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DISCERNMENT YEAR
The Priest-in-Charge (PIC) model is often confusing to people. We typically think that once a priest is here that everything
is settled and permanent. This is true for a rector who has been called by the church but when the bishop appoints a clergy
for a period of three years it is done to assist the congregation in preparing for a permanent call. The PIC is like an extended
interim between one priest and the next. During this time, all of the usual sacramental ministry occurs and the parish
functions as usual but there is also an emphasis on addressing whatever issues that need to be resolved before a permanent
priest may be called.
I believe we have done a very good job in our work together so far and we are now ready to undertake the task of identifying our parish strengths, goals, vision, ministry and direction. Jim Gettel, our diocesan canon for Transition Ministry and Congregational
Development, met with the vestry of St. John’s and the bishop’s committee from Nativity on Monday, April 23 to discuss the process that
we will follow for the next year.
To begin with, Jim is going to come back and train our vestry in Holy Conversations. These are opportunities for our vestry members to
meet with small groups of parishioners to discuss the following:
1. Do we know where we are going?
2. What is our mission and vision?
3. Who are we sent to serve?
4. How do we share God’s love?
5. How do we invite others into our mission and ministry?
6. What are we doing ourselves and what do we want a priest to help us with?
7. Is Fr. Steve the right person to help us meet our goals and mission?
8. Does Fr. Steve believe he is the right person to help us in this journey?
9. Are we financially able to sustain a part or full time priest for the next 5
years?
10. What other changes do we need to make to strengthen our congregation?
After Jim trains our vestry sometime in the next month or two, the vestry May 6
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
will put together a schedule of how, where and when they will ask all of our
May 13 Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
parishioners to participate in these conversations. We will publicize all of this
May 20 Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
once it is determined.
Once all the responses are gathered from these conversations, our vestry will May 27 Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
then go through them and put together a report of their findings. This will assist
us in putting together a parish profile and a priest profile. These last two documents will then be used to determine whether or not Fr. Steve is the right person
Holy Eucharist at
for the position, the vestry may or may not call him and he has the option to ac- May 8
Hope Health Care 10:30 am
cept or decline. The other possibility is that a call is not offered but rather an
extension of the priest in charge time has been agreed upon, whereby Fr. Steve May 23 No Service at Hope Health Care
would stay for up to another two years. At that point a decision would have to
be made.
This may sound like a daunting process, but it is actually very helpful and
Bible Study 10:00 am
simple to move through. We have a year to accomplish this so there is no need May 2
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
to rush. During this time, we ask for your prayers and support as well as your
participation. The vestry will be taking on the majority of this work, but they May 9
Bible Study 10:00 am
may ask for assistance from others, so please consider accepting the invitation
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
if it is given.
St. John’s and Nativity will be doing this work independently; they just met May 16 Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
together for the initial presentation. Of course there will be communication between the two congregations, but our work is not dependent on what the other May 23 No Bible Study or Eucharist
group does. Thank you for all you do to make St. John’s a wonderful place to
May 30 Bible Study 10:00 am
be! We are very happy that you have found your faith home here!
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities

All are Welcome
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Wednesday Worship
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH invites you to our 2018

Bazaar
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Lunch Available

Saturday, May 12, 2018
Noon - 5 pm

SPRING BAZAAR
INVITATION

On Saturday, May 12 from noon –
5pm we will hold our 3rd annual
Spring Bazaar! The times of the
event have shifted and we have
added a flower sale that will coincide with the craft show. In the past
we have held a separate 3 day flower
sale around Mother’s Day and did
very well with that fundraiser. We
would like to invite you to purchase
your spring flowers here and to
come and browse and shop all the
wonderful crafts that will be on
hand. And yes we can always use
more baked goods for our table so
please consider putting on the apron
and whipping up some yummy
treats! And we would also welcome
your assistance in volunteering to
help with setup, selling, cooking, or
cleanup as well. If you only have a
short amount of time that day, bring
some friends and family to enjoy
good conversation food and crafts.
Looking forward to seeing you
there!

Shown at left:
Members of St. John’s Vestry and
Nativity’s Bishop’s Committee met
with Jim Gettel, Fr. Steve and
Deacon Carolynn on Monday,
April 23. The meeting kicked off
what will be our final year of the
Priest-in-Charge contract and
the beginning the process of
discernment as to what comes
next for both congregations.
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Wedding Blessing and Brunch Thank You!

W

Thank you to everyone who participated in the marriage blessing on Sunday April 29 at the 10:30 am
service. It was a very moving experience for us. We
also greatly appreciate everyone who attended and
assisted at our brunch on Sunday. It was a wonderful
turnout and we are very grateful for all the well
wishes, the cards and the gifts. You are all very generous and kind and we feel supported and taken care
of during this celebratory time!
-Brenda & Fr. Steve

NEXT MONTH!
ST. JOHN’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

Friday, June 8, 2018 from 5 - 7:30 pm
Includes spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert & beverage.
Adults $9 • 12+under $5 • 3+under FREE
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Diocesan Listening Sessions
The Search and Nomination Committee invites all in the Diocese of Michigan to
listening sessions. These sessions will gather information from you about the people
and places, blessings and challenges, hopes and dreams of our diocese. Your participation is vital as we develop our diocesan profile, a document that provides a
vision of who we are today, who we have been, and who we hope to become. The
profile will be provided to potential candidates for Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan in the Fall.
Each listening session will be facilitated by members of the Search and Nomination Committee. Participants will meet
in small groups to respond to a brief series of questions. Your responses will be recorded anonymously and common
themes will be included the diocesan profile.
Sat., May 12 9 – 11:30am, St. Stephen’s, Troy
Tue., May 16, 6 – 8:30pm, Christ Church Grosse Pointe
Sun., May 20, 5 – 7:30pm St. Paul’s, Brighton (With YAYA Breakout Session*)
Thu., May 24, 6 – 8:30pm, St. Paul’s, Jackson
Sat., June 2, 9 – 11:30am, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit (With YAYA Breakout Session*)
Register at bit.ly/BishopListening.
Registration is encouraged, but not required.
*Though both the May 20 and June 2 events have specific
“Youth and Young Adults” breakout sessions, all ages are
welcome at all listening events, but youth are specifically encouraged to attend one of the two events with YAYA Breakout Sessions.

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Thursday, May 10,
New Hours: Noon-2 pm
*Please bring donations in
by Sunday, May 6

St. John’s Episcopal Church

555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Office: (734) 721-5023

Parish office hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal Church - Westland MI

St. John’s Episcopal Church
STAFF

MAY Events & Meetings Calendar

SUNDAYS:
May 6
May 13

Breakfast at 9:30 am
Daughters of the King at 12:00 pm
Happy Mother’s Day!

May 20

Breakfast at 9:30 am

MONDAY:
May 7

Vestry meeting at 5:30 pm

WEDNESDAYS:
May 9, 16, 23, 30
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)
SATURDAY:
May 12
Spring Bazaar 12-5 pm

Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
Cell: 248 705 9695

Charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

Dana Hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

2018 OFFICERS
Nick Hamblin & Sharon Scott, Senior Co-Wardens
Don Streeter, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout & Mary Vellardita, Co-Clerks
Erin Downey-Tarnowski, Treasurer
2018 VESTRY MEMBERS
Neil Barbu, Sue Daniel, Cindy Fowler and Julie Jones

