
Last week, we had an easy chance to see where Abram's trust in God was lacking and highlighted where that will cause him problems in the future.  This week, we get to see a little bit of the flip side.  What does it look like when you are fully trusting in the promises of God?  What happens when you get back onto the path that God is calling you to and you walk where God is leading?


Up until this week, I have read chapter 13 as just story transition.  I have overlooked the peacemaking that Abram does.  I have overlooked the difference that trusting the promises of God make.  So we jump into the story and are not told something that other famine stories tell us.  For the story of Ruth, she returns once the famine has passed.  Isaac returns long after the famine has passed.  But Abram goes back without such confirmation.  Showing he is ready to try trusting the Lord.  He heard the change or die call and is trying to change.  He is heading back ready to face whatever conditions God puts before him, possibly even famine.


Which if you read verse 2, seems quite foolish.  You have more livestock than before and you are going to take all your livestock through the Negev and onto Bethel.  From human wisdom, it seems quite silly, no matter how much silver and gold you have.  It is a hard and barren land.  The Negev is a desert.  Spending a couple hundred miles in the desert would not be an easy task, but it was done.


The return from Bethel is significant, not only because it returns to where he built his first altar.  But because he calls on the name of the Lord.  This week, I am doing something similar with a couple from Canada.  They have had a long marriage that after a couple of decades had let God out of the center.  God has called them back, they have done some hard work on their priorities, and they are returning before the Lord on their anniversary to recommit their marriage and themselves to God and one another.  I see Abram doing something similar.  He is going back to the place he made a commitment to Yahweh and Yahweh alone.  He is making the commitment again, after a time of it being Abram and Abram alone if Yahweh was not on board.  This is what Abram does when he calls on the name of the Lord.


With this recommitment in place, we move onto our first complication.  Not only did Abram's wealth grow, but so did Lot's.  How much we are not told, but from the complication, I would guess it was 10 fold.  You thought I was going to say, “a lot.”  With all of these additional animals and people, resources soon became scarce, like water and food for the animals.  To top it all off, the Canaanites and Perizzites were the main people in the land.  This meant that we have something happening that we see in Skagway.  The majority of Skagwegians live in town.  A majority of the new development has occurred up on the hillside.  The only reason to not live in town is that you can't get a space.  We would probably be correct to hear verse 7's comment about the others living in the land as a way of saying, “there was no room for them in the inn.”  They had to live outside in the hills and away from the wells and large flowing rivers.  The best locations had been taken.  While they might have had the money to buy, the people were not readily selling.


So knowing that there was no parcel or lot of land big enough for them both to dwell together, Abram suggests they part ways so the quarreling stops.  This is where the promise rings out in Abram's actions.  He is older, he is the leader, he has first pick according to custom.  In order to bring peace between the the two families, he sets aside all of his rights and gives Lot the first pick, like he won the lottery.


His proposal is you go one way, I will go the other.  Some commentary helped understand what left and right meant.  At that time and place, the sun was the main point of reference for direction.  So you would look east to start out with, where the sun rose.  To the left is North and right is south, behind you is west.  We tend to use North as our point of reference based on the compass in the Northern Hemisphere.  That was not invented until 306 BC in China.  So Lot looks out from the mountain top and says, “Right.”  Abram took what Lot left or North.


So why did Lot take this right choice?  Verse 10 tells us, “the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar.”  When we look at the map of Israel, we see that they are just above modern day Jerusalem and looking out towards what today is the Dead Sea.  Where Sodom was located is thought to be on the shores of the Dead Sea Southern Basin.  Which appears as a lake at certain water levels and disappears at others.  The Southern Basin being only 60' deep today while the Dead Sea is over 1000' in the main body. The Jordan river flows through here and it seems like a beautiful place from the top of a mountain.  You can't see the saltiness from 9000' above.


Abram has let Lot take what looked like the better land, the land that looked like the Garden of Eden or Egypt, but was not for a number of reasons.  Mainly the saltiness.  Not just of the sea, but of the people as we will explore more in a few weeks.  Verse 13 makes it clear, “the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.”  That is the neighborhood that Lot chose.  He needed a better realtor.


 Abram ends up with the better end of the deal in the long run.  Or at least with less problems.  Which we should not be surprised by.  God has promised to bless him.  So he does not need to hold on to everything so tightly.  He is living based on a promise.  As long as he is believing that promise to come true, he does not have to control everything, but can let God take the lead and follow.  He did so in this case and let Lot make what seemed like the better choice, but in the end, Lot is not as blessed as Abram is.


Showing a sign of belief, trust in the earlier blessing, we reach verse 14, where God deepens that promise.  So far, Abram will be made into a great nation, will bless others, and those who oppose him will be cursed.  But how this nation will come about is not yet clear.  To make matters more complicated, Abram just send who he thought would be the best candidate to carry out this building of a great nation, Lot.  Same family line, Abram has basically adopted him at this point, why wouldn't Lot  be the one to fulfill the promise.


Once alone again, God returns to Abram and expands the promise which means the trust has to grow as well.  All the land that he can see will be given to Abram forever.  That is workable, if that is all it said.  But it also includes Abram's offspring.  The Hebrew word is zeh·rah for offspring or seed.  The promise is to “Your seed.”  Not your family's seed, so Lot is included, but Abram's, so Abram is still short a viable seed.  Now this situation makes it a clear future promise, as there is not someone to take the land currently.  But that does not stop God from making the promise that is hard to imagine.  Offspring that number more than the grains of dust on the earth.  We have to live in the present, but if we are not dipping our toe in the future, we are limiting our present.  Abram is called to look at what will be so that he might live differently now.  Walter Sobeloff, before his 100th birthday told me something similar.  Live life like you are going to make it to a 100 and ask, “Will my 100 year old self appreciate this?  What would need to change in our life if we were looking at our life from being 100 years old?  What habits would you add in, which would you work to get rid of.  The consequences and benefits remain with you until you die.  A bigger question is, what would have to change if you took the promises of God seriously.  That you are his temple, that you will dwell with him for eternity, that this life is not all that there is?  What if we believed that God has called us through our father Abraham to be a blessing to the nations and that he will bless us, so that we will bless the nations.  That he will curse those who curse us.  Would we start to move more readily to that space of being peacemakers?  We don't have everything all figured out yet as to how God will do it, but what if we trusted wholeheartedly that his promises would be fulfilled?


Abram hears this promise and takes a positive next step.  He completes the tour of the Land that God had promised him.  By heading from Bethel back South to Mamre in Hebron, he walks the whole spine of Israel.  He places his third and final altar at the southern most town of the Canaan.  This goes with the altar at Bethel in the middle and Shechem in the North.  The land has been marked off for God by Abram, now Abram must wait for God to act in order to take it.


We don't live this way very often.  We will see Abram struggle to live this way contiually, waiting for God to act to fulfill his promises.  But here, in chapter 13, we get to see how much different the world we live in would be if we did trust and wait upon God to fulfill his promises.  May we do so a little bit more this coming week.
So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. 2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 
3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel 

14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” 
18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord. 
