These 8 verses are packed full of significance and meaning 


for how we are to be the church.  

They almost function like a class reunion, 


with Jesus, 


plus Peter, James, and John coming up to the mountain 


to meet Moses and Elijah, 



and then the Principal shows up 




and speaks at the end with the cloud.  

Like a class reunion, 


everyone is showing up with their own story, 


and everyone is trying to figure out if the old ways you used to interact 



are still the ways in which you interact.  

We will quickly see that the answer to that question is “No.”  


But there is some bumbling to experience first.

Like a class reunion at 10 or 20 years, 


the timing of this reunion is significant.  

Matthew tells us that it is 6 days 


since Jesus has told the disciples that they must take up their cross 


and follow him if they want to be his disciples.  

6 days is how long it took God to create the earth, 

6 days is how long Moses waited on the mountain for God to arrive on Mount Sinai.  

6 days has the idea of God starting a new thing attached to it.

Verse 2 tells us what that new thing is.  


We see what we are intended to become.  

As Jesus is transfigured, 


what is inside of him as God's child, 



comes to the surface.  

Theologians debate whether that is the Godly part of him coming to the surface 


or the perfected human side of him coming out.  

The most convincing for me was the humanly sign coming out, 


because Moses also radiated like this when he would come out of the tabernacle, 


and Luke's version of the same story 



has both Moses and Elijah glowing.  

As hard as the reformed faith is on our fallen humanity, 


we sometimes loose sight of what Jesus and the Father actually intend for us.  

When Jesus was explaining the parable of the seeds, 


he told us that  



“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  This appearance of Jesus as the light is what we are to be as well, 


just as our Sentence of Scripture from 2 Peter proclaimed this morning.

My class reunion had a similar effect, 


as some of those who had not discovered their full callings in life in high school 



had since found their niche 



and carried a greater presence and confidence about who they were.  Matthew makes sure that we know who Jesus is 


and who we are called to become 



with his barrage of light references. 




Jesus' face shining like the son, 




his clothes white like the light.  


We were created in God's image 


and God is light, 



a light the darkness can not overcome.

As Jesus is being transformed, 


metamorphosed, 


changed before their eyes, 

up come the former Kings of the school, 


Moses and Elijah.  

And they talk with Jesus.  


What exactly was said is unknown for two reasons.  



One, is we are not told.  


But when we look at the situation, 



some likely topics of conversation are easily arrived at.  




Both Elijah and Moses had served God from a persecuted stand point, 





either by Pharaoh or Ahab, 




both had served God until their death, 




and both had unusual circumstances surrounding their last days.  



So they could be reassuring Jesus that the road to Jerusalem 




as a suffering servant of the Father is worth it.  



Getting back to the second reason why the content is unknown, 




is that Peter opens his mouth again.

One of the things I am most cautious about 


is breaking up a good conversation, 



leading to hours of my life standing off to the side 



waiting for a good break to jump in to a discussion.  

Peter does not experience that same caution.  


Instead, he blurts out a plan to make booths or tents for each of the three men.  

Peter's motives are again probably mixed.  


Peter is still not fully ready to accept the way of the cross.  



What better way to avoid the cross 




than to keep Jesus up here with Moses and Elijah, 





dwelling in tents together?  


Peter will stall until a better plan than Jesus being crucified manifests itself.  

At the same time, 


Peter has figured out that Jesus comes first.  



So it is for Jesus, 




then Moses and Elijah.  

The church that sits on Mt. Tabor in the Holy Land has this order figured out as well.  


There is a whole main sanctuary for Jesus, 



and then two small chapels at the back dedicated to Moses and Elijah.  

The reason they are not equal in size, 


is because Peter's plan is interrupted by the glory of God.

Matthew highlights that Peter was still telling Jesus what he is going to do, 


when the Father breaks in.  

The Father does not wait, 


because Peter might still be talking if God did.  

So the cloud, 


the same cloud that was present leading the Israelites for 40 years 


and the same cloud that was present in the newly built temple 



envelopes them.  

The cloud has the Shekinah, 


the Glory of the Lord in it, 

and with it comes the voice, 


“This is my Son, 



whom I love; 


with him I am well pleased.”  

The same exact words that we heard at Jesus' baptism.  


Except for this commanding addition. 



“Listen to him!” 

This addition is the key to the whole episode.  


Jesus is glowing as the light.  



Listen to the light.  

Moses and Elijah are there as the Law and the Prophets, 


they talk with Jesus, 


and the Father says, 



of these three, 




“Listen to my Son.”  

Peter, 


the future head of the church is starting up a building campaign 

and the Father interrupts him a


nd reminds him and James and John, 



“Listen to him!”  

Peter's plan to keep Jesus up there is foiled.  

Jesus' plan to suffer at the hands of the elders and priests, 


be killed, 


and raised on the third day, 



pleases the Father.  

So don't listen to Peter's plans, 


listen to Jesus' plans.  

This moment of light on the mountain is wonderful, 


but it is to make the moment on golgotha ahead clearer.  

We are resistant to the cross, 

we love the mount of Transfiguration.  


But the two are of the same vein.  

Tom Wright makes this clear as he offers this meditation:

“Here, on a mountain, 


is Jesus, 



revealed in glory; 

there on a hillside outside Jerusalem, 


is Jesus, 



revealed in shame.  

Here his clothes are shining white, 

there they have been stripped off and gambled for.  

Here he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, 


two of Israel's greatest heroes, 



representing the law and the prophets; 

there he is flanked by two brigands, 


representing the level to which Israel had sunk in rebellion against God.  

Here, a bright cloud overshadowing the scene, 

there, 


darkness comes upon the land.  

Here Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is; 

there, 


he is hiding in shame 



after denying he even knows Jesus.  

Here 


a voice from God himself 



declares that this is his wonderful son; 

there, 


a pagan solider declares, 



in surprise, 



that this really was God's son.”

The glory of God, 

the life of God 


is not available with out the cross, 



the suffering and death that Jesus has laying ahead of him.  

We have in front of us what God hopes for us, 


to be a shining light in the world of darkness, 



until the light outshines the darkness to the point 




that darkness ceases to exist.  

But the light does not come from being good, 


from community service, 


or anything else.  

It comes from following Jesus, 

from listening to him 


and the way that he would have us live.  

That is partly why Jesus was up there.  


He was there to confirm with the Father 



that this suffering and death was the way, 



and that his disciples would follow a similar path.  

To which the Father gives the clearest Hallelujah, 


Amen possible.  

He tells us clearly that Jesus is his unique and only son, 


a son that is loved, 


and who's plan 


and the way he intends to carry it out is pleasing to him.  

Then comes the command.  


All of you, 



listen to him!  

The tenses and plurality is important in that.  


With Moses and Elijah present, 



even they are commanded, 




to listen just to Jesus.  


It is not, 



listen to them.  


It is listen to him.  



My Son.  



The one who I love.  



The one with the plan that pleases me.

In that moment, 


it sinks in for Peter, James and John.  

They realize more fully that Jesus is the Christ 


and the way they have proposed 


and were hoping for 



is not the way Jesus will go.  

But it is the way that Yahweh desires.  

So they fall on their faces in fear, 


because they finally hear what the Father has said, 


what Jesus had said, 


what Moses and Elijah have said.  

It is finally clear who they are following.  

The person they once knew 


is way more 


and has a different life trajectory 



than the one they gave him in High School.

Jesus does not let them stay in that place of fear long.  

Instead, 


he goes 


and helps them up, 



he touches them, 



and says, 




“Do not fear.”  

This is different way than Moses and Elijah operated with those who did not listen.


They called down fire and parted seas.

Jesus' touch ministers to us 

and Jesus' words minister to us.  


The tangible sacraments operate as Jesus' body 


and his written word operate as his voice.  

The more we impart in these two things, 


the more likely we are to have a similar experience to the disciples.  

For when the disciples arose, 


they saw no one else there but Jesus alone.  

Moses and Elijah led to Jesus, 


but do not supersede Jesus.  

The Father has commanded us to listen to his son alone, 


for the Son knows the will of the Father.  

Notice that the command of the voice is not, 


“Listen to Us,” 

but 


“to him, 



the one I love.”  

So we come to the end of the reunion 


realizing that the one we had always hoped for was with us all along.  

The ones that we thought had all the answers 


were just really pointing to Jesus.  

And we are left to decide, 


will we listen, 


or do we still know a better or different way, 



rather that taking up our cross




 and following Jesus, 



rather than listening to Jesus 




and how he would do it.  

Do we want to build tents or build crosses? 

One pleases the father, 


the other pleases ourselves alone, 


instead of Christ alone. 
Flying coast to coast leads to some jet lag.  Flying across the international date line totally messes with your system.  On our honeymoon, Lisa and I flew to Thailand. According to my internal stomach and how I had paced my meals, during the 15 hour flight, it was time for dinner.  I was planning on crossing my international Chicken McNuggets off early at the airport, only to find that it was 6 am in Thailand and McDonalds was only serving breakfast, we would have to wait for 4 hours for the dinner menu to be available.


I tell you this partly from a healing standpoint, as I am still working through the broken hopes, and partly because the disciples were experiencing something similar in our passage today.  They are coming off the mountain after seeing Jesus transformed and Moses and Elijah appearing, and the voice from the cloud saying, “This is my Son, whom I love, Listen to him!” The disciples had finally started to grasp that Jesus was the Messiah prophesied and hoped for in scripture.  As those wheels had started turning and they were putting the pieces together, suddenly there was a wrench thrown into the cogs. If Jesus was the Messiah, where was Elijah before him? 


This most likely popped into their heads as they discussed Moses and Elijah’s appearance with Jesus.  As the reminisced, they remembered that Malachi had prophesied that Elijah would come before the great and dreadful day of the Lord. Other writings had fleshed out Elijah's returning to prepare the way and then the Messiah would come.  As our Seder Supper reminds us each year as we remove the chair because the Messiah has come and we today are no longer waiting.  But the disciples have been with the now clearly ordained Messiah this whole time, and just now they have seen Elijah. So was scripture wrong or did they miss something?


No and yes.  Scripture was not wrong and yes they did miss something.  The explanation for what they missed is quite simple. It is the same thing that chapter 16 explained to them over and over. There is power in laying down your life and serving. We know that there is power in God bringing down fire from heaven and striking down all those who serve an idol besides God.  That was a large part of Elijah's ministry. But we also know that Elijah’s ministry was ineffective in the long run. The people responded for a time, but were quickly back to their old ways, even if the threat of fire from the sky was a recent memory.  We live mainly in the present. Fear is like the simple carbohydrate diet. It responds quickly and then is gone. Love, service, suffering is the protein of human change. It is filling, last forever, and will sustain you over a long period of change. 


The power was always there before them, it was just not the type of power we were expecting. For what power did John the Baptist demonstrate? How did he set the road straight, how did he prepare the way of the Lord?  He pronounced that the Kingdom was coming and that we should repent. He spoke the truth and people repented.  He said the wheat would be separated from the chaff. He did this until he offended the King.  But unlike Elijah’s episode, where Elijah ran from Ahab and then finally confronted him and embarrassed Ahab before all Isreal, John was arrested, held in prison awaiting a trial, and then beheaded as part of a party favor to a teenage girl dancing.  You may ask, “Where is the power in that?” John just suffered and died at the hands of injustice. How can that be powerful?  Where is the power in suffering and dying?


In addition to Jesus, who else do you know who has suffered and died while serving others? Can you count them on your fingers? Who do you know that has had the world handed to them and they have been completely self-absorbed.  I know this latter category may be longer for some of you, but of those that you named, what is or was their legacy?  What are they remembered for?  Those people you miss the most, why do you miss them?  There is something we can not quite put our finger on that is inspiring, motivating, transformational about someone willing to serve us, to but our needs before theirs.  Or as a number of people from the military have told me, there is something transformational about serving with others.  The bond is strong and close to eternal.  The reason being, you have laid down your life for the sake of others day in and day out.  This is why I wrote my first published book in 1st Grade titled, “ When I Grow Up, I want to be in the Army.”  You were protecting your friends and family from harm.  Unfortunately, I grew up to realize that the Army usually required me to harm others in order to do so, but the core ideal of service is alluring.


Jesus is proposing the same idea of service, but with not someone else dying, but with you or I dying, with us laying down our lives, with us enduring suffering.  Why would we allow people to do what ever they needed to do in order to follow Jesus?  Because love works differently than evil.  Evil needs more evil to fuel itself.  Evil is a consuming act.  Love is a producing act.  An act of service will inspire someone else to service.  An evil, power grabbing act will destroy others, or cause them to fight back.  Evil works great for us when we are the strongest power, but you must realize, we are never the ultimate power.  That is the Triune God.  The Triune God knows what power, majesty, and knowledge are best used for, and that is serving, not intimidating.


This is how all things will be restored.  This pattern is clearly demonstrated by John the Baptist first and followed by Jesus.  But John is not the originator, he is merely following Jesus' preincarnation game plan.  For how often did our God suffer, how long did he put up with us and not destroy us like we deserved, but showed us and Israel grace time and again.  As we remember who God is and what God is capable of, including creating all that was and ever will be by simply speaking, we should be able to deduce the inverse, that he could destroy all that ever was by simply speaking.  But he does not, why?  His plan is to show us his love, show us his way of service, and in due time, we will be transformed by it and start living into it.  The reason we are distant from Jesus' plan, is that we value life.  But Jesus has made clear that the life we find in this process exceeds anything we would find anywhere else.  


It may not seem that would work out, but what we think works and what is reality are two different things sometimes.  Just like my body saying it is McNugget time and the employees of the McDonalds in Bangkok Airports telling me that the sausage and egg McMuffin is as close as I am going to get to McNuggets, for it is only 6 am.  What we think is going to happen and what actually happens are often two drastically different stories.


If we find our selves on the wrong page of the story, the other part of the gospel is that we can always ask Jesus to explain what is happening.  When we struggle to come to grips with why we are not to crush others, but love them instead, Jesus is willing to talk with us, to help us understand what he is calling us to.  The disciples never hear directly from Jesus that John was fulfilling the role of Elijah.  But as Jesus talked with them, answered their question, all of the pieces came together and there was John the Baptist, the one some of them had been following when Jesus called them.  They had watched John make things right, had watched Jesus be declared as the Messiah, and still it did not click that Elijah himself would not be the one to come, but one who came in the Spirit of Elijah.  Our literal nature gets the better of us sometimes.  Not to mention our steel trap memory does not always hold strong or our mind does not always connect all the pieces together.  For hopefully someone remembers that Jesus told us that John was Elijah back in chapter 11.  It was not subtle either.  “ For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, John is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He who has ears, let him hear.”  The disciples are finally developing ears to hear and realize what God is doing.  God is coming in power, but it is an alternative source of energy.  Not one that consumes and consumes, but one that gives and gives.  As it does so, it renews itself and leads to more love to abound.


So we have seen the power on top of the mountain, we have seen the plan being fulfilled half way down.  What will we as the church be able to do when we reach the bottom of the mountain?  We will hear next week, but be prepared to be denied the McNuggets again, because we still have not fully understood what Jesus is calling us to.  But I pray that we would have ears to hear.
