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1.O0nce I couldlaughand play, When in life's ear-ly day, Then I wasfar a-way,
2.¥es I was freefromecare; All wasbrightsummerthere Dark daysto mewere fair
3.Therelived my moth-er dear Gonefrom this world I fear; Thererangourvoic -es Clear,
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Down a+nong thecanebrakes, Down ammong thecanebrakes onthe Mis-sissippi shore
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Oh! Thosehap-py days, those hap-py days areo'er! Oh  Thosehap-py days_ will
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come back nomore! come back nomorel 4.Therelived a love-ly one,

5.Longyearshave glid ed by
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Who, likethe rest, hasgone; Shemighthavebeenmyown, Down among thecanebrakes.
sincethen Ibreathedeachsigh, May I  re-turn to die,
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Down asmong thecanebrakes onthe Mississip-ptshore Ohl Thosehap-py days, those
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happy daysareo'erl Oh Those happy days_will comeback nomorel  comeback nomorel



