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What gorgeous weather! My red
tulips look great in the front yard, but
you can't see them from the street
because there's a mountain of brush
from pruning on the curb!
I spent my vacation last week working
in the yard, but mostly repotting -- up
to 400 plants repotted and still
counting! Back to work this week so
I can get some rest!
Getting things repotted, adjusting the
shade cloth, inspecting and spraying
for pests -- these are the things that
will get our orchids ready for the
season of growth. Hard work now
will pay off later when healthy plants
reward us with abundant flowers.
I look forward to seeing all of you on
Sunday, and enjoying our speaker's
presentation on Japanese orchids!

Mark Mills

From the Forrest
Early spring is by far my favorite time of year. There
are so many great things to do that there is just not
enough time in the ever lengthening days. Getting
the veggie garden ready, watching some of my
favorite garden plants emerge and bloom, my spring
blooming orchids and onset of new growth, and
combing the local woods for the elusive morel
mushroom are the activities that normally consume
my days this time of year.
This year, however, my spring desires will largely
take a wayside to finishing my dissertation so all the
time I get to spend doing what I really want will be
precious. One little spring treat I have now come to
anticipate are the changes taking place in my very
own little collection of Japanese orchids. A few
years back I acquired my first Neofinetia, then a
Sedirea, then finally a Dendrobium moniliforme
(three orchids associated with Japanese orchid
culture) and these orchids have quickly taken an
elevated status among my plants. The Sedirea boast
amazingly scented and beautiful spring flowers and
my Neofinetia’s roots explode from the bases of the
plants eager to meet the spring sunshine and rain.
And the best part, they seem pretty easy to grow
and are very attractive, even when out of bloom.
This month’s speaker, Dr. Glen Lehr of New World
Orchids, specializes in these little gems and I’m very
excited to learn more about them from this
renowned expert. So if you’ve not yet joined the
club of those growing a few Japanese orchids, this
month is your chance to join. Hope to see you all
this weekend.

Forrest Brem
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D r . G len n C . Leh r

Japanese Orchids
Dr. Lehr lives with his wife
Maria in Manchester,
Michigan, a small farming
community west of Ann
Arbor.
As a Captain, he spent ten
years in the USAF, and
enrolled in the University of
Michigan's Dental School in
1968. To pay for his
education, he worked his
farm in Manchester, MI. He
retired in 1992 and started
growing orchids as a hobby.
He is one of the founding
members of the Ann Arbor
Orchid Society, and served on
its Board and as its President
for several years.
Photos by Eric Hunt

Dr. Lehr started a
commercial orchid
nursery in 1997, New
World Orchids, with
emphasis on the
orchids of Ecuador,
Colombia, and Costa
Rica.
Den. cuthbertsonii
Dr. Lehr had a home in Costa Rica for twelve years, getting to
know the various orchids and growers there.
2011 Nagoran

He also had a
greenhouse in
Banos, Ecuador,
until Mount
Tungurahua
erupted!

Neofinetia falcata Kikotome

Neofinetia falcata Shutenno

Photos by Dr. Glenn C. Lehr

He has sold at orchid shows and given talks to orchid societies
throughout the United States, Canada, England, and Japan. He has
been a vendor and judge at the Grand Prix International Orchid
Festival in Tokyo, Japan for fifteen years, and the World Orchid
Festival in Japan for nine years.
After attending a few of these shows, he decided to try to bring
some of the Japanese orchids to the United States, as most were
compact, fragrant, and highly desirable. Except for the most
common varieties, many of the native Japanese orchids were
unobtainable outside of Japan. New World Orchids now has more
than two hundred varieties of Neofinetia falcata, fifty varieties of
Dendrobium moniliforme as well as several forms of Sedirea
japonica, Sophronitis species, and others.
The presentation
will be a
combination of
Orchid Shows in
Japan, Japanese
Orchids, and a
tour of the
people, cities,
and culture of
Japan.

New World Orchid’s display at the Tokyo 2010 Grand
Prix - which won a trophy for the 3rd consecutive year.

New World Orchids
Dr. Glenn Lehr
Alex Challis
19220 Sanborn, Manchester, MI 48158
(734) 428-8182, Fax (734) 428-0681
Email: nwo@newworldorchids.com
www.newworldorchids.com

Neofinetia falcata Yamadori Midori

E r ic K u h n el
H eat & W ar m To ler an t C y m bid iu m s

The season for looking for surprises has arrived. All of the cymbidiums have been moved outdoors to
experience the full effect of the Memphis climate.
I know what to expect for standard cymbidiums with reference to a blossoming calendar. From now
until June, they will be kept on a growth formula fertilizer applied on a weekly basis then switched to a
blossom formula.
The problem for me is not knowing what to expect with the heat tolerant and warm tolerant varieties.
On inquiry, it was suggested to me to switch to a fertilizer at the end of June with a slightly higher % of
potassium than the nitrogen content. A number of the plants that I have undergoing climate testing
are first time bloomers, and therefore without a working history of the parents, do not know when
they might spike, nor know if they will spike more than once per year.
As cymbidiums are likely the most popular cut orchid plant in the world, several questions need
answers that will only come thru experience, "trial and error". Desirable characteristics include long
lasting blossoms (preferably more than 28 days), good color, floriferous trait, and well shaped
blossoms. The stems come in three forms, upright, pendulous, and arching; upright being the choice
for table decorations. Color is a matter of personal preference with green having a strong following.
Fortunately, green varieties have done the best for me here in Memphis with several standard hybrids
blossoming consistently; I have others that in spite of having them for ten years have not blossomed
for me once here in Memphis.

The HTC and WTC varieties are coming along well with
a number of them putting out new growths, and
hopefully later in the season some of them will start to
spike.
Next month, Susan and I will take in the Sacajawea
Orchid Society Show in Bozeman, MT again, and
despite the lack of cymbidiums in that climate, it will
be interesting to see what is growing in the cold part
of the US. In '93, we experienced temperature down
to -26°F at West Yellowstone in November.

Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@hotmail.com

Photo by Eric & Susan Kuhnel

Bar t Jo n es’
T en n essee
Early Spring Orchids
Granted, we are enjoying
an early spring and many
wildflowers are making a
bold statement already.
With that in mind, it is
time to start thinking
about those members of
our native orchid flora
that also make an early
impact at this time of year.

The earliest blooming of all our orchids is a rarely seen species, Listera
australis, the Southern Twayblade. The small plants have two small oval
leaves that are opposite each other about halfway up the stem which is
where the common name twayblade is derived. The tiny flowers are
dark purplish maroon and have an unusual forked lip like a snake’s
tongue and the plant as a whole is easily overlooked. Currently it is only
known from two counties in Tennessee, but one of those is Fayette.
Search low moist woods, often near creeks and small rivers, in midMarch for these charming plants.

Most commonly
found in Middle and
East Tennessee and
the Ozark Plateau,
there are several
records from
counties near
Memphis including
Lee, St. Francis, and
Cross Counties in
Arkansas along
Crowley’s Ridge;
Dunklin County,
Missouri; Tippah
County, Mississippi;
and Chester and
Decatur Counties in
Tennessee.

The plants consist of 2 glossy green
leaves from which a flower spike of
3-10 flowers emerges. Each flower
is composed of a purplish pink
hood formed by the sepals and
petals and a contrasting white
spade-shaped lip which has a
nectar spur projecting from it.

One of the showiest and most
widespread species of early
blooming orchids is Galearis
spectabilis or Showy Orchis.

This species can be found in
moist, rich woods blooming
in early to late April
depending on elevation.

Corralorhiza wisteriana, or Spring Coralroot, is commonly found throughout the
area in rich woodlands, but is very difficult to locate due to its unusual growth
cycle. Being a saprophyte (living off rotting organic matter) the roots remain
underground, often for several years, until they have acquired enough energy to
support flowering. In early spring, those individuals will send up a purplish brown
flower spike with 10-20 small flowers, the sepals and petals the same purplish
color as the stem, with a white lip with small purple spots. The common name
results from the roots having an uncanny likeness to bleached coral.
Spring is also a great time
to search for two orchids
that have overwintering
leaves, Aplectrum
hyemale or Puttyroot and
Tipularia discolor or
Cranefly Orchid, the most
common orchid in the
eastern US. Puttyroot’s
leaves are large grayish
green both top and
bottom with white fibrous
veins while Cranefly
Orchid’s leaves are glossy
green on top and rich
purple beneath. Both
species leaves wither by
the end of April, so flag
locations now. In early
May, Puttyroot will send
up flower spikes and
Cranefly Orchid will flower
in August. After the
flowers fade, new leaves
will emerge that will
overwinter once again.

Corallorhiza wisteriana

~ Bart Jones
Photos by Bart Jones

March/April
Checklists

February 2012 Meeting Minutes

With the unusually warm weather we
have been having the past week or so,
we will be tempted to move our orchids
outdoors for the summer. As a matter of
fact, I have already done so. My general
rule of thumb is to start moving my
dendrobiums and phals outdoors when
night temperatures are in the 50's. If you
move your cats or other related genera,
be prepared to provide protection or to
bring them back inside if temperatures are
expected to fall to the mid 50's or lower!

Show budget update – Charles Wilson wanted to advise the membership
that with the raising gas prices the approved show budget may go over
for the year.

Whether outdoors or on the windowsill,
changing light conditions can also be a
problem in April and May. An
exceptionally bright day, especially
immediately following a rain, can lead to
sunburn of the foliage if shading is not
provided. I use double layered window
screening canopied over my orchids when
outdoors. Be careful that the screen does
not directly contact the leaves or spikes as
you will end up with a checkered pattern
and damage. (Trust me, it happens). Also,
there can still be periods of dull days
where spikes can be weakened owing to
lower light. Lengthening days will mean
increased metabolic rates necessitating
increased water and fertilizer. The plants
will indicate needs by drying more rapidly,
which means more frequent watering and
fertilizing.

Debra Baker still has MUS fertilizer available for sale.

With the passing of the season for winter
bloomers, and the beginning of the season
for spring blooms, it is also the time to be
on the lookout for plants that will need
potting after they bloom. Immediately
after blooming has proven to be the best
time to repot winter and spring flowering
cattleyas. In most cases, they will be
ready to grow roots, so if potted at this
time, they will root right into fresh mix
with little or no setback.
(Some original content and some
plagiarized or edited from the AOS)

Chuck Pintner

Our speaker this month was Eric Hunt; he presented ‘Orchids of Eastern
Australia’. His informative slide presentation showcased native species
found in Southern Victoria State, Sydney, Southern Queensland, Brisbane,
and the National Parks of Lamington, Broadwater, and Blue Mountain.
Australians are very aware and protective of their environment and to
protect the native ground species from being eaten they will build fences
to keep out the kangaroos and will place wire baskets over plants to keep
out the rabbits.

Plants for auction were donated by Mark Mills, Forrest Brem, Randy
Beyer, Jack and Beverly Tipton, and from Cheryl Converse a local
Memphis grower.
The two grow light carts donated by Aleksandr and Victoriya Kumok were
auctioned with the winning bids from Jim and Roberts Price.
Show and Tell
Fenwick Chappell presented Phal. stuartiana (species) and Phap. Calypso
(boxallii x spicerianum).
Chuck Pintner presented Chilochista parashii and Phal unknown name.
Alex Kumok presented Phap Dendrobium palpebrae.
Ellen Watson presented Stenosarcos Vanguard with a very long
influorscence.
Lynelle Lindsay presented Dtp Minerva x Phal Venosa.
Judy Holzer presented a Phal unknown name.
Marc Valentine presented Phal Lowen Jungle, Phal Brother Oconee and
Phal amabilis.
Eric Kuhnel presented Cymbidiums Limerick, Spring Cascade and Clara A
Vale.
Forrest Brem presented Gongora hybrid, Dend. chrysopterum, Maxillaria
variabilis, Paph Maggie Anne x Hamana Chilwin, Paph wardii, two
Tolumnia hybrids, a Cattleya from Lowe’s, Schoenorchis fragrans and Bc
Lilly Marie Almas.
Forrest Brem was the January Orchid of the Month and had the happy
opportunity to choose from for the Orchid of the Month:
Marc Valentine’s Phal amabilis
Congratulations to Marc and thanks again to all the contributors toward
another awesome meeting!

Debra Baker on behalf of Melissa Garner, Recording Secretary

Sponsors Needed
for Memphis Show

Get Your Orchids Ready:
Pensacola Show is Next

If you haven't reserved your spot for one (or more)
trophy sponsorships in our coming show this year,
there is still time to do so! Trophy sponsorships are
only $25 and can be made in honor or memoria or
even just anonymous!
The continuing support from our members for our
show help keep us from operating in the red!
Simply let Debra Baker know at the next meeting
and give or send her a check along with how you
want the trophy sponsorship to read!

Memphis Orchid Society is planning on sending an
exhibit to the Pensacola Orchid Society Show 30
March – 1 April. Please note the early drop off
date. Start staking and cleaning your prospects
early. Orchids will need to be delivered to Fenwick
Chappell’s at 11 North Century no later than 4:30
p.m. Wednesday 28 March. Please call Fenwick in
advance at 901-327-0970 to schedule your
date/time of delivery. Also please e-mail your list of
prospective entries before Tuesday to Charles and
Susan at Memphisorchids@gmail.com.

Thanks! Charles & Susan Wilson

Thanks! Charles & Susan Wilson

Chuck Pintner’s Chiloschista parishii

2012 Show Schedule
Mar 30-Apr 1 Greater Pensacola Orchid
Society Pensacola, MS
Apr 13-15

Arkansas Orchid Society
Little Rock, AR

Apr 20-22

Heart of Dixie Orchid Society
Huntsville, AL

May 18-20 Memphis Orchid Society
Memphis, TN
Sep 21-23

Alabama Orchid Society
Birmingham, AL

Debra Talks Money
I am taking reservations for sponsorships of trophies
for our show in May. If you would like to sponsor a
trophy ($25) in honor, memory, or just to be
supportive, please let me know how you would like
the sponsorship worded. Sponsorships pay for all
costs associated with the purchase of various
trophies that are awarded during the Show.
Would you like a Memphis Orchid Society Name
Tag? The cost is $7.00 for a pin tag and $9.00 for a
magnet tag.
Have your plants started new growth? Do you need
any MSU fertilizer? I still have plenty available for
$3.00 per bag. If you need a large quantity please
call me to pre order at 901-396-6861 (home) or 901224-4795 (work).

Thank You! Debra Baker

Weather it's Cold...
Wow, can you believe this weather we're having?
As I sit in my screened porch writing this blurb
looking at my yard greening up and sipping on an
excellent Tennessee grown and vinted Sangiovese
wine and eating warm homemade bread, (retirees
can do this you know), I can only wonder how much
better can it get. Our weather data for the last half
of March shows expected daytime highs in the mid
to upper 60's and nighttime lows in the mid to
upper 40's. Last year, March was a mixed bag of
temperatures with highs in the 70's at mid month
and in the mid 40’s and 50's at the end. Highs in the
70's and lows in the 50's are projected for the rest
of the month.
Average recorded temperatures for May are in the
70's for daytime highs with nighttime temperatures
in the 50's.

Chuck Pintner

The Detling Report
Ah, spring is in the air. The February MOS meeting
attendance was outstanding. There were 38
members and four visitors present to hear our
speaker. Our visitors were George Winton (former
member,) Ann Brock, Master Gardner intern, Agnes
Turley, and Hubert Turley. Agnes Turley became our
newest member.
Thanks for a great turnout.

Bill and Nancy

L y n n F u LLER
A O S A ff ilia t ed So c iet ies
One of the more interesting advantages of being the AOS Affiliated Societies Chair is that some of the
societies send me their newsletters. I scan those that I directly get as well as go on to the AOS forum and
read some of the newsletters that are posted there. By going through these newsletters, I realize how
active, vibrant, and healthy many of our affiliated societies are. Through their commitment and love of
orchids, they manage to share their knowledge and passion with other like-minded individuals. Through
the advancement of social media and computerized publishing programs, these newsletters are filled with
great photographs of orchids and of their shows and meeting show tables , more regional cultural
information. Through these AOS Corners, I provide information for the societies to use in their newsletters
about the American Orchid Society and its programs, activities and resources. I appreciate it when I see
them posted in these newsletters.
The Kansas Orchid Society will be hosting the AOS Annual Members meeting at its annual orchid show
April 25 – 30, 2012 in Wichita. SWROGA and other alliances will be holding their meetings as part of this
meeting. These national and regional meetings provide the opportunity to shop, meet the vendors and
others in the orchid world face to face, talk about what is new in the orchid world or have someone just
listen to your own theories and tips. The speakers for the AOS Members Meeting and Kansas Orchid
Society Show are diverse and definitely provide something for everyone. They are Dr. Leonid Averyanov,
Keynote Speaker, Senior Researcher and Professor of the Herbarium of Komarov Botanical Institute of the
Russian Academy of Sciences (St. Petersburg, Russia), and Vice President of the All-Russian Botanical
Society. He will be speaking on ‘Orchids of Vietnam: Ecology of Ornamental Species’. Dr. Raymond A.
Cloyd, Professor and Extension Specialist in Ornamental Entomology/Integrated Pest Management,
Department of Entomology, Kansas State University, who will be speaking on ‘Pests of Orchids’. Robert
Fuchs, R.F. Orchids, who will be speaking on ‘Vandaceous Intergeneric Hybrids’. Patricia Harding, AOS
judge and Author, speaking on Brazilian Oncidiums’. Norito Hasegawa, of Paphanatics, Unlimited and an
‘over extended hobbyiest presenting ‘What’s New in Paphs?’. Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids speaking
about ‘Species Habitat and Hybrid Culture’ and Bryon Rinke, presenting a presentation on ‘Phalaenopsis
lobbii and parishii, the species and hybrids’.
There are many other regional orchid events going on and they are listed on the AOS website under
Events. If your society is hosting a show as an affiliated society, make sure to have it posted under the AOS
Events Calendar.
If there is some information your society would be interested in through these AOS Corners, please let me
know. I am open for any suggestions. I can be reached through affiliated_societies@aos.org or directly at
mlfuller@comcast.net.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
mlfuller@comcast.net

Fuuran

or

F u u k ir an ?

jIM M Y h A R W E L L
With our March speaker Dr. Glen Lehr, we will learn the subtle difference in these two.
Fuuran is also commonly known as Neofinetia falcata, a species of orchid found in Japan,
Korea, and China. The Japanese in particular have enjoyed the art of growing Fuuran for
centuries. Fuuran is Japanese for “Wind Orchid.”
The Shogun Tokugawa Ienari (1773-1841) gave these tiny orchids a proper place in history.
Ienara searched (or had his staff search) the lands for the different types of Fuurans. His
gardens were filled with grand displays of these orchids. One would have to cover their
mouth with a special paper cloth while viewing these orchids so not to interfere with their
development. During his reign he had their status changed to Fuukiran which means “The
Orchid of The Rich and Noble” thus making them very desirable and expensive. Only a few
were able to possess a Fuuran until the beginning of the last century. In Japan’s economic
boom of the 1980s to late 1990s they would bring as much as $300,000 and higher; much
of the trading taking place in the All Nippon Fuukiran Society. If a Fuuran had special
characteristics such as in their foliage or roots they would be judged and then classified as a
Fuukiran. Their delicate flowers consisting mostly of white with colored spurs of lavenders,
yellows, pinks, and rose.
Possessing a Fuukiran is not just about admiration
of the plant for it’s beautiful display of flowers but
more an appreciation of it’s overall attributes and
history. If one is interested in compacts, Asian
antiques, and orchids one should consider growing
Fuukiran! Growing and displaying the Fuukiran in
the Asian style will add a sense of antiquity and
elegance to ANY space!!

Contributed by Jimmy Harwell
and paraphrased from Jason Fischer’s
article FUUKIRAN, THE LIVING ANTIQUE,
pp 62-71, ORCHID DIGEST, Vol. 70-2.

S h o w R epo r t
Spr in g field O r c h id So c iety

The members of the Springfield Orchid Society splendidly hosted their annual orchid show at the SpringfieldGreene County Botanic Gardens, MO, 16-18 March 2012 – complete with a BBQ luncheon! Seven members of
the Memphis Orchid Society (Bayer, Brem, Giles, Jones, Memphis Botanic Garden, Tipton, Wilson) participated
by sending 51 orchids which were collectively arranged by Charles and Susan Wilson. The competition included
about 285 orchid entries among 9 exhibitors. Memphis members collectively won 45 ribbons (23 Blue, 13 Red, 9
White) with every Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is an astonishing 84% of Memphis
entries receiving ribbons and shows how wonderful our members can grow. There were 17 orchids in the show
pulled for special American Orchid Society judging, with six of them coming from three Memphis growers (Bayer,
Jones, Wilson). Three AOS awards were made in the show to two Memphis growers. Randy Bayer received an
83 point Certificate of Cultural Merit for Dendrobium nobile ‘Lisa’ CCM/AOS, and Charles and Susan Wilson
received a 78 point Highly Commended Certificate for Cattleya Tropical Pointer ‘Susan’s Chasus’ HCC/AOS and an
85 point Certificate of Horticultural Merit for Bulbophyllum caloglossum ‘Chasus’ CHM/AOS.
The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class, Trophy for Best Society Exhibit and the American Orchid
Society Show trophy for best exhibit in the show. Congratulations and special thanks to all our members who
participated!

Charles & Susan Wilson

Bulb caloglossum'Chasus' CHM AOS

Trophies were
awarded to Charles
and Susan Wilson
for Best Encyclia and
Best Paphiopedilum.
Photos by Charles & Susan Wilson

Den. nobile 'Lisa' CCM AOS

Trophies were awarded to Randy Bayer for the Best
Dendrobium, Best Specimen Grown Orchid, and Best Species
Orchid in the show.

