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Perspective
Serena Williams, Satire and
the Politically Correct World
You can have your point of
view on which is the larger
disgrace, Serena Williams’
outburst at the US Open or
her i nequ it able penalt ies
relative to male tennis players. But today I write about
the ancillar y matter of an
incendiar y car toon of the
incident in the Australian
newspaper, the Herald Sun.
Seen it? Go look.
by

Peter M.
Lupoff
There’s been much public and social media outcry
about t h is ca r t oon , most
out r aged by it , but some
questioning the limitations
on free speech, satire and
humor, lamenting our “PC
culture.” The Herald Sun has
doubled down, pushing the
matter to its cover to run a
post-brouhaha cartoon, entitled, Welcome to PC World.
Williams, in the original
cartoon, is stomping on her
tennis racket, a baby pacifier on the ground next to
her, wh ile her opponent ,
Naomi Osaka, is asked by
the umpire to “just let her
win.” Note that Osaka, who
is bi-racial (Haitia n dad ,

Japanese mom), is rendered
ver y much li ke a blonde,
white woman in the cartoon.
Note too, that the question
by the line judge along with
the Serena tantrum paint a
picture of a situation where
Williams is solely to blame
and wholly accountable. This
is the artist’s point – fine.
But su rely you not iced
that Williams is drawn with
Jim Crow-style exaggerated
features?
So this is the rub: In the
name of humor, satire, free
speech, is it fair to exploit
stereotypes in the imagery?
I don’t think so. Taking this
same cartoon, is the message lost absent the 1920s
depiction of Williams’ facial
features? In the converse, is
part of what you find funny
the offending rendering?
The Herald Sun, in support
of the artist and of free expression, offered up a cover
the next day, replete with
many newsworthy personalities drawn with cartoonish
exaggeration and captioned,
as mentioned, Welcome to
PC World – one problem with
this “defense” however, is
that none of the other drawings exploited racial stereotypes, just that of Williams.
It strikes me that bemoaning a politically correct world

i

is the knee-jerk response of
someone not targeted and
offended, or someone in the
business of getting a laugh
or rise from an audience and
fine with the simplest way.
Or perhaps, just someone
tired of working through this
new minef ield created by
people not like them, seeking
fairness and equality? Crying PC is frequently about an
incursion in our previously
unfettered but hurtful communications.
We are supposed to work
harder to be funny and to
m a k e o u r p oi n t w it h o u t
wounding people based on
race, religion, physical challenges, etc. To do otherwise
is deliberately cruel at worst,
lazy at best.
With this in mind, think
again at the cartoon of Williams. We may agree or disagree about the unfortunate
conclusion of the WilliamsOsaka match, but respecting
the artist’s point of view, is
the cartoon any less potent
without racial caricature?

T he su n was wa r m a nd
bright Saturday afternoon,
as the Mayor’s Park pavilion
was filled with laughter and
sat isf ied stomachs at t he
Cold Spring senior luncheon.
The village-sponsored event
also honored the village’s
employees and volunteers.
The food, such as sandwiches, pasta, and desserts,
was graciously provided by
local vendors. Volunteers,
including village trustees,
were also on hand to whip up
some hot dogs and hamburgers on the grill.
After everyone had their
fill of lunch, and popsicles,
cookies and cake, it was time
to reveal who won the raff le
prizes, also donated by a host
of local businesses. Friends
cheered as those sitting next
to them heard their names
called out, and Mayor Dave
Me r a ndy h a nde d out t he
prizes.
– Dennis Mazzuca
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Peter M. Lupoff and his
family have a home in Putnam Valley. He teaches at
Yale and Fordham Universities.

Sunday, September 30th,
9am-12pm (rain date 10/7)

Robert Parker Parrott
and the Competition
for Rifled Artillery

i

Philipstown
Bikes Day
Check in at Haldane High School upper parking lot (off Cedar St.)

Show your support for building a more bikable and
walkable community by helping us reach 500 miles
on the 1.7 mile loop closed to motorized traffic.
All bikers, walkers and non-motorized movers welcome.
If you’re in, please email philipstowntrails@gmail.com

i

A Good Time at Cold Spring
Senior & Volunteer Luncheon

i

Trails Committee

Lecture by Mark Forlow

Saturday, September 29 at 3pm
In honor of the West Point
Foundry’s Bicentennial, join historian Mark Forlow, as he shares
the story of Robert Parker Parrott and his invention of the
Parrott cannon. From the inception of his innovative design to
the patent infringement trial of
Treadwell vs Parrott in 1865,
come learn about the munition
that is said to have helped the
Union win the Civil War.
Admission is free for museum
members and is $10 for the general public. To guarantee a spot,
please register at www.putnamhistorymuseum.org or call 845265-4010.
If you have any questions, please contact
Catherine Platt at 845-265-4010, ext.10.
Putnam History Museum is located at 63 Chestnut Street in Cold Spring.
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Are you and
your family protected?

Announces Civil Service Exam
PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

When was the last time you looked at your will? Has it been
reviewed by an attorney? Do you know how to locate the
original documents? Or, better yet, have you ever hired an
attorney to draft your will, power of attorney or health care
proxy? Has the thought crossed your mind that it may be
time to get your estate in order? Are you familiar with the
changes in law that may have an impact on your overall
estate and planning for the future? Have you thought of
Medicaid planning and probate avoidance?
If interested in a free review of your estate plan and
consultation, call Rachel Flanagan Frost, Esq., (in home
appointments available upon request).

Law Office of Rachel Flanagan Frost
21 Old Main Street, Suite 200B
Fishkill, NY 12524
Tel: 845-896-0835
www.RachelFlanaganLaw.com

Michael J. Burger
Agency Principal
P: 914-737-8899
F: 914-736-2564
mjb1@allstate.com
24-Hour Customer Service

Allstate Insurance
Company
8 South Division Street
Peekskill, NY 10566

Auto, Home, Business, Life

Exam Title & No:
Senior Licensed Professional
Engineer 65-284 OC
Starting Salary: $90,000
Exam Date: November 3, 2018
Last Filing Date: September 21, 2018
Exam Filing Fee: $55
To apply and for information about minimum requirements, job duties, and subject of the exam, as well
as the exam announcement, please visit: https://
putnam.munisselfservice.com/employmentopportunities/default.aspx or call Putnam County Personnel
Department (845) 808-1650 X46104. EEO/AA

