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For as long as I can remember people around me, including myself, have referred
to themselves and to others as blessed.
“Blessed” would describe a sense of confidence or peace that one would cling to
during a troubling storm or it would be a term to justify one’s possession and/or
economic welfare. I have known people to buy a brand new car, or a large home,
or have many children/grandchildren and refer to themselves/one another as
blessed.

Phone 254-435-2218
Fax: 254-435-2468
Office Hours
9 am to 12 noon Mondays
9 am to 4 pm Tues - Fri.

But, what about Job?

Saturday, October 13
10 am to 2 pm
Come for lunch, Silent Auction
Country Store, Grand Auction
Kids activities,
Good Stuff!
See page 3 for details

Job, in our terms, was blessed. “[He] was blameless and upright, one who feared
God and turned away from evil. [He had] seven sons and three daughters, and
owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen,
five hundred donkeys, and very many servants. [He] was the greatest of all the
people of the east.” (Job 1:1-3) And, for no reason, all that he had was taken from
him.
His wife told him to “curse God, and die” (Job 2:9), and his friends believed Job
was suffering from the consequences of his sin, though he had none. Would we
still refer to Job as blessed after he lost everyone and everything?
Could we see past the tragic, horrific events and still give praise to God?
Are we able to differentiate the works of Satan from the works of God? Or, do we
praise God for the good, and blame God for the bad?
For the month of October, we are going to battle some difficult questions that will
help us further recognize and rebuke the presence of Satan so we can become more
aware of the invisible spiritual forces that are at work in the visible acts on earth.
Join us for our October sermon series, “Tunnel Vision,” as we focus on the light as
we trek through the darkness.
Your brother in Christ,
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Pastor Paul

Things to know about and attend
October Events
Dates for Girl Scout meetings will be
Announced. They will be 4 to 5 at FUMC.

Oct 3

Regular Wednesday Activities:
9 am
PUSH Prayer group
9:30 am Crafters
4 pm
Praise Band
5 pm
Choir Practice
6 pm
Meal
6:45 pm Owls & Youth
Adult Bible Study
Oct 5 & 6 9 am
Church Work Days
Oct 7
9 am
Sunday School for all ages
10 am
Worship
POTLUCK
Oct 10

Regular Wednesday Activities

Oct 11,12 Noon to 5
Set up for Lord’s Harvest
Oct 12
after game

Oct 13 10 to 2
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 16
Oct 17
Oct 21

5 th Quarter

Lord’s Harvest

9 am
Sunday School for all ages
10 am
Worship
1:30—4 KIDS KLOSET
2 pm
United Methodist Women
10 am
Missions Meeting
Regular Wednesday Activities
9 am
10 am
11:15

After giving multiple pair of socks
and underwear to 93 children during
August at Kid’s Kloset, our stockpiles are low.
Please consider bringing packages of socks and underwear during Socktober to help replenish
our supplies.
Children prefer low cut socks,
colorful for girls (including teenagers who wear womens sizes and black
for boys.
Boys prefer
All the girls
boxer briefs
prefer low cut
(no tidy
underwear(but
whites,
not bikini
please).
please)

FUMC has been very blessed this month to welcome
two new members through the sacrament of Baptism.
On September 9th Clifford Crawford came forward to
be Baptized accompanied by his wife Montie and
children Autumn, Jada, Aidan, April, and Alijah.

First United Methodist Church is proud to host 5th
Quarter for all the Varsity home football games in
Meridian. This is an opportunity or our Meridian
youth to have a safe place for fellowship and fun.
If you would like to help with this outreach, please
talk with Pastor Paul and/or Chris Utton. If you
want to donate snacks or sodas please bring them by
the church. The next 5th Quarters will be Sept 28,
Oct 12, Oct 26, Nov 9, from after the game to midnight. Adult volunteers are appreciated.

We have been told that all month long Pastor Paul
will be sharing, with the kids, his preference in
socks during Children's time.
Socktober is here and you don’t want to miss it!!
On September 23rd Steven Lawson Leatherwood was
brought forward by his parents Josh and Lana Leatherwood,
Craig, his Godfather, and his Grandparents, Steve and
Sandy Leatherwood and cousin Addison Kennedy

Sunday School for all ages
Worship
Admin Board meeting

Oct 22
6 pm
5 th Quarter
Backpack Packing at
Civic Center
7 pm
Walk to Emmaus in Kopperl UMC
Oct 24
Regular Wednesday Activitie
Oct 26
after game
Oct 28
9 am
Sunday School for all ages
10 am
Worship

The United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet on Monday, October 15th at 2
pm in Fellowship Hall. We will be talking about mission activities til the end of the year. Join us.
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October is
SOCKTOBER!

From 5:30 to 7:30 pm on Halloween night FUMC
will once more host a parking lot of Halloween
treats. Pastor Paul and Ed and Kris have some
“tricks” up their sleeves, so you better come on out
and join the fun.
Candy for Trunk or Treat is being collected in the
basket in Fellowship Hall. Dr op off a bag or two,
to give out if you can, it’s appreciated.
Bring some treats, decorate your car, dress up yourself, and bring your camera. All us “grown ups” can
enjoy the parade of goblins and ghosts, princesses
and batmen as they come by for some goodies.

If you are interested in being Baptized, FUMC welcomes you to contact Pastor Paul and he will be happy to talk with you and make the necessary arrangements.
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OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVESARIES
1
2
5
7
9
10
11
13
14
19
23
29
31

Kathryn Autrey
Amber Davis
Jarett McMahon
Patti Wagner
Jackye Hatley
Glenn Gosdin
Gwen Owen
Sheri Davis
Earl Royal
Tracy and Kathryn Hardcastle (A)
Ray Miller
John Campbell
Alvin Zuehlke

Lord’s Harvest

Ministerial Alliance puts together
kids weekend food packs
Four hundred fifty food packs were put together on
September 10th by many local church members.
All gathered at The Civic Center to fill the packs
that will be given to children over the next six
weeks of school so they have food over the weekends. This packing will be stored at the Cowboy
Church.
The next packing will be at 6 pm on Oct 22nd at
the Civic Center. Come and lend a hand or
make a donation to the Ministerial Alliance directly or through the participating churches, just memo
your check to Backpack Project.

Saturday October 13th is “THE” day. Everyone has
been cookin’ and sewin’ and scurrying around to get
items ready. Now it’s crunch time, and we have to
get things set up, displayed, cooked and baked so we
can have the community and friends in for a fun and
a successful Lord’s Harvest.
High quality items are still needed for the Silent
and Grand Auctions. Have something to donate?
Call the church office at 435-2218 or see or call
Weldon Hamilton at 254/339-4046. Weldon is the
coordinator. Set up will be completed Thursday
and Friday afternoons, Oct 11th and 12th. Please
bring all your items in by noon Friday so the
Grand and Silent Auctions can be organized, written
up, and in place for Saturday morning. The Country
Store items also need to be priced and placed.
This event funds 85% of FUMC outreach and
missions. Plan to invite your neighbors, relatives
and friends, for an exceptional fun day filled with
good food, unique stuff and Christian fellowship.
See you there!

Kids Kloset
IMMEDIATE & ACUTE NEEDS
Rain
Sherrod Fielden
Heather Hall
Lucy Lunn (Hatley baby great grand daughter)

CANCER PATIENTS
Maddi Burt
Norma Pogue

Trisha Fitzgerald
Becky Reese

Tonya Harkins

CONTINUING PRAYER
Bill Buchholz
Glenda LeMay

Clifford Crawford
Bob Morrison
Julian Wilson

Glen Gosdin
Barbara & Will Shepard

Kid’s Kloset will be open next
on October 14th from 1:30 to 4
Kids Kloset serves the children of No. Bosque
County with clothing, shoes and backpacks for
school. KK was open twice during the month of
August serving 27 families and 93 children.

Estelle Biggs
Betsy Cooper
Durwood Gandy
Bobbye Spitzer

John Campbell
Mattie Derryberry
Al Johannes
Monk Thiekin

Anna Compton
Cleva Dyon
Dorma Nichols

For prayer concerns call the Prayer Chain
Church
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Edith Davis 675-8011
435-2218
Pastor Paul

361/935-5873

Memorials
For: Mary Jones
From: Annie & Alvin Zuehlke

300 N Main

Meridian, Texas

254/435-2218

Lord’s Harvest
Saturday, October 13, 2017
10 am to 2 pm
Share the fruits of our labors

Country Store:

canned goods, jam
& jelly, pickles, crafts, handmade items,
baked goods, decorative items

Silent Auction 10 to Noon
crocheted angels,
center pieces, Christmas items

Grand Auction 12 to 2

meals, desserts, trips, rugs,
firewood, holiday decorations

Lunch 11:30 to 1 pm:

Lord’s Harvest
Meal Tickets

are On Sale
For Saturday, October 13th
Serving will begin at 11:30 and end at 1 pm
Beef tips, Baked potato ,
Green beans, Salad, Tea, Cookies
See Jennie or Weldon Hamilton for
tickets to sell, buy for you or give away.

SENIOR SAINTS

First United Methodist Church

This is THE annual fundraiser for
Missions and Outreach, which includes:
Vacation Bible School, local fire dept. and
EMS, Child Protective Services, Helping
Hands, Wed meals & activities for the youth
and school age kids in our community.

Beef tips,
baked potato, green beans, salad,
tea and cookies.
Tickets at the door –
Adults $10 Under 12 $5
Buy early & save
Adults $8 Under 12 $4

Kids Kingdom:

games, face painting, fun
And much more!

What treasure will you find at
Lord’s Harvest?
Good people, good food,
good stuff –
guaranteed!
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