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MARQUETTE COUNTY
QUILTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 411

Marquette, MI 49855

www.marquettequilters.com

March 2, 2016
Peter White Public Library

Programming Note:

March, 2016

6:30p
Community Room

Thanks, Mary, for rescheduling this program!

What’s New in Books

with

Mary Poirier

From the retail quilting front lines, Mary will be bringing
us an update on new, interesting, or popular books with some
examples. Row Quilts…. Sampler Quilts… Vintage… What has
been selling out lately? What books and patterns are fun and
well written? What books offer ideas and techniques that
make the most of today’s fabulous fabrics and our quilting
time?
Mary’s viewpoint from her shop, Country Garden Quilts and
More in Ishpeming, gives her an understanding of the trends
that interest quilters in our area and what is hot across the
country. And if you have been in a workshop or talk with
Mary, you know she is a wonderful teacher of our craft.
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This March MCQA Newsletter is
your last issue unless you have
renewed your membership!

Fall Fiber Arts Festival: A Collaboration - Should We Join?
There is planning going on for a unique event in our area: a collaborative day to
celebrate fiber arts in their many forms. And we are being offered the opportunity
to share in this event. At our meeting we will discuss this information with the
intent to commit or decline this offer.
The objectives of this new initiative are
1. to showcase artisans, fine crafters and their guilds in our region, in order to foster
appreciation of the skills and vision of this segment of the arts community.
2. to provide encouraging and educational demonstrations throughout the day of fiber arts
skills for the public in order to encourage new participation in these activities.
3. to promote the role of the Marquette Regional History Center in the preservation of regional
fiber arts in our history over the years, and the stories they tell.
An informal committee organized under the guidance of the Marquette Regional History Center
has been meeting to develop this idea. All the details have not been developed yet, but here is
a synopsis of the ideas developed so far. Guilds in our area are being contacted to invite
participation, with the intent that guilds will present fine-quality work representing their skill
interest. Guilds being contacted include knitting/crochet, weavers/spinners, embroidery/
needle arts, and possibly beaders, basketmakers, lace/tatters.
This event will take place in the Marquette Regional History Center, using the beautiful main
lobby space and several smaller areas. The usual History Center admission fee will be
charged to attendees, and will include admission to the fiber arts event, a special exhibit on
Personal Collections, and all the usual, longterm exhibits. The Festival will be held on
Saturday, October 1, 10 am - 4 pm. Set up will be on Friday, September 30, 12 noon - 4 pm.
It is anticipated MCQA may be permitted up to 25% of the display space in the main lobbyevent space, depending on the participating guilds. Tables will be provided. A space for
relaxation and refreshments will be available to encourage comfortable daylong participation
for attendees who would like to stay.
Demonstrations will take place throughout the day in a nearby side-room with seating.
Demos will be an explanation/lecture rather than hands-on workshop-type, in order to minimize
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the need for materials and tools for an uncertain number of learners. A separate kids corner is
being planned in the main room, to provide experiences in fiber arts geared for children, with
simple take-away projects. Examples: a yo-yo corsage or similar easy fabric project; finger
knitting; box-loom weaving. Of note, one of the demonstrations will be a showing of many of
the History Center’s fiber arts items, with stories about them as the stories are known.
Sales of high-quality items made by participants will be permitted in a side area, but are NOT
the main intent of this event, and are not a required part of the guild’s participation. Any items
sold will be assessed the same commission (25-30%?) as is charged when items are sold in
the Center’s gift shop. Vendors are not being invited, due to space limitations.
Publicity for this event will be mainly provided by the MRHC staff, through their frequently
used means for events at the Center (newspapers, radio-TV, their website, their newsletter and
email list). Participating guilds will be acknowledged in publicity. Guild members will be
encouraged to distribute posters, post on social media, and spread word-of-mouth. (Tell your
Mom, your sibs and cousins, your kids, your friends and neighbors, and the color-tourists you
know.)
We are being asked to
1. Select fine quality, representative items to display to showcase our interests and the
outcome of the guild’s education and support
2. Assist in distribution of posters and word-of-mouth publicity
3. Set up our display, providing necessary hardware, not attaching anything to the walls
4. Schedule a member/s to be present at our guild display during Festival hours
5. Provide 2 demonstration/lectures by a guild member, 30 minutes plus Q+A. Demonstrations
will be scheduled to start at the top of each hour.
6. Provide a fiber-oriented door prize, something like a rotary cutter.
7. Assist with take-down.

So, let’s discuss this unique opportunity to collaborate with fiber folks, perhaps expand our
membership by showing what we do, and share in enhancing the recognition of the fiber talent
in our region.
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A note from our Charity Quilting Chair, Karen S.
Our charity quilters have been very busy! The “Nooker” quilt committee informs
me that things are going well and they are very excited
about the great response from the membership - see Alice’s note
below.
Plans are underway for creating at least six twin-size quilts for
Harbor House. A group of us have gotten together to cut 10 inch
squares from our donated stash to use for Harbor House projects. If
you have any white, cream, or beige blenders to combine with the
stash prints that you’d like to share, please bring to the March
meeting. We will have a station set up at National Quilt Day where
we will be making Disappearing Pinwheel blocks for Harbor House quilts. So, if you have 10
inch squares of these light blenders (whites, creams, beiges) that would be awesome. If you
don’t have the pieces cut to size, that’s fine, too.

**** Update on the Nooker Quilts Charity Project from Alice:
At this time I am pleased to announce we currently have 19 nooker quilts being worked on
and/or completed - these are the quilts I know about for sure. Thank you to all who have
gotten a kit and are contributing to this count. However, I know of others who are making
nookers on their own, but only one has emailed me with specific numbers so far. It would be
really great if all of you others making nookers on your own would drop me an email as to
how many you are doing. I'd like an accurate count in preparation for the April Sew-In. (In
other words, I need to know how much more work the committee needs to do!!) By the way,
Ben's has kits if you want to pick one up. Be sure you leave your name on the list they are
keeping. Warm thanks to all of you who are helping with this great project!!
Alice Johnson kaj68 at att dot net or 249-3262

If you want to construct a Nooker quilt at home from your own stash, let Alice know. Then, here are the directions.

Cut out of bright cheery kids' prints and "solids", cut 80 blocks 5.5"
square.
Arrange attractively and sew (1/4" seams) a top with 10 rows of 8
blocks each - press each row's seams in alternating directions.
Batting 42" x 52" with weight 4 oz - 6.9 oz..
Backing 42" x 54" and can be pieced if necessary.
Quilt by sewing with a serpentine stitch on the seam lines - or any method
you prefer..
Bind with a separate binding, OR carefully trim off extra bat, but not the
backing , fold quilt backing to front, turn under and adjust binding to an
even width and stitch down.
Sew binding by machine. These quilts get hard use.
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March April May

March
National Quilting Day
Laura reports we have the glass-top room in the
Arts&Culture Center throughout the day, and the Wave
Room after noon.
Activities will take place Saturday, March 19, 11 am 3 pm.
The committee (Laura, Joanie, Karen S) is seeking
members to lead activities! Contact Laura via email:
lreilly at kendrickslaw dot com or at the upcoming
meeting.
!

Posters (they are awesome!) will be available at the
meeting for you to get out into the community.

April
April 6 meeting,

Arts & Culture Center, 1p-9p

come when you can

A sew-in focused on Charity Projects for those who want to pitch in, or bring your own
project to work on with fellowship.
This will be a great time to make sure we will complete our commitment to providing 36
Nooker Quilts to Bay Cliff by the time the 3-5 year olds arrive at camp in June.

Also in April The Yarnwinders Guild (weavers, spinners) will be the display at Sweetwater Cafe all during
April, with a variety of woven pieces, demonstrating several techniques, fibers, and functions.
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May
Save the dates for our Spring Retreat at the Rapid
River Lodge May 9-16, 2016. Stay tuned as plans are
developed for this great time at a great location!
Laura and Tracey at MCQA Spring Retreat May, 2015

Also, watch for the region’s Shop Hop in May.

* * * * * * * * * *
Last Chance for Fons and Porter's Love of Quilting
From Susan V.: The March meeting is your last chance to sign up for subscriptions
to Fons and Porter's Love of Quilting at the guild rate of $15/year. If you are
interested, please bring cash or a check made out to MCQA.

* * * * * * * * * *

Isn’t this a clever quilt label?
Since we are all going to label our
quilts, might as well have some
fun!
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from designer/quilter
Jennifer Sampou on
her blog:
jennifersampou.com
Recently, to celebrate
a panel discussion at
QuiltCon West,
Jennifer summed up
some thoughts about
creativity and
renewal, i.e. fueling
your mojo. And she
offers a free pattern
on her blog for the
creative image below:
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Did you know?
✵There are 21 million quilters in the US.
✵Quilters own an average 2.7 sewing machines.
✵The value of the quilting industry in the US is
$3,600,000,000.
✵“Quilt” comes from the Latin word culcita,
meaning large stuffed sack.
compiled by Craftsy
MCQA 2016 Board of Directors

MCQA 2016 Committees

President: Tracey Cairati

Charity Quilt Coordinator: Karen

Past President: Carol Luoma

Sanford

V.P. Programs: Carol Luoma, Barb
Bennett, Gerry Nault
V.P Publicity: Karen Sanford

Bay Cliff: Alice Johnson, Joan Kaukola
Harbor House: Barb Bennett, Karen
Sanford

Secretary: Laura Reilly

Neonatal: Ann Pillote & Material Girls

Treasurer: Susan Vore

Teddy Bear Quilts: ? 2016

All members are welcome to attend the
board meeting on March 2 at 5:30 pm in
the Dandelion Cottage Room, PWPL.

Historian: Judy Parlato
Hospitality: Laurie Short, Char Grimsby
Library: Jen St.Martin Jan - June,
EvAnn Johnson Aug.- Nov.
with Jeanne Baumann

What’s the buzz? Send your
quilting news and views to
★Website:
quilters@marquettequilters.com
★Newsletter:
mcqanewsletter@yahoo.com
Deadline for April news: Mar 23
★MCQA Facebook Group - check with
Laura Reilly or any FB group member for
an invitation to join this
closed FB group.

Membership: Gerry Nault, Chris Swenor
Newsletter: Jeanne Baumann
Property/Equipment: Alice Johnson,
Nancy Henderson
Retreats/ Workshops: Tracey Cairati,
Laurie Short, Connie Hagle, Joan
Kaukola
Webmaster: Kay Beauchamp

