-Danforth Subway 

(Kennedy to Sheppard East ï 7 km) would cost $1.3 billion. This would be a total of $4.4 billion 

for all three subway extensions. 

 

Findings of the 1985 óNetwork 2011ô TTC Study 

 

¶ Subways operate at approximately 38 kilometres per hour compared to the assumed 27 

kilometres per hour for LRT, thereby providing significant travel time savings in 

the order of 40%. 

¶ A subway has negligible effect on the road system after the initial construction period, 

while a partially grade-separated LRT system would have unacceptable impacts on 

the road capacity along Sheppard Avenue. 

¶ Compared to subway, a partially grade-separated LRT would have significant impacts on 

abutting residential and commercial lands in terms of residential and commercial 

properties displaced and noise and vibration effects. 

 

Transit Projects Around The World  

 

In European cities such as London and Paris, light rail transit is only built in low density outer 

lying areas of these cities which feed into an already-extensive subway system, which is also being 

extended. 

 

In Paris, another 200 km of fully automated subway at a cost of subways $160 million/km is being 

planned. Metrolinxôs price for the replacement of the Scarborough RT with an LRT is $335 

million.  Toronto LRT would carry less than 1/5 the number passengers than the Paris subway 

would carry. Additionally, Barcelona, Spain is constructing subways for $95 million/km. Taipei, 
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Taiwan has constructed 20 new subway lines in the last 10 years at a similar cost. This leaves the 

accuracy of the cost figures from Metrolinx in doubt, which may have been inflated to make LRT 

more attractive. 

 

'SmartTrack'  

 

In October 2014, Mayor John Tory introduced 'SmartTrack' which was a high speed above-ground 

rail, similar to those existing in London, U.K., using existing rail lines with frequent local stops 

like a subway. His plan was to run it along the Stouffville GO rail line south from Markham, 

through Scarborough, and then west along the Lakeshore GO rail line, through Union Station in 

downtown Toronto, and then northwest along the Kitchener GO rail line to Eglinton Avenue 

connecting to the Eglinton-Crosstown Light Rail Line. It would run across the entire city with 

more than 15 stops and take seven years to build. 'Get Toronto Moving' supports this plan. 

 

GO TRAINS 

 

Since, much of Torontoôs traffic commutes from outside the city, 'Get Toronto Moving' advocates 

for greater use of the GO train commuter rail system which utilizes existing railway lines. The 

system should be greatly expanded and run in both directions all day every 15 to 30 minutes. This 

is a far more cost-effective way of providing extensive fast rail transit across the Greater Toronto 

Area than the construction of light rail lines as currently proposed by Metrolinx. 

Currently, there are seven GO rail lines with limited service in all directions from Union Station 

in downtown Toronto, connecting Toronto with Hamilton, Milton and Kitchener in the west, 

Barrie, Richmond Hill and Stouffville in the north and Oshawa in the east. Additionally, there is 

the new Union to Pearson Rail link, now under construction, running along the Kitchener GO rail 

line. These should all be expanded to two-way, all day service running every 15 to 30 minutes and 

a new Crosstown GO rail line from The Junction area of West Toronto northeast to Markham and 

the Pickering Airport via Summerhill Station should be constructed. 

 

This system should be extended with additional new services, utilizing existing railway lines, to 

provide a continuous two-way all day network which connects Toronto with Niagara in the south, 

Brantford and Cambridge in the west, Orangeville and Alliston in the northwest, Beaverton and 

Uxbridge in the northeast and Peterborough and Cobourg in the east. An express train route from 

Union Station to the new Pickering Airport should also be constructed. 
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