MARGE DERBY HONORED

Chamber honors her with Llfetlme AchlevementAward

" By JEFF BENZIGER
" Editor of the
CErES (CALIF.) COURIER

Marge Derby s decades of service to the commumty
nd her passion to make life better for others promp-
»d the Ceres Chamber of Commerce to award her the
Citizen of the Year Lifetime Achievement Award”
unng Friday’s 53rd annual Ceres Commumty Ser-
ice Awards & Installation Dinner.”

The event also gave the Chamber an opportunity to
nstall new Chamber board members for the new year.

Scott Siegel, the 2020 Lifetime Achievement
\ward recipient, introduced Derby as one who “gives
yur community a heartbeat and reminds us of our

istory. She has continued to advocate for those less
idvantaged than’ others. Her work at the Red Shield

yroviding services and resources to the youth in our .
,ommumty is extraordmary

“Marge is a consistent advocate for others Her
yassions include the elderly as well as the disabled
is her son Steven required assistance navigating his
sducational journey. She has given of herself from
rer early years as her family’s history is part of our-
sommunity today. Marge Derby is the person you call
when you need help and resources. She is a strong
1dvocate for those who don’t have a voice as well as
1n educator who looks past one’s disabilities to help
hem achieve-success. She has continued her passion
n the community and Stlll volunteers to this day for
‘e programs we so enjoy.”

Derby has served falthfully on the Salvatlon Army
Red Shield Center Board in south Modesto and has
been engaged heavﬂy in fundraising. Marge started a
scholarship fund in memory- of her late son Steven to
provide scholarshlps to current or former Red Shield
program youth. '

She has been active in the Community Branch of
behalf of the Red Shield

.Advocate for elderly commumty members a551st1ng
them in connecting with services and resources.

As a retired Caswell School resource specialist,
Marge served as strong advocate for her students,
often prov1d1ng aid and clothing to those and their
families in need.

. She continues to remain a constant supporter of = SN — — re—— o ' r . " ' -
] d 1 ontribute to the ourier

;]:lezg;gmged f es an, ﬁnanc1a ly strugghng Marge Derby, escorted by son David Derby of Oakdale, was honored as the “Citizen of
! the Year Lifetime Achievement Award” during Friday’s 53rd annual Ceres Communlty

SEE BANQUET’ PAGE A8~ Serwce Awards & Installation Dinner.”
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on campus, is captain of the right),

tennis team, and is president .

the Associated Student Body. Contributed to
Gurmannet’s activities - the Courjer

have not detracted from her

Placement (AP) courses and
is on her way to complete an
additional four. She has main-
tained a 3.8 GPA throughout
high school and will continue
pursuing her education after
hlgh school.

+ Her: qommumty activities
include membership in the
Interact Club and assembling *
care packages for the less
fortunate in Cerés and wri-
ting appreciation cards for

administration and staff. As a
member.of California Scholar:

sent holiday cards to residet

" of the retirement homes. She

has volunteered to hand out
candy at the Trunk or Treat )
event. She has also served as_ "
a volunteer at Doctors Medi-

cal Center, Sikh Temple of
Modesto and at the Virginia: .
Parks Fall Harvest Festival. "

Bahia Toy Drive to collect and
donate toys and clothing to 75 ot S ,
kids each year. . . Contributed to the ¢
R Dnnlcl Mmlmz reads off a list of accomplishments of Nick and Ryan Thornberry as owners of Callfomla Lands

“Small Business of the Year”  Supply. The buslmu was glven thc "Sma Buslness of the Year Award" by tho Chambor. R

California Landscape Sup- ‘
ply of Ceres was honored as
the “Small Business of the

Year.” : T ey
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Thomberry Jr. came to Ceres
and opened a concrete busi-
ness that he passed down to
son Ken. He operated D&L
Concrete for over 20 years’
before handing the reins of the
business over to his sons Ryan
and Nick. ' '
The business has grown

" into a full nursery with trees,

shrubs, bark, topsoil, sand
river rock, crushed gravel, sod
and grass seed. They also sell
turf, stone, pavers and ready-
mix concrete by the yard.

© Last October, the crew at
Cahforma Landscape took

* time on their day off to give
~ the children of Ceres.Youth
' Baseball a better-and safer
“field to play on. They also
“played a huge, part in reno-
- Vating the infield of John
‘Thurman Field, home of the
" Modesto Nuts Minor League

Baseball Team

: Large Busmess of the ear

- Sunbelt Rentals is:one of

: _Ceres larger employers and

one of the city’s top sales tax -
revenue generators; and was

" named “Large Business of the .
_Year” for also giving back'to -
Ceres as a corporation..

" Sunbelt Rentals partners
with the Gary Sinise Founda-

tion and its R.I.S.E. (Restoring

Independence.Supporting
Empowerment), First Res-

the 1920s. Smernes
continued with the
tradition mrtln’g in
1984,

€Eontributed te
. the Eaurier

ponders Outreaeh, SnoWhall
Express, and Avalon Network

programs. Sunbelt' ‘supplies
the necessary equipment for
each of the R.I.S.E. program’s
prOJects to the contractors
working on the home builds at
no charge.

" The company also donates
a portion of fental proceeds
from co-branded Gary Sinise
Foundation equipment and
organize various localized
fundraising efforts to help
positively impact the lives of
deserving defenders, veterans,

- first- responders thelr farmhes

and those in need.

" Additionally; Sunbelt Ren— :
tals and the American Red
Cross share a passionfor, assis-

ting with relief efforts in times

of need. On top of financial
donations to the Red Cross, -
Sunbelt Rentals often sends -
equipment to affected areds
from locations thfoughout the
country, to aid in relief efforts -
and to help stncken commum—
ties rebu11d ‘

generous with local non-pro-
fits-with donations and is a

~ great resource to businesses -
" throughout the Valley.

_ Legacy Award
" The Legacy Award, which
recognizes individuals and/or
businesses that have contribu-
ted through service, support or-
volunteer efforts, to the Ceres

. community for more than 40 .

years, went to Ceres Drug
Store.
The business. has been a

' mainstay in downtown Ceres-

for generations, providing .
prescriptions : and personal
amenities since the 1930s..The.
business began in the 1920s by
J.D. Anderson at the corner of
Lawrence and Fourth streets,

- (now occupied by Steps Dance -

Art Studio). It was sold to -
Claude and Jean McKnight in
the 1930s. During the 1940s,
the corner drug store, with its

~ old-fashioned soda fountain,

was a very popular gathering -

- place. Back then, the'drug

* Runbélt Bestalshas best: A

store sold magazines, news-
paper, candy, cosmetics and
cigarettes — until they were
considered harmful. :
The drug store eventually

relocated to its current location

on Fourth Street and even-
tually turned-over to Roger

Strange. In 1984, Strange sold -

the business to Ted Smermes, .
who was then at Payless Phar-
macy. His wife, Debra, has .

worked side-by-side managing

the store and offering a wide -
array of unique and beautiful

- gifts, fashion, and decor. They '
still offer free gift wrappmg on

purchased gifts.

- In 2005, Ted’s oldest son,

Derek, Jomed his father as

a pharmacist and younger

son, Justin, joined the family-

owned business in 2008 after -

earning his license as a phar-

macist.

~ New board installed
The 2022 Ceres Chamber

Board of Directors and staff

recognized at the event were:

President Brandy Meyer; Past

President Herman Bhatti;:

President Daniel Martinez;
Treasurer Donna Lambert;
Parliamentarian Paul Huck
directors:Rajinder-Bhuller,

" Kelly Cerny, Rahil Chadha
. Jason Chapman, Vick Seck
- and Eileen Stokman; City .c

Ceres Liaisons Christopher

" Hoem and Anthony Sims;,

Ceres Unified School Distr
Liaison John “Jay” Simmo
Auditor/Controller John “J
Curtis; Executive Director

" Renee Ledbetter; and Char
- ber office assistants Beth

Stochl and Amy Medina:
~ Eric Ingwerson emceed
event. Mark Whitehead de
vered the invocation, with
moment of silence to reme
ber the late Pastor Adrian
Condit. i

Those who attended din
on food catered by Americ
Ttalian Bistro (formerly Pa

: . Pronto) of downtown Cere

© Music entertainment wa
provided by, Rick & Jeff fe
ring LaVonne.




